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SUPER XL DRIVE ]

XL 1.76 MB

1.76 XL DRIVE | GVP G-LOCK
XL DRIVE : _ | _ .
' ' @ S . £69.9s HTTIXEFIINTHEHI
INT.DRIVES 76 XL DRIVE INTERNAL ... £75  Save 1.5MB on a standarc

_ ard drive capacity and works |
S i S0 all drives including SCS1, IDE,

{svQuesT ez

HARD DRIVES

el e i E

50 I e R L
e i R et ] 1 Y
120MB 25IDE...,........£89.95
340MB 2.51DE ..........£169.95
510MB 2.5IDE ......... £289.95
850MB 25IDE ..........£439.95
1 GIGABYTE2S5IDE ........ ECALL

DISK EXPANDER (WiTH HD PURCHASE) £15

Floppies and even the RAM disk. Disk
Expander works on any Amiga with
any Kickstart.

DISK EXPANDER ..........£19.95

5X-32 is an internal add-on card for your
CD32 and features: VGA port, RGB port,
parallel port, serial port, external disk

AMBGVPRAM .............
16MB GVP RAM .. . ..

T

A2000 68060

A 68060 accelerator board for the A2(
running at S0MHz and allowing upt
128MB of user installable memory and
SC5-1 hard disk controller,

drive port (1.76MB), clock, controller for
2.5% hard disk, and a SIMM socket (up to
8MB). Turn your CD-32 into a A1200,

5X-32 MODULE . . ., . .....E199,95

CHIPS & SPARES

256 x 32 5IMM 72-PIN (1MB) . .. .£40
512 X 32 SIMM 72-PIN (2MB) ... .£75

A2000 68040 (OMB RAM) . .£629.9
A2000 68060 (OMB RAM) . .£799.95 g
4MB STANDARD ADD . . , . . £125.95 =
4MBGVPADD .............

RAPID FIRE SCSI

Rapid Fire SCSI-1l controller card.
Install up to 8ME on-board. For the
A2000, A3000 and A4000.

DKB RAPID FIRE 5CSi-11 . .. £139.95

External IDE hard disk for the AS00 1 X 8 SIMM 22-PIN (IMB) . .... £POA
comes complete with an internal ROM 4 % 8 SIMM 32-PIN (4MB) .. .. EPOA  ACEEX V32 BIS 14.4 worar sereoven EB0
switcher, and upgradable to AMB RAM x 4 STATIC COLUMN A3000....£25  X-LINK raut vas 288 87 aprroven £199,98
M-TEC ATSOOBARE ........... £899 YRADI........ .0 E25 ALL MODEMS INCLUDE SOFTIWARE AND CABLES
PLEASE CALL FOR HD SIZES fs: T“I:IE'P """"""""" :: i
MEMORY REQUIRES J0-PIN-SIMMS 7 o R TR e s m ik ey e e s e e
e e e £12 In
F b s e e et P S £19 -
m PADIA £19 SQUIRREL 5CSI INTERFACE . . .£59.9 ;i'
ZIPDRIVE 100MB SCSI . ... .E199.95 DENISE .............. . EXR CAURA s oL
ZIP DRIVE Inc. Squirre| ....£249.95 SUPERDEMNISE ............. .. £25 MEGALOSOUND ........., A
100ME DISKETTE . i E19.95  KEYBOARDIC .uvineiivios o £12 =
2P DRIVE REQUIRES SQUIRREL SCSI INTERFACE FAT AGNUS 1MB . ' -....£19 sz: r;:; :;::;"f”fa” I
FATAGNUS2MB .............£29 ¢ g ':Fhisl.ogu e
I Ml SYQUEST EZ2135 [T oy Tt W
[ _ : RS232 CABLE e £6 9
/*" . :th;rasg'fj”";::i{'f113!’?&”;';*3':':”';“5;3:‘:: SCSI EXTERNAL SR b £15 mmm :
. e e 135MEB on a single 3.5 cartridge ﬁg::g::;: i: :;EE‘;gggD i:: Surf Squirrel offers an even highe ‘Sl.’.S!i Pl
"'-u.,_,_f and has a seek time of 13.5ms. X : performance, auto-booting, and ultra-fasf e
Comes complete with one 135M8 ROM SHARE DEVICE ceeen.£19

serial port. Surf Squirrel is the ideal (f
expansion peripheral for your Amigd wus
1200. Please call for more information bi

cartridge. (A SCSl interface is required) 2.04 ROM CHIP

... .£239.95
..£19.95

) SCANDOUBLER 11

ScanDoubler Il is a full 24-bit AGA flicker
fixer which automatically de-interlaces all

£479

SYQUEST EZ135MB .
135MB CARTRIDGE

POWERSCAN

FOR ANY SPARES REQUIRED PLEASE CALL
SURF SQUIRREL

PRINTERS/MONITORS v

MICROVITEC 1438 14" . £289 U
EPSON STYLUS INC.PAPER . ... £489
EPSON STYLUS COLOUR l1s _£249.95

Squirrel MPEG allows you to play VideaCD E

and COI CO-ROM's, Squirrel MPEG brings A

— AGA screen modes and scan doublas non-  EPSON STYLUS COLOUR 11 . .£335.95 high quality digitally mastered images and =
nterlaced PAL/NTSC modes to allow VGA  EPSON STYLUS 820 . £219.95 16-bit stereo sound to you and your -

monitors to display them EPSON STYLUS/PRO XL INCLUDE STUDIE 1 SOFTWARE Amiga. Fo

SCAN DOUBLER || £399 STUDIO Il SOFTWARE £49.95 SQUIRREL MPEG £199.95 g

Brs
cards and are happy | Backup ser All pric clude 5 i e

ners [4])

pay o - C ed & E of publication
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RAM EXPANSION |

MEGACHIP RAM |

A500 68020EC |

"VGA ADAPTOR
ADAPTOR ...

GLIDEPOINT

witive cursor control at your finger tips
‘Tap® for an instant selection. Connects to
the Serlal port. (This is not a graphics tablet)

- ALPS GLIDEPOINT £59.95
High resolution pen and cursor controlled
graphic tablet, including cables and soft-
ware. Power Template software includes
templates for DPaint V, DPaint IV AGA,
| PPaint 6.4, What's more you can create
your own templates using this software
{for any 2.0/3.1 compliant software). When

using the cursor it will emulate a 3
' buttoned mouse,

PGENIUS TABLET 12 X 12 ...£195.95
INCL. PEM, CURSOR AND POWER TAB/TEMP 5%

|

LA SCSI driver for all Series 1l host adaptors
and accelerator cards for all Amiga
tomputers. Please call for further information
For GVP Only.

GURU-ROM VB . ..£49.95

t: 01234 273000

 DUAL SPEED CD-ROM EXT. .

FREE CD'5S
Diggers/Oscar
Chaos Engine

_POWER CD-ROM |

...£199
. £129

POWER SCANNER

Scan in 24-bit at upto 200DP! (all Amigas
not just AGA)*, Scan in 256 greyscales at
up to 4000P (all Amigas), Thru'port for

QUAD SPEED CD-ROM EXT,
AMIGA 4000 SCSI-INTERFACE

printer connection, Fully supports AGA

chipset, Display HAMB/24-bit images on a
non-AGA Amiga (via image conversion),
full editing facilities included. Works with
2.04 ROM or above, min 1MB (recommend
ZMB).

FOWER SCAN 4 B/W
POWER SCAN 4 COLOUR . .

OCR (BOUGHT WITH SCANNER) . .. ..
OCR SOFTWARE

£169.95

£20

£49.95
£39.95

FLATBED SCANNERS

24-bit A4 flatbed scanners, complete with
software, cables and manual.*

EPSON GT-5000 . . . . ..£479.95
J4-BIT, INC. POWERSCAN SOFTWARE
EPSON GT-8500

24-BIT, INC. POWERSCAN SOFTW ARE
EPSON GT-9000 . . . .£729.95
24-BIT, INC. IMAGE FX REV. 1.5 SOFTWARE

ADPRO SOFTWARE £149.95
IMAGE FX 2.0 S/W . £149.95

SCANNER SOFTWARE

FLATEED POWERSCANNER S/w . £35

WORKS WITH ALL EPSON FLATBED SCANMERS

PC INTERFACE + COLS/'W . .
PC INTERFACE + B/W S/'W . .

£579.95

Fax: 01234 352207

VIPER 50MHZ ' - ;
; PC1208

g

SUPERSTAR W AR L

 68040/060 |

VIPER 28MHZ |

The Viper 50 can have up to 128MB
RAM installed, and the same features
as the Viper 28.

VIPER 50 BARE

VIPER 50 2MB

VIPER 50 4MB
VIPER508MB ..........
VIPER 50 16MEB

.£389.95
£599.95

B0A0RC 25N |

| FALCON

399 99

%

STARTING FROM

VIPER

A1200 8MB RAM card which uses 1 x
32 5IMMs and is PCMCIA friendly.

PC1208 BARE . .£55.95
PC1208 1MB £85.95
PC1208 2MB . ...£119.95
PCI20B4ME ............£145.95
PC1208 BMB £249.95

......................... POSTCODE

TELEPHDNE NO

SYSTEM OWNED
DESCRIPTION

CREDIT CARD NO.
EXPIRY DATE

DELIVERY

MINIMUM DELIVERY £2.50

2-3 DAYS £2.50 [ | NEXT DAY £5 [ |SAT £10[ ]

ALLOW UP TO 7 DAYS FOR CHEQUES TO CLEAR

R 1D

POWER COMPUTING LTD '44A/B STANLEY ST.

http:

[Iwww.powerc.com!/

BEDFORD MK41

email sales@powerc.demon.co.uk

TRW

POWER




SYSTEM NEWS 82
Andy Maddock brings you all that is weird and
wonderful on the Amiga games scene

HiNTS AND TIPS 84
Okay, so you got a bit stuck? It took us three
months to get this far, so stop complaining. We
lost sleep over this — honest

WATCHTOWER 86
Commando meets lkari Warriors in this top-
down blast-'em-up-type romp by OTM. Ooh, it's
great

CHARLIE J cOOL 88
Cool Charlie returns to the Amiga screens for
the second time, although this time has been
revamped and everything

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 90
Andy Maddock talks to the producer, Alexander
Petrovic, to find out more about the excellent
forthcoming beat-em-up

XTREME RACING DATA DISK- 94
Guildhall's dreams to release a data disk have
come true. If you want new graphics and
tracks, feast your eyes upon this

PREMIER MANAGER 3 DELUXE 96
You can forget about Actua Soccer on the PC
and Playstation right now because the deluxe
version of Premier Manager 3 is here

ALIEN BREED 3D 2 99
The sequel to Alien Breed 3D is finally here.

Downlood a demo from their homepage - the
address is on the news page

WorpworRTHS5 _ [E]  MODELLER 4.0 32|

The word is given on the final release of Paul Austin takes a close look at the straight
Digita's all new copy cruncher man in the Amiga's premier 3D partnership
CLASSY GRAPHICS P71 FINAL WRITER LITE 59
The latest mouse replacement plus an all Could Softwood's slim-line WP steal some sales from

new graphics tablet get taken for a test drive Digita's big budget production number
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DEevKIT 30

The omnipresent Mr South casts a knowledgeable eye
over the latest extension to our old mate Amaos

SFX SPECIAL Bl MACROFORM 60

Frank Mord explores a brand new SFX tutorial The ultimate LightWave add-on or just another collection
video plus its CD-based alter ego of expensive macros? Ben Vost investigates
CeBIT B3 HARD DRIVE ROUNDUP _[3]
The biggest news, the latest release, all courtesy of our The big, the bad and the over priced. Frank Nord

globe trotting computing correspondent - big boy Ben delivers a buyer's guide to the best in serious storage

S
LASER GUIDANCE _ EO

Andy Maddock spins those wheels of steel in the
latest incarnation of AC's very own CD special

OPERATION DATABASE [ BEGINNER'S GUIDE __ [E

Paul Overaa moves to the second phase in his Dr White coughs up another panacea for the
latest programming extravaganza growing pains of Amiga ownership

Amica COMPUTING
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HE COVERDISKS

MAGIC USER INTERFACE 3.3 |

The ultimate in graphical user interface
enhancement, and an essential system add-on
for all Amiga Internet users. This unregistered
version will allow you to run every MUI program, &%
faster than ever before E

TOOLED uP

Try out MUI with a selection of the most useful
MUI utilities, along with the usual collection of
up-to-date tools including:

Lottery, Disk Squeeze, MUI Screen Mode, Startup
Control, Scheduler, AmiCDFS 2.4, UCBackup, Mad ° &
House, Scout 2.6, Dialer, Update Libs, WBStartup+ 3

OVER
STORY

MakinG waves F

[decuiars

COMMENT 8

Will the bundling exploits of AT destroy the software
market? Ben Vost puts the argument into perspective

NeEws 12

The news just keeps flooding in - needless to say our
in-house new hound is out on the case

Tthe menu tour comes to
a close with a final foray af
menu add-ons

Paul Overaa teaches the m
basics when it comes to

Assembler essentials

Paul Overaa reveals the
rights and wrongs of
reading text files

Phil South ponders all
the latest Internet
developments

Frank Nord outlines the
finer points when it comes
to keying

:

LETTERS

The punter's opinions on the good, the bad
and the ugly in the volatile Amiga business

Acas

Our very own tech-psychologist probes the dark
recesses of Amigaphobia. What a nice bloke!

PUBLIC SECTOR 48]

Dave Cusick searches through the best freebies
and cheapies in the AC PD spectacular

& The art of Amos-based
multimedia concludes with
a close look at buttons

Paul Overaa scans over the m
' good and the bad in the

Amiga music scene

Building the body perfect? m
Steve White tells all when

it comes to tasty torsos

Neil Mohr guides,
as gently as
possible, the
innocent Interneter
through the trials
and tribulations of
getting online with
the Amiga

\ Gary Whiteley runs throuh
a few videographic stories
prior to a summer of fun

¥ Paul Austin takes the first
steps to building the

perfect bad guy
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A500 & AS500%+
HARD DRIVES

Additional RAM for the hard drive < 59 92 per 2mb

A500/+ 250mb HARD DRIVE £209 .99

. DISCOLOGY

MEMORY
EXPANSIONS |

2mb £99.99
4mb NOW ONLY £134 .99
8mb NOW ONLY £259 99

DATAFLYER SCSi+ ONLY £69.99 [

SQUIRREL SCSI INTERFACE
ALSO AVAILABLE £59.99
”E’P PCMCIA fitting SCSI interface

55s% EZ DRIVES

\'5199 99
or £239.99 with a Squirrel or Dat.
135mb EZ cartridge £15.99

DATA FLYER ",
4000SX" |

imb .99 40mhz 68882 FPU (plcc) :69.99
2mb £77.99 50mhz 68882 FPU (PGA) :79.99
4mb £99.99 All FPU's are supplied with crystal oscilators
8mb £159.99




SPEEDCOM
VMIODEMS

FREE MODEM ACCESORIES PACK (worth

SCSI CD
ROM DRIVES

MEDIAVISION ‘RENO’

9.99
or £229.99 with a
Squirrel or Dataflyer

100mb ZIP cartridge
£15.99

2.5’ HARD
DRIVES S

No.1

No.1
FOR AMIGA

tel- D161 79&£

3.5 HARD | tek:0161 796 5
DRIVES "“"m?ﬂm

4 APOLLO A1200 ‘
N ACCELERATORS

AL A
=YGLANLU

Connect etc acceptei

Please phane first to
check availability

APOLLO 1220 ONLY £99 99 of any item.

APOLLO 1220 +1mb £139.95 <, R

From the M62 Junction 17
head towards Bury.
We are 50 yards on

the right hand side after
the third set of fights.

e is next to the
instructions per secor S florists opposite

=" | APOLLO 1232/50 £199.99
4mb SIMM £99 99
8mb SIMM £159 99
68882 FPU £69.99

Access, Visa, Switch, Deita,

‘Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm

FOR MAIL ORDER

IN MANCHESTER

(credit/switch card sales only

The door to our premises



t has been said before. It will be

said again. The Amiga market has

itself in a stranglehold. No-one
: else is killing our machine but the
users, companies, and publishers that are
supposed to be supporting it.

We all think the software bundle that
accompanies every Amiga these days is the
best yet, a smashing set of products, but the
only problem with giving away all this nice
software is that it reduces the chances that
anyone will bother to buy anything else. If
you supply a machine with everything its
owner is likely to need, where's their
incentive to go and spend some more
moaney?

Sony themselves said that they purposely
didn't bundle any software with their
PlayStation console for the specific reason of
getting people to fork out more cash for
something to play on it. And everyone knows
that in the console game, software is where
the money is made. Perhaps future bundles
should concentrate more on shareware
products or ones that definitely don't fulfill
the potential of the machine. This might also
cost a lot less for AT than market leaders
would, thus saving some cash for R&D or
perhaps adding in a larger hard drive.

RIPPED OFF
Magazine publishers are as much at fault
with a seemingly endless stream of full prod-
uct coverdisks that will soon dry up as pub-
lishers realise they will get no further rev-
enue from sales to end users. This approach
also alienates the end users who have paid
good money for a product, only to find it for
free on the front of a magazine six months
down the line. Now | don't subscribe to the
theory that these people have been ripped
off - they've had six months of usage out of
that program, they have proper documenta-
tion and (possibly) support and a firm
upgrade path — but there are those that do.
We at Amiga Computing have pretty much
(only pretty much) given up on the idea of
selling our souls for a quick buck as we have
realised that the demise of the Amiga market
can only be accelerated by such behaviour,
and we are concentrating on offering our
readers the best demos of new products or
registered shareware which actually helps
the Amiga community, or even our collection

Lhe AL team

Killing
ourselves

of utilities from Aminet and elsewhere. After
all, some blame must be laid at the publish-
ers' doors for entering into the deal with the
magazines for their products anyway.

If they were more willing to create demos
of their products rather than simply dump
out old versions, readers could get a look at
new software and then, and here's the
secret, go out and buy it... ...provided, of
course, they can still find someone who sells
Amiga software. Retailers are never happy to
see something they have in stock appearing
on the front of the magazine because it
means they have wasted money on stock
that is never going to be sold - perhaps this
is another reason there are so few dealers

Does bundling
software or
putting it on
coverdisks kill
the market? Ben
Vost thinks so

willing to stock Amiga software any more.

I'm not asking anyone to boycott maga-
zines that put full software on their covers,
that would be unrealistic. But unless some-
thing changes in the very near future, there
won't be any more programs to put on
coverdisks because the publishers will have
gone down the pan, the users will have sold
their Amigas, and AT will be left holding
stock of thousands of unwanted Amigas for
which there is no market. Just thought you

ought to know.. AL

Ben Vost
Editor

CIRCULATION DIRECTOR  David Wren
COMMERCIAL DIRECTOR  Denise Wright

CHAIRMAN  Richard Hease
EDITOR l-"ll'ﬂ

ARTEDITOR Tym Leckey

MEWS EDITOR  Tina Hackert DISTRIBUTION COMAG (01895) 444055 : ‘M E [1.] A
COVERDISK EDITOR  Neil Mohr SUBSCRIPTION  0151-357 2961 w”qmww*mﬁ
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PRODUCTION MANAGER L""@.R'ﬁ Tek 01625 878888 , Fax 01625 850652 permission. While every care is taken, the Ongoing quarterly direct debit: £10.99 (UK only)
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Siegfried DISCOLOGY

No.1
FOR MAIL ORDER

No.1

" DISCOLOGY
is available NOW
Discology comprises all the  PRICE £19.99

functions that are (plus £1.50 for postage and packing)

demanded from a ) A A0
Telephone for a FREE - VIS0
P At gl [T TR PR | (creait/switeh card sales only)

Europe’s No.1 | Msess
Disk Duplication o
System |

ANTI VIRUS is next 1o the
is available NOW -

# {plus £1.50 for postage and packing)
" Telephone for a FREE
full information l_ihaet




LOW COST DELIVERY

®2-4 Week Days £3.50
OMextYWeek Day £5.95
#Saturday delivery £10.00
* Delivery subject to stock availability
®All prices include YAT @ 17.5%
®Large showroom with parking

® Multi-million pound company
® Overseas orders welcome

@ Educational purchase orders welcome

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

=rr=9 HOW TO ORDER

Order by telephone quoting your
Credit Card Number. If aying ba
cheq r[:-h.—t..u make payable to: FIRST
ITER CENTRE™ In al

lease ré).uc-tr'.- aP
ept. Al

Telephone Q1 13 23 19444

24 HR MAIL ORDER SERYICE FAX: 0113 231-9191
NEW BBS ‘;’ﬂl:i:-s&Technical line Tel: 0113 1]|-|4?._1

Late Might Opening
Wednesday & Thursday
il 7.30pm

-Hf:r'l-nng d'” eque clearance

9
SHOWROOM ADDRESS:
DEPT. AC, UNIT 3, ARMLEY PARK
COURT, STANNINGLEY RD,
LEEDS, LSI2 2AE.
< @i v 514
Lombard Tricity low rate
finance now available, call.

Hardware

BIIE R LEREA [ Amiga A1200
Amiga’s Magic Pack
A1200 Inc.170Mb HD
MagicPack & Scala MM300

WASE core. | i ' roduriped
; Pack, But also includes
Scala MMI0D0{Req. 4Mb).

_£469.95

FIRS1
COMPUTER CENTRE

HP CD-R 4020i

L:h:,.

CD-Recorder dx readilx write

Tomorrows, — £929 Q5

technology today

ga Al200
surf Pack

Inc. 260Mb HD

& 14.4 Modem

inchades, Al dhe Magic Pack sofowars,
phi tha latess Crsmn and Intomet
scoous witwars desl gnad for the
Srvign. AN this for only

£559.95

Fr||1l.1.5.h.1|‘|:w awre C0 ROM I
Valued at £10 free with Reno drive

Amiga Technologies 74 Min. Media

= 10 off £64.99 100 off L575.99
1241 Q-Drive Quad Speed | | Master-ISO CD-R software
Chead speed external CD-Rom

Drive for A 1108, vis PCMCIA only!‘£139 9'5 nrr Call for details £349.95

I..N'\- a4 j|r|| gl |r||?_=rl, rEgul r||
(Internal SCSI CD ROM drives SCSI Controllers
Squirrel SCSI1-11 Interface

A4000 compatible CD ROM drives *£45.00
Toshiba 540 | BxdSpeed £141.95 “¥¥hen bought sith arrp HOACD RO deies, D54 59 Il iught ssparses
i g " SurFSqulrrgTE{:'S1- Il Interface 7995

Toshiba3T0 | Bub.75peed  £319.95
Toshibia drives are shorter than std. drives & GVP 4008+ | Olctagon SCSI-ll controllers £99.95
L rtorf o ¢ droh o bulg s o, A AR 1000 st

Pirihu r'||| Vhire

£354 95

First Starter Pacle
® Al200 dust cover

® 10 x DSDD disks + labels All for
® Top quality joystick only

L ] Dl,-.lu:l.l:lnnq.utmil
L® 3 xAI200

68040-25 £2092.95
£19.95 | 68060-50 £2366.95

Hard Drives

=0 fit inside the A4000 case.

Disk Drives Squirrel l/face

3.5" Hard Disk Drives
witth Al 200/&00 install kit
{*lmml I'mlh&ﬁn‘lf ualifed

Lorger wh e )
cables and instructions
lI.'IMI:. L185.95 B50Mb..L199.95

1.08Gig..£219.95 2.1 Gig..£379.95)

External Hard Drives
for all SCSI aware Amiga's

2.5" Hard Drives for A&600/
Al 200 with installation kit
ine. software, screws, cables
and instructions

T Seapae CommrR
Mb.......L89.95 130Mb..£109.95

I170Mb..L 1 14.95 250Mb..£139.95
340Mb..£175.95 510Mb..£217.95

\MIGA
MI1438S

Armiga Branded

asthe !0 nitar
Fcro 1438,

has Steren speakers

Zip Drive

¥ Includes
& Tip Towols sultwar
" | X JDO0EE
Ll .|‘| s na

£I99 95

-

W N

Surf Sqg I.J-IFFE1
® Hi speed serial port
TLAE

® SCSI interface
— £99.95

LT ting HD

Microvitec 1438 monitor
without speakers £164.95
| Extra adaptor may be réq. L6.99

Amitel |10B4S £199.95

4% Colear COA Steres Muomdor, Corvigersite
Widsn, Digital AGH, Anslog Inputs.

£6.95

840Mb £2139.95 1.2Gig £299.95

2.0Gig £639.95 4.0Gig £1069.95
b High mumleey S0 500 Chuarniimn [

Squthoil!i ~ £234.95
additional media £15.95

Externaldrive £49.95

600 internaldrive £39.95

i 2 47 .
BI0Mb..£321.95 1.0Gig..£411.95 Sqq_“rr(ﬂ v
[ e

@ SCSII1 interface

From only *£45. 008 pechemd

£54.95 o purchased separat

‘srccenn e, iriwmal PSU, SCSHD sobocfar
Fan, sraf PALS
Rawprey SC51 minrtacr, i Sparee
siddstional sdapoor may be reg, (3

Includes set up sofrware, cabbes and full
matruetsong, w0 Hard Deive.

3.5" Hard Drive install kit£18 vi

onitor dust cover

Supwre

r[5uprn=--=;,§ =modem 18 3]

Ymodem Modems RAM Expansion/Accelerators

m A1200 RAM

Expansion F
A1200 | MB RAMSpecial price!! £79.95 V1 FJ R
A12002MBRAM £99.95
A12004 MB RAM £114.95| Viperll-50 £199.95
A12008 MB RAM £170.95| Upto I T8MbRAM FPUSocket AR T clock
A1200 IMB/33Mhz Co Pro £99.95| Yiperll-28 ) ;m&.'f 95
Al12002MB/33MhzCoPro  £124.95| S 2200 T
A1200 4 MB/33Mhz CoPro  £150.95|(A500/600 RAM Expansion)
(AI2008MB/33MhzCoPro  £199.95) oo o RAM o dock £19.95

PRIMA A500+ | MbRAM £29.95
PRIMA AS00 | Mb RAMno clocki219.95

( Accelerator C‘lrfh

'._'II.'_ L

® Class | Fax
® Personal Yoioe Mail
® Fax on Demand
® Call Discrimination
BABT Approved
® 14,400 Data/l 4,400 Fax £111.95

#33,600 Datall 4,400 Fax £193.9

[ SupraExpress 288

Only
£153.95 2
lu.-nuﬁu.-qﬂm

"V‘lllund.lnl & Clhasa | Fan
B N e Boltwars W 5 Y aar Werrsniy
Supra rresderm sre rot BART spprsreinl, Barmeir ey perbitn
un mmpll B i onst ke ILAURT ajarvied micbema Sug .
Hﬂl'rlhh'lli'ﬂlﬂ'“m

® Up to | 15,200bps (v42bis) ® Class | & 1 Fax

® Silent & Adaptive Answer ® Unique LCD Display
® V34 Seandard ® Flash ROM

& MNComm Software ® 5 Year Warranty

MASSIVE PRICE REDUCTIONS
I Mb72Pin SIMM £19.95
4 Mb 72 Pin SIMM £47.95
BMb71PinSIMM £93.95
16 Mb 72 pin SIMM £235.95
IMb 30 pin SIMM £33.95
256x4 DRAM each)£6.95

18 i phansighn W1 2kels s Baat oy W4

£287.95 257 14

art axchange avallable on your o
mamary, Call far pricing.

Ink Cartridges
195 CamonB]INStar S48
Camisn B 200/210
Camon B]10 (¥ pack)

Ribbons
Chtizen Swift/ABC mono
Citizen Swift/ ABC coloisr LiLes
S:ntgmmum:&mm {145 CamonBjCT mn-rmtl_ruﬂ
Sear LC10/100 colour 735 Smon METH Colow [ pati
Star LTI #0¢ colour L11.9% Canon BJC 4000 colour {single )
Sear LC340c mono ings Camon BJC 4000 mono (single)
StarLCI0mone {5 9% Canon BJC 4000 mona high cap.
Star LCI- 10200000 Cotour (13,95 2nonBIC 808emana high cap.

; Canon B|C 00e colour
Re-Ink Spray for mono ribbans. L1195 I:Iﬁrml'irhu:lvl!-ld.cn{mﬂ

[ Wve stock awide range ol ] Citizen Printiva Metallic colours

EPSON

Stylus Colour 1] £330.95
T30 dpi, Appm Blsck, Ippm Calour,
Stylus Colour lls £119.95
T3dpl, 1.4pprm Black, | pprm Colour.
Stylus 820 LIB1.95

Printers
Canon CITIZEN

A Cithnan printsrs kave s 1 pasr warran
Partabie s priner, 18 pags ASF bubtin
Canon BjLC TOColour L135.95% ABC Colour printer m
Portable colaur pririer, 10 page ASF F— ABEY = —
Canon B I rﬂ L1B3.95 C-n-nnn:::r-l:ﬂ U::lmu-:m

V38 dipl, 1 Speprrs Bk, Csber Upgraiaabie.

m-rhrh wvirtual T10 Tractor s optioeale L0 %
NewliCana = ;’_ 115,95 Citizen Printiva Te00c  £381.9% Stylus Pro E461.95
H..,.. 400 dpl calour, | OB dpd mona pringer, & L
p‘hmﬁ-'l'hl . T20nTI0 dpe. P go Real qualivy o
CanonBJCA |00 oiour L8395  Spacmmd eyt ety ot

l." |T‘u3-j'f-‘|ll'.IC| cHur f!:‘:.ﬂs DKI

§/;) HEWLETT® o e W
Authorised OKI dealer
3 F PACKARD OL&00es £374.95
LED kaser prirter, § paie, | ol &
HP 340 Portabl £220.95 OL&I0ex  €A76.95
£105.95 Cobur uppradeslls poiialds priede LED lasmr printer. & plgsion, THi of Bam
HP&OD £231.95
StarLC|00tpnCoiour  £119.95 Colourmperadesbin s i ot Col Kieid] 93 Miscellaneous
VB0 g dradt, 43 cps ML, Amigs drivers, HF &40 Colour £330.95
Sear LC14014 pinmanao E117.95 Mew ool inkjet fraen HE
173 cpu draftwith ASF builtin :::1:;”{—' "*' : ‘-“33.?5
rLC240C i | ki) dpi up to & pip'e mons, Iptpec
Aer i AlGne LY WP aterprinter | CAINS
Star 5] | 448 Caknr £129.95 1npmim

HP 5P Laser printer
Calmisr e &l trasnfsr princer, | rumning
e T e et L e s & B i dpi

(BN L

45 Bulk DSDD
5 10x£3.45

645 30xE9.95

e S0x£15.95

100 x £19.95
100 x £54.95
500xL118.95
L17.9% Branded DSDD
TR 10w 495 100 = £35.95
o5 J0xE12.95 100 x £63.95
(24,95 50x {1595 500x £142.95
i Bulk DSHD
10 = £3.95

comsumables for all printers ﬂ‘;-gm‘“!*: ::: Mﬁﬂm:""“"“
" - Derkje
Lasers, Dot Matrix and Egucn Styhies mnano
Inkjets old and new.

Epson Stylus colour
PREMIER-IMNK Epson Stylus Col. /5820 Mono
Cartridge Refills

E pron Stylus Col. 1115810 Colour
Sawn a fortune In renning Coss with poue ink!

hubbls jst. Ca llubllllulh'l.ll HF’DIlhlﬂ
wrimn, Canon B Q708001 18700180018,

Sqwr S}l Clrigsn Projst snd many ochers.
Full range af calour avaahls
Single refills {2tmil) 6,95
Twin refills (44ml) L1195
Thres codowr kic (bml) L1995
Full codour kit [B8md) L1795
Bulk Fefills {1 35ml) L14.95
Printer repair specialists call

or quote

Epson Stylus 810 colowr upgrade
Star 5] 1 44 mana/colowr (sagle)

100 x £33.95
Covers 5

WxLIl95 100 x £59.95
Al printer dust covers 5 S0x£17.95  S00xE134.95
Papar __ Branded DSHD
R, (8 e,
Eanfld priioras 755 JOx L1595 200x£B4.9%5

$|l'l:;lel-i!¢el: 500 s 5 S0xLI5.95 SO0xLIP0.95

i sheet | 000 sheets 55 al
5|$mt it £17 95 Disklabels x500 £8.95

Eton Scriis T10dpipmperpack  £12 1'? Disk labels x 1000 £9.95

Sitar LT Y0w pinmans
ASF busht b, panh tracter optiosal




Colour Real Time
Amiga video
capture system

¥ Composits & SYHS inputi

®  Temae Lapse remmate prabbing
8 BMRTIFF & PCX File Support
¥ LoadSawe 14 Bit ILBM & Anima

£139.95
VIDI Amiga 24 (RT) Pro
Professional Colour =
Real Time Ami
video capture sy#:m
Compoite & 5YHS mputs
1§.7 million colowr grabbsing

BHP TIFE, PCX, AMIM, ILEM
Processing contron & offects

£224.95

Coamparihle with VHS & SVHS
Sawe & load in multiple Sle formats

Sepport for virtual memory  Iebcheaitart 104
Bdditional telenest facilicies ...:a.- h-lﬂbir;\hﬁ-

Large previcw winsdow

Technosound
Turbo 2 Pro

Bi11 bit Stereo Sampler plus
many more advanced features

t?"."‘ A bargain at only £ 2.7.95
Mega-Lo-Sound

8 bit direct-to-disk sampler 4 i
Great value at only £25.,95
N_ ¥

ProMIDI
Interface

SFID im, MDD ches & T 5 MDA
L - uulu_'|r-|:|l. woithy &l HEDH

only!! £19.95
® 2 x 3metre MIDI cables £9.99

AURA
00%x £74.95

Octamed compatible

12 & bit stereo direct-to-disk
PCHCIA sarmpler

saftware

Mega Mouse+ 400 dpif 1 2.95
HegaHnundﬂﬂ £11.45
za Mouse 560dpi £12.45

ousemat 4mm £3.95
AlfaData Trackball £34.95
Zip Stick joystick £9.95
Gravis Amiga joystick £19.95
ZyFi-2 Speakers £26.95
ZyFiProSpeakers  £57.95
H-Dhﬂ.'bhi'&mmwm:n £9.95
Amiga Contol Pad £9.95

Amiga Modulator £34.95

/Amiga PSU £34.95

Kickstart 2.04/2.05 £24.95
CIA 8520A 1/O chi £18.95
FPU25mhz PLC £34.95
PU3ImhzPLCC  £39.95
Turbotech R/T clock

Hdﬁc £- all Amiga's -

BI itz Basic
Blitz Basic2. |

Popular BASIC programming
l:.ngulge for all Amlga 7

Genlocks

£ﬁ39 95
ngluck 292

'£264.95
f\-Cut

£164.95

Fusiun Genlock

2N ® Camy rappe hune
+& Only!! £95.95
Entry level Genlock

‘Word Processor/Publisher

Latest version of this award
winning sofDware

only! £72.95

Final Writer
.
Lite
Word Processor
Requires Kickstart 2.04 or
above, 2Mb of Ram and |

Floppy Drive, Hard Drive
ingtallable if desired

£39.95
S | vini Office

= Inw:nu-d- Package

Wn_rdwurm Ver. 5
horemer T £74.95

®IMb of Memary
®2eFleppy drives

ar HDrive

Cables

Amiga-CD32 serial Metwork cabte £14.95
Amiga Parnet partiel Metwork £ 14,95
Modem Cable 9-25/25-25  £9.95
Null Modem Cable £9.95
Amiga-¥VGA Monitor £12.95
Amiga-TV Cable £2.45
Amiga-CMB833 Monitor £9.95
Amiga-Scart Cable £9.95
Printer Cable (1.8 metre) £4.95
‘Disk Drive/Monitor Ext.  £14.95
Analogue PC ).stick Adapt. £7.595
MouselJoystick Extension  £4.95
Mouseljoystick Autoswitch £9.95
MIDI Cables (3 metre x2) £9.95
Centronics-Centronics £9.95
SC51 D25-50 way Cent. £11,95
SCSI D25-50 way Micro-D £15.95
SCS| Adaptors from.. £15.95
SCSl Terminators from... £19.95
Internal SCSI Cables from... £9.95
1.5" IDE Hard Drive Cable £5.95
Amijpa-3.5" Hard Drive £18.95
pecial

Offer

Citizen ABC

I
Limited special offer price

only! £135.95

Graphics
New!! Epsan GT-SBDO

£399 95

r Ariga range ol §agecins
req. soditirsl driver wfrears and o
Widernrrnnsl paralisl cabl

Epson GT-8500
£529.95

Art Depnrtment Pro

S:arl-ner Cnntmller

S —

£B'? 95 £99 95

radeiy (1900

only £59.95

Thee arnaring rew graphics tabiet for the Amiga
diewelopsed with First Computer, 1% rated 0 Amiga
Shopper, Reguires 1.04 W or sbowe

L

Final Data

® Requires Workbeneh 1.3 ar
above, |Mb of memory &
I Noppy drive

£39.95
Twist 2

Relational Database
® Requires Workbench 1.1 or
above & 2Mb of memory

£74.95

Spreadsheets
Finul Carl Final Calc
£94.95

- ® Requires Workbench 2.0 or

above, IMb of memeory min
Home Finance

H.Disk with SMb of free space
Money Matters 4 £49.95

Utilities

Di-h'u..-r"r' t. | per 1_|r|
or £3.50 for 4+

I 7 Bit The 5th Dimension

17 Bit Collecrtion (Double)

I 7 Bit Continuation

17 Bit Phase 5

1 7 Bit/LSD compendium | orl
17 Bit/LSD compendium 3

AminetBor9or |10 £12.45
Aminet collection(Aminet 1 4) £214.45
MMMM!{M”} £24.45
New!! Amos Users CD PD Ver 1
Animations (Double)
Mew!! Arowors

New!! Assassins 2 {Double)
BCINet I/2

New!! Cé4 Sensations
CAM (Double)

CDPD 1,23 0r4
DemoCD 2

New!lEric Schwartz CD
NewllEncounters UFO Pher
Fractal Universe
MNew!!Global Amiga Experience
Goldfish 112

E'H.'?E
£14.45
£14.45
£16.95
E£16.95

£16&.95
£17.45

LB.95
£17.45

£B.95
E16.45
£22.45

£8.95

£8.95
£24.95
£14.95
£17.45
£24.95
2495

TOrTYENG

Graphics Software

; Phntogenics vi.2

14 bit grap s m:nlputa.ﬂnn
Reg. f RAM, and

H.ll.h-.l: |.r| 1. ] or -u-;;hl T
Photogenics

! only! £49.95

Art Dept. Pro.

Image processing software

£I2995

¥ Scala MM21 |

£139.95
New!!

® MM300 £224.95
® MM400 £274.95
CinemadD
£169.95

Amiga Ray-Tracing software
Reg. IMb of RAM, and
Kickstart 2 or higher

Hand Scanners
Power Scan v4. £89.95

156 glucale on AGHA Amiga, 64 g'scale non AGA

PowerScanCol. £174.95

24 bit colowr scareer, 16,7 mnillion colgir

Vista Pro 3

Landscape Artistry software

oxplore re
in wivid detai
Also

M ath £8.99 £1?'95

Terraform L899
Vista Pro 3 Lite £24.95

Distant Suns 5
Desktop Planotarium

Req. Kickitart 1.04 or abows

1Mb of RAM and a Hard drive

£27.95
Studio 2 £49.95

*If you want to jet the best possibde resulos
from your printer, get a copy of studio”. Frank
Mord, Amiga Computing April'®é. Essontial
*:l'lfl;w'l.rf' frit WFOLIF 'n“"li.t

GP Fax £49. 95

\Use your Amiga modem as a fax machin

(GBRoute Plus  £44. 95

Amiga Route Plannes. Winner of the™Best
Amiga Litility Software” award. Worls on all
Amiga's with at ﬂ."rl:l IMb of Memory.

"

A

Amlga CD ROM's

Grafix Sensations
Mewl!Groliers Encyclopedia 2
lllusions in 3D

Mew!ILight ROM 3

Light Works

Magic lllusions

Mew!!Meeting Pearls 3
MultiMedia ToolKit 2 (1xCD's)
MewllNetwork 2 CD
MNewllMFA AGAE KpEriancs
Mew!!Octamed 6§ CD

Meaw PH:E.'.’ PrimaCD Val.
Mewl!Sci-fi Sensations

Space And Astronomy

Mew!! Speccy Sensations lI
The Beauty of Chaos

Tenon Tenpack( | 0xCD's)
Newl!UPD Gold CD (4 x CD's)
MNew!!'W orld OFf F"lnup; 2
WPD Hottest 5

Weird Science Fonts/Clipart
Welrd Science Animation
Mew!! World Info 95

Newl! XiPaintV3.2

MNew!! Zoom ||

Turbotech

Turbotech Real/Time

Clock cartridge
Usually £17.99

Special offer price

£14.95

Yorkshire's Premier
Internet provider
One time connection fea of
£19.38 and then just (14,69 2
muanth thoreafter, 15:1 User
Ratio, Excellent Bandwiddh,

Web space avallable
Call for further details




Huow timeE
ore news from the World of Amiga is

M that Zeus Developments will be
launching a new bulletin board software
package for the Amiga. Called Zeus, it will
support links to the Internet and users can be
dllocated e-mail addresses, read UseNet, and
download files from the Amiga software
directory. The package contains industry-

standard communications protocols such as
Hydra, RIP Graphics, IEMSI Logons. Zeus's
Nick Loman commented: “Zeus contains a
revolutionary new communications standard
for the Amiga which features an attractive
graphical user interface, sound and vision
capabilities, and an increased operating
speed.”

I'\ANORAKNOPHOBIA
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LIRUE COLOURS

ver the last few months Pragma have
released two new products worth a
mention. They are the new range of ColorQ
colour copier interfaces, the ColorQ E4000
and E5000. Both use ColorQ's diamond
press compression technology. Doug
Bamwell, Divisional Manager for the ColorQ,
commented
“When we first saw the new models with
diamond press compression technology it
was immediately apparent that the speed
advantage was tremendous, allowing ripping
of colour images in continuous tone of up to

a tenth of the conventional size." Pragma
also distribute Printronix products in the UK
and as such announce the launch of the new
5000 series line matrix printers which
promise new low costs. Pragma state that
this has been achieved by ensuring all
models use common parts, with only the
hammer shuttle assembly different to each
printer.

The necessary intelligence has been
incorporated onto the shuttle assembly and
has therefore reduced the number of parts
for each machine.

[JI1GHTS, CAMERA, ACTION

ore news on the World Of Amiga (all set to happen at the Hammersmith Novatel an
13-14 Apnil) is that Epic Marketing will be showing their new CD-ROM designed to help

out budding film makers. Showing Volume One of what will be a series is Special FX which
shows movie makers how to produce good, low-cost special effects. All the titles and video
effects have been produced on an Amiga and each CD will show a short film using the effects

i and then go on to explain how it was done. The CD will be priced at £29.99.

AmicAa COMPUTING

MAY 19896

By Tina Hackett

LlALk TALK

merican company, Parth Galen

Software, have released three programs
to provide synthetic speech for the Amiga. The
first product, called SofTalk, is a fully compati-
ble replacement for the original Amiga speech
software and as well as having basic voice
output for existing programs, it provides up to
four channels of voice output. SofTalk is a
programmable synthesiser and also has a
range of speech effects which can be accessed
by newer programs.

Parth Galen have also released TransMaker
which allows text-to-speech translation for any
language, and PhonMaker which lets the user
design voice phenomes. Both TransMaker and
PhonMaker cost $47.50 and run on Amiga
systems using Version 2.04+ software.
Their output files can be used by the SofTalk
synthesiser.

SofTalk is available for $7.50 (foreign
postage charges are extra), and Parth Galen
can be contacted at 24475 158th Avenue,
Cold Spring, Minnesota, USA 56320.

EIMiATLAS

Arrih e Pro Wl O 8 Arri g

71 Roll up, get your AmiAtias
F ollowing our AmiAtlas review we've had various enquiries asking where
you can actually get the product from. So here it is:
Andreas Regul, Gutenbergstrasse 5a, 64289 Darmstadt, Phone +49 (0)6151
718950,




0/10 For
GUILDHALL

Award Winning

o Educational Software
' |

¢ Shape & Colour

¢ Humbers

. Alphabet

¢ Scionce

v Tables & Bonds

v Logic

v Algebrs

v Time

+ Properties

 Words ]
Qﬁ-‘

v
« ﬁﬁ‘r

.1:1 0/10 Software, makers of many an
"B educational title, are making their
products available though Guildhall Leisure.
The Guildhall name may ring a bell amongst
thase who browse our games section as the
company have had great successes with
titles such as Gloom from Black Magic and
Super Skidmarks from Acid Software.

The range of software from 10/10 has
been re-packaged and is now available for
E14.99. Their current titles include Essential
Maths and Early Essentials, but more are on
the way such as Essential History aimed at
the 5 to 12-year old and Essential IT for

all ages.

0 The new $X32 from Eyetech provides a portable multimedia solution

E yetech have announced
their plans to make the

best out of the CD32. Disa-
ppointed by the lack of expansion
facilities and input/output connec-
tors, they are now releasing the
5X32 expansion unit to provide a
portable Amiga solution with built-
in CD-ROM. Claiming to be ‘every-
thing the 5X 1 should have been’ it
fits in the CD32's FMV slot and
incorporates the Amiga serial, par-
allel, video and floppy disk connec-
tions. As well as having a standard
15-pin VGA monitor connector, it
also allows the addition of a 2.5
inch hard disk drive and a 72-pin

SIMM within the CD32. Eyetech
believe that as the 5X32 only sticks
out 1 centimetre more than the
normal CD32, and because of it's
sturdy attachment, it makes it an
ideal portable, low cost, multime-
dia option. The compatible
keyboards and floppy disk drives
are also available from Eyetech.
The 5X32 comes with a Workbench
3 CD which also has various utili-
ties and PD/Shareware programs.
The 5X32 is £199.95, the Compact
Amiga Keyboard, £34.95 and
External floppy disk drive £44.95
(UK prices). Contact 01642
713185.

[daLL FOR ACTION ON PIRACY

FREE BEER

Now we have your attention, we just want to
say thanks for the great response we've had
to our Reader Surveys. Still keep them
coming though - there's no free beer (that
was a cheap trick) but there is £200 worth
of software and hardware tailored to your
computer’s needs up for grabs.

We'll put your surveys into a draw and
the lucky winner will be announced in our
looth issue. All your entries must be
received by 6 April, so send them to Reader
Survey, Amiga Computing, Media House,
Adlington Park, Macclesfield, Cheshire
SK10 4NP.

ON THE MOVE

Amiga distributors SDL have announced
that the company are set to move to new
premises in Woking. SDL, which also incor-
porates the retail chain Silica, were recently
saved from financial strife by a take aver by
the Anglo Corporation.

The move will mean expansion for the
company as the new site is around 10,000
square feet bigger than their current premis-
es. However, although all the current staff
have been offered jobs at the new site, it's
thought that some staff may not wish to
relocate.

LORD OF
THE FLIES

ccording to industry paper, CTW, some of the big games firms are calling for a
=% separate body to fight piracy. Currently, ELSPA (the Entertainment and Leisure
Software Publishers Association) have their Anti-Piracy Crime Unit dealing with the problem.
However, following the recent news that the Police and Trading Standards could refuse to
take action against pirates unless the industry actually provides more resources themselves,
some of the major players are suggesting that ELSPA's Anti-Piracy Unit is made into an
independent body.
This, they believe, will make the industry more focused on the problem. ELSPA answered
by saying that the suggestion had not been thought out properly and that the Crime Unit
worked as a standalone organisation anyway.

Congratulations to Ben Vost, our Pog-collect-
ing Deputy Editor, who has been promoted
to the role of Editor. Vost was too emotional
fo comment at the time but has since been
sighted wearing big black boots and
brandishing a whip

SIGN OF THE
TIMES

A recent article in The Times Interface
computer section hailed the Amiga as “the
leading games machine and now one of the
foremost multimedia home computers” in
their recent article announcing The World of
Amiga Show. Praise indeed.....

SCALA OOPS

While we may have been on the ball in get-
ting you Scala’s new phone number in the
UK, we didn't actualy give you the right
number.

The number you need to phone is actua-

LIOWERING ABOVE

Blittersoft have a new range of Amiga Tower systems and expansion
Shuttle boards available.

The standard Tower has a choice of several front panel designs
and uprated PSUs are available in 230, 250 and 300W ratings.
Shuttles available are the Shuttle 2000, 1200, 1200PCl, 3000, 4000
and the 3000PCl and 4000PCI.

News also from Blittersoft this month is that they are now the
exclusive distributors of products from Canadian company,
AsimWare Innovations Inc. Blittersoft will also be releasing
MasterlSO from AsimWare Innovations, a program which allows
the user to create an I1SO image which can be written to a
CD-ROM recorder in order to create custom CD-Rom and CD-Audio

discs. fly 01920 484811, and it is their fax number
Catch our review of MasterlSO next month, with a roundup of on 01920 484148, in case you need fo fax
CD-ROM Recorders. them.
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I7ipEO STAR

L ondon company, Connections, have a solution to your
video making problems. If you can't afford the equipment
or you don't know how to make a video, then they are offering
a range of services to help. Various training courses are avail-
able with free offers for the unwaged. You can also hire the
equipment which includes Lights-Sound-2, Machine S-VHS
and three Machine Beta Cam Edit facilities, Vision Mixer and
Computer Graphics. Connections are based in
Hammersmith and can be contacted on 0181-741 1766.

Find out how to make a video )
at London-based Connections

[Jisko INFERNO

F or those interested in

home or professional
video production, you may
like to know that Diskotech
have announced the release
of their new collection of
animated titling fonts.
Following on from the original
MaovieFonts, it works with all
Amigas with 1Mb using
Deluxe Paint or similar.
Available as a 10 disk pack,
MovieFonts 2 costs £40 and
contains 18 original colour
fonts which share the same
palette for mixing and match-
ing without colour conflict.
The set is available now from
Diskotech, Melin-Y-Garth,
Builth Wells, Powys LD4 4AW.

IEHMS 1

N1l

MovieFonls 2 is now =
available for both home
and professional video users
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ESCOM JARGON FIESTA

w e've recently received a news release from Amiga

Technologies regarding Escom’s shares. After ploughing
through all the jargon, the gist of it is that Escom have now
got some more funding but have had to give up some centrol

in terms of shares..we think.

Apparently, ESCOM AG have increased their capital with a
cash outlay of DM59,994,000. Escom explained: “The new
shares have been taken over by Commerzbank AG for the
issue consortium and will be offered to shareholders at the
earliest possible date after presentation of the 1995 annual

report.

The increase in capital is part of an agreement between
the company, its associates and bankers by which the

30 per cent.

successtully.”

[Hatest FRom CLOANTO

c loanto are gearing up their products for the

Internet as their Personal Paint 6.4 is induded in
the Amiga Internet Surfer Pack. They claim that Personal
Paint proves ideal for Web publishing as it offers profes-
sional colour reduction, dithering, quantization and
antialiasing algorithms. The package also supports new
Web graphics formats such as PNG.

Check out the Aminet and Compuserve for Cloanto's
new GIF 1/0 module (‘personal_gif_iolibrary’ version 5.0)
for their Personal Paint package which they've just
released into the Public Domain. For Aminet go to

ghx/conv/git_io.lha, for CompuServe GO AMIGAUSER,
Library B, GIF_I0.LHA

Cloanto have also been busy on new DataTypes to be
included in the Surfer Pack. The DataTypes which are for
the GIF, Jpeg, PNG and XBM formats, support 24-bit
DataType tag extensions, and can pass true colour data to
applications like the CyberGraphx software. They can also
process around 99.5 per cent of pictures on the Web -a
higher percentage than comparable Mac and PC systems.

A new CD-ROM is on the horizon too. Called The Kara
Collection, it is a compilation of ten years of artwork from
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company acquire new resources amounting approximately
DM100 million.” Manfred Schmitt, the principal shareholder
in ESCOM AG, has transferred 16 per cent of the base capital
to the BV Beteiligungsgesellschaft GmbH, a subsidiary of the
Bayerische Vereinsbank AG, and a further 2.5 per cent of the
base capital to Siemens Nixdorf Informationssysteme AG. This
in effect means that Schmitt's share has been cut by nearly

The company gave this official statement: "By this action
shareholders and banks have created the right conditions to
give ESCOM AG a more solid financial base and an extension
of its circle of shareholders enabling it to develop its business

WHITE WEBBING

The first wedding to be broadcast live on
the Internet is about to take place in
Istanbul. Virtual guests can link up for the
ceremony or even chat to guests at the
actual reception.

Apparently, the site will be running
after the event with a Baby Album being
promised for the near future!

EXPOSED

A new initiative has been set up fo allow
the public to use the Internet as an anony-
mous way of blowing the whistle on any
dangerous or illegal practices that are
being covered up. The team behind if,
called simply Whistleblowers UK, is made
up of journalists and industry people who
gim to make the site a safe way of
employees speaking out against employ-
ers, where previously they had little
protection for doing so.

The Internet site is based outside the
UK so that the sender cannot be traced.
Past your worries and Whistleblowers UK
will then investigate. Find them at
http://uk-commerce.com/whistle/

OFF THE RAILS

British Rail are joining the Information
Super Railway by launching their own
Web site. Called British Rail International,
it will have information including major
rail networks in Europe with plans to
include accommodation and restaurant
advice,

The pages cover UK, USA, Europe and
Rest of World and by clicking on the
country you are in, you can then access
various options fo get the required info,
whether it's booking details, prices or
routes. BR are stationed at hitp://www
ritrail co.uk

Kara Computer Graphics and is the first time some of this
material will be available to the public. Ideal for pictures,
animations, presentations and titling effects, the collec-
tion will house 80 ColorFonts and AnimFonts which can
be used to create animations with any Amiga package
that supports Anim-Brushes. It will also contain Starfields
animations with moving stars from different perspectives
and Plaguegrounds with textures such as marble and
wood.

For more information e-mai. Cloanto at <info@
doanto.it>



Softwood
creates new

windows

E oftwood. well-known developers of the ‘Final series of Amiga productivity software

including Final Writer, Final Data, and Final Calc, recently announced plans and specifica-

tions for Final Writer for Windows 95 computers. The first release is to be free, with a $25
registration fee in order to obtain the spell checker, thesaurus, hyphenation, and extra features.
The software will be available for download from Softwood's Web site,
http:f}umu.softwuud.mm.

Now that Softwood has a Web site, they're putting it to good use. In addition to offering per-
sonal Web sites for a fee, Softwood has opened an Amiga Mall at http://www.amigamall.com.
Here, commercial and shareware Amiga developers can offer their products from a central Web
location.

Softwood can be contacted as info@softwood.com or on (001) 602-431-0949.

HiSoOFT

Squirrel, the PCMCIA interface with both

CONTACT

[IBrOWSE BY
POINT

While no confirmation was available at

press time, reliable sources within
Omnipresence Development, the team
behind the |Browse World Wide Web
Browser, indicate that their product will be
published by HiSoft of the UK.

HiSoft is perhaps best known for their
squirrel SCS! interface for the A600 and
A1200 and their Twist database software.
They have already made moves to get into
network software already, with the
announcement of their imminent Surf

5CSi and a high-speed serial port for better
net access.

In addition, their North American devel-
opment and distribution partner, Oregon
Research, is expecting to launch their own
network interface suite to go head-to-head
with AmiTCP and I-Net.

Called Termite TCP after their popular
terminal program, it is planned to be
exhibited at the World of Amiga show this

April

Tal: +44 (0) 1525 TIR161
Fasc +44 () 1525 TV3T14
)

You can contact Jason
Compton with your
American news at:

jcompton@xnet.com
Editor-in-Chief, Amiga
Report Magazine

(708) 741-0689 FAX
AR on Aminet -
docs/mags/ar’?.Iha
AR Mailing list - Mail me
WAWW -

hitp://www.omnipres-
ence.com/Amiga/News/AR,
www.cucug.org/ar/arhtml

[JONDER RESOLUTION IN SIGHT

After an unsuccessful attempt to buy back the assets of the
company, CEO Mark Habinski will face off against any inter-
ested bidders as the assets of Wonder Computers of
Canada are auctioned off on 21 March 1996.

Before entering bankruptcy in late lanuary, Wonder
consisted of a six store retail chain, the Lazarus Engineering

division, and the Information Technology division. Despite
the success of their World of Amiga show in December
and growing sales due to the availability of Amiga comput-
ers in North America, Wonder's loan was recalled by its
primary creditor and was unable to continue as a going
concem.

AmicA COMPUTING
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EW PRICES

Warming up for the National Association
of Broadcasters (NAB) video-related con-
ference, Draco Systems have announced a
pricing schedule for the Draco non-linear
editing computer from Macrosystem
GmbH.

The base Draco, an 060-based Amiga
compatible computer with the Altais high-
speed graphics card using the Cyber-
GraphX system, is US$4750. For US$6995,
the unit includes the Zorro-Il V-Lab Motion
non-linear editing card. (Alternately, cur-
rent owners of the V-Lab Motion card can
wransfer their card to the Draco.) On the
high end, the Draco with the 32-bit Draco
Direct V-Lab Motion card is US$8995.
Adding a 1 Gig system hard drive and 4
Gigs of video hard drive space is an extra
$2000, for a total of US$10995.

All Dracos will come complete with the
AdPro Suite, consisting of AdPro 2.5 {with
additional bug fixes), all available Ioaders
and savers, MorphPlus, the Scanner pack,
the Pro Conversion Pack, and additional
CyberGraphX and Retina support.

Draco Systems will be attempting to
pierce the hotly contested non-linear edit-
ing market, currently courted by such
Amiga and former Amiga companies as
NewTek, PLAY, and CEL
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| Amiga Computers y For People Who Want More Than Just A Pc!

AMIGA 4 2000T

H AMIGA A4000T - The Machine [ i '
Power That Makes Video A4O000T SYSTEMS % NM&

1 : e A4000T $2795 . . : :_
Production A Total Experience 25MHz-040/6MB/1GB/ Wmmfwﬂm 1GB Hﬂ.ﬂtﬂ-ﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁn
& AG Super Software Bundle
A4000T $2895
 25MHz-040/6MB/1CB/2x CD-Rom
& AG Super Software Bundle
A4000T $4195
25MHz-040/6MB/1CB/
4x Read-2x WriteCD-Rom w/Mastering
Sostware & AG Software Bundle
AG SUPER SOFTWARE BUNDLE

FROM AMIGA TECHNOLOGIES: PLLS FROM ANTT GRAVITY:
Photogenicy LZa%t, Perional Paint 6.4, Pri-installed on yor system
Grganirer 11, Wordwaorlk 4 SE Intemet Softaane,
Wordworth Print Masager, Turbo Calc 3.5| Magic Workbench,

Duataviore L1, Whits, Pinball Mania. Felagic Menue.

Pinnacle
External 2X
Recordable

B1245

Toshiba 2X
Recordable

3995

vwindows Intel
B Win-NT Alpha

Vvwin-INT RBMIFPS
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Expandaf Bus Card:

The ultimate in slot expansion for your = mess
Amiga. It gives you 7-Lerro, 2-Video, -
™ 4-PCI, 3-15A slots to your Amiga 4000

Tagether with the AGL Tower Case il —
|_|rr_|'\.||.‘|ﬂ. a home for the Pentitrator e

Don't keep Incell Outside Your Amiga; Put & Pentium into Your System Card; Or 3 great expansion
Amiga with the Pentitrator System Card From Antl Gravity Labs evice for an aver-loaded Amiga 4000. ..

h : L I
The Pentitrator System Card allows you to add a full Pentium
computer to your Amiga 4000+ with speeds up to 150MHz. AEL TOWEF CESETM

Specifcations: Pentitrator-XX $ 995 [ The Perfect exspansion

g = :
BUS:  B2MB/secPctbus  penciracor7s  s1zss | PEIMETET ALOT.| Frliimntast o

CPU: * Pentium 75-150MHz

| Fields & fnll.bge

Basildi Materials
B Fabrics

Penticrator-90 51395 v a2 . " Flyer System. And A
Whereas orter tesiore il ROM:  PC104 EPROM gae
, i].luuru: [ .;:4.:“” RAM: Llptl.‘.i 128MB Pentitrator-100 £1495 Must Fﬂl’ the Pentitrator

Svﬂem Card to add all
those PC peripherals.

AGM Tower Case

creabed - S Aagn

[ e you credie cbjects! Cache: 256K-TMB Pentitrator-120 ~ $1595

" Ext. PORTS: COM], CCIM2 Faishink i

Eurfdmg Materials & P5/2 Mouse, ngh Spee ol el WithOur Power Supply ~ $395
& Fabrics r RS-232, Em“’ F'iri“El Pentitrator-7 55X wich: With Expandor Bus S 640

5 ”sryj!isrrdif- iy TIT: I::;:hf IF;E! e et WILh Power Supoiy §495

F&lﬁ- v AMEF 3 g 3 AL Tower Case 51895 " " - With Espandor Bus ~ $740
:I 40.00 *{Soon for A3000,40007) **(Requires Expandor Bus Card and AGM Tower Case) | : /
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WaveLink

NEW! Version 2.1 S1O9O5 595
s Ver-1

leEI 3D PerESSiﬂnal UPGRADES 8Call

Lock &Key 8745

L

| H Is the mast poweriul Use PlxPro2.] to load, save and displa . Connects any two
Lﬂ[k & Key is o a“'frfuf Pl"l:'hﬂ'ﬂ Ph‘gh object/logo ulility available.  seventeen different 3D file formats, including . Amdgas for file sharing
Use PixPro2 to convert 3D Stusclio, Imagine, complite DXF AutoCAD s andd distributive render

e Formst
] 2 -
Procesmrg 1 USing Light'Wave or

siding  Light Rave. You can even

tsatch remnderf

bltmap pictures of logos and  and Light Wave scenes and objects. Pixel 3D
shapes to 3D with unrivaled  has become a standard in the Video Toaster
speed and quality. Smooth,  and 30 animation workplace.

:'xtrude arﬂ;uel your

Ke N for LightWave 3D v4.0 that allows you to:

= - Eliminate "lool ilide” during walk animations
A Powerful Motion Plug-ln for i.mumeﬂﬂ.mn:mg an & frame-by-frame bhasis

N

LightWave 30 - Lock an object to a bone! corverted bitmaps with L!I::I: ur‘n.|1- ;:va." different iﬂ flmnrmah
Available for Amiga, Intel, and Al latl | ecise control inc ightWave scenes, LI e #
e el e S R " objects, garee: Oibjects (wenith i ?hi‘ﬂ'l'\fl. iy

uﬂmrt} complete DXF AutoCAD suport, 30

@\IMH ORKSHOP

Lock &k Key is a powerful i Studio (ASCN and Binory), WaveFront & morel
”‘;ﬁ‘“" il T LightWavelDV4 B o _
LightWave 4 with Lock & o " i "
Ky you can sirnulate - PLUG Anim Workshop F
ing of any item Lo an ! il
nthtr Ilnm on-the-fly. Use it b \I"e-r "2 sgs -
1o keep you characters feet - i e

AWorks provides tools
to create, play, process,
edil and add sownd 1o
your animations. Add
Sound V.2 supports all g 1Y

AGA modes, AnimS, T, &8 = M

8 formats

oo thee ground without
sinking or slinding, have your
characters pick t ll‘l_..i U

wrl:hnul. uunq daplicate
ects, use it on bone

hleun:hlei to eliminate
i
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Interior Design 1: I e S0 Kitchen k™

Dwer 50 Real-Waorld v Bathroom z

Scaled Furniture Objects:

beacks, tables, chairs,

cabmmels, anid more,

Dhgars gl grawers can

b anlmatedt 1 - & drawers can be
o _ animated?

Interior Design 3:
Ower 50 Real-World

Scaled Office Objects:

chairs, desks, book

cazes, file cabinets,

hilves, PC

workcenters & more

Creale rooms and interiors
with over ¥00 Objects:
doors, windows, st
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DIGITAL § PERSONAL ANIMATION RECORDER (PAR):

PROCESSING SYSTEMS INC Amiga NTSC {1595
PAL $ 2995
PC (ISA bus) NTSC  $ 1595

PEQCERTION PAL 5 2995 ot el . : dew Bver & V-Lab Mation

, \ _ EDLL ne mtnr and VTR controller
1 ER oo PERCEPTION g i —— Declsbon Maker takes the
. i > £ v & E - ¥ i oust of may
PVR-2500 $1695 - = e Vihd® v el cnks of e tothe
i A - - Haker 'Ilrrl'l C L‘I:‘fm ”n'ﬂ:l:;
CAPTURE CARD ol .~ T g 3 i Rl Al vy o

AD-2500 $ 895 [ T - =S 4] the EDX. Wi yous kel v

v L i 2 swilich Lapes, just name the new
| o | 8 mmm=mmmmm VIDEO DRIVES ' : - G DT | arEone. ek DRmak nd the
3 : | SeaGate J : harddisk. Then when the Edit i
2GB 59 ‘.]_b - - ’ o -rm-l.l C i luh! 1%};;.—.
4GB 51395 ] v Martin ! kel .th'_i‘lﬂ'rruﬂﬂlmﬂ
9GB $2595 : \ £ y

. lmrl-nn Create, Export EDL's (OMX & GrassValley)

& Oinline Fr.||1|nq-

& Control over yoor deck from your  compater
# Kewpd track of multiple source tapes

* Digitize and Redigitire

& User- I"rmfu]urahlt Scrpen Backgrounds

# Lase of Operathon

& Time Lapse Reco

# Requires Mew Tek Flyer or Viab Mulmn

# Compatible with V-LAN, .ﬂ.mlllnk BCD simgle

T volume comes with 20 effects, each of which has i & the EVD-9850 and i R5-950; 5i
¢ : ' 5-950, Sing)
FX Maps: . 0 you wil Frame VR T e DR gl

Boiling, Burst, Calm,

i B.lr\m‘i\.’;h;ﬁ Ll § Dli“""hi liggle,
Ligyuid, Pour, Rough,

H-H-e-.::unm B 3pots, Swift, Tide, SURFACE Fﬂﬂ
p Unviharp 1A Water A, Water B, Waves A, & Waves B FOR LIGHTWAVE 3D sas

Tru h’hpf: 2 versions of a Time Finally, a collection of useful, ready to use, low
Lapse cloud mer:mry, se..;mg:.lﬂils sur;ncesﬂnr the LightWave
animation, eackli professional rface Pro offers a wide varietiy of
e e SN si?amles: lmgigaied Li htWav; surlmim. Sw?lface Pro
: ves you over 60 newsurfaces that are instantly
:::“:_:E"J"‘J flames, available through Light Wave:
uBEHing steam, Ligquid Metal, Clreuit Huan:l Mebula, Wood, Globe

ocean, and slow Wrap, Water, Flame, Marble, Chrome . and maore.
mwing simikoe

fire, smooth

BiOTRA A RIS

DEDICATED Universal 3DCD-ROM

niairys asirs s IO N s s $170

Formats:
(PC &
Aimiga)

| i Th W v
b M  magine
" .. 0 Stidio

The Only Choice For A Physics

Simulation Package For D I'Ial'l‘llc
Lightwave3D! l‘ea“tles J

Physics Features

IMPACT! Windows $425 "
IMPACT! Win-NT ALPHA  $545 &=
IMPACT! Win-NT MIPS  $545 =
IMPACT! Amiga : $295 v-'_

| ANTI GRAVITY |
PRODUCTS




EXTRACTING
COVERDISK FILES

We let you get your hands on the latest
version of MUI, the extendible,
enhanceable, configurable GUI

MAGICc USER INTERFACE

Some people
love it, some
people hate it,
- . but whichever
i‘:_;k I_‘I l".‘"“ E type of person
MR T you may be

f_" =Sl you cannot
— deny that MUI
programs look
very attractive

and are very easy to use.

This version of the coverdisk is an unregis-
tered version of MUI 3.3 and has had many
speed improvements added to it. Most
importantly, the routines that create MUI
objects, these being any part of the interface
buttons and so on, have been re-written in
assembler which means the creation and

_a [ sy
I lLiatares
T Mg oWl
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redrawing of the GUI is much faster than
before. These speed impravements really
shine through on slower machines because
they benefit the most from the increased
speed. There are also a number of important
bug fixes introduced in the last few versions.

Once you have extracted MUI from the
coverdisk into RAM you need to install it onto
you hard drive. If you do not already have a
copy of MUI this version will only require
around 1.5Mb of space, but can be reduced
to about 800k if you do not install any of the
documentation, extra images or demg
programs that are worth a look but are nat
necessary.

Installation is very simple thanks to the
well written Amiga installer script. You should
really choose the Intermediate install level as
this will allow you
to choose exactly
where the MUI
drawer and all the
MUl files should
be created. Once
installed you should
reboot your machine
to make sure MUI is
set up correctly. You
will now be able
to run any MUI
program.
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Ve SHAREWARE

Many of the programs on the second
fisk are what are commonly known
reware. Such well written programs

tke many hours to write and a lot of
work and dedication on the part of

of the time with no restrictions, and if you
then decide you like it you are obliged to
send the author the shareware fee.

Normally this is no more than ten
pounds and in return the author will
usually keep you supplied with the latest
version of that program, along with their
undying gratitude of course.

So please don't forget to send your fee.

programimer.

When a program is called shareware it
eans the programmer has generously
lowed you to try out their program, a lot

| If you register you
can change sach
MUl program to

|  look however you
want

MUl is currently
invaluable for people

wanting to get on the ||
I N N N S S 3 St

I- REGISTER MUI Now -I

I The version of MUI on the coverdisk is unregistered which still allows you to run all MUI I
programs which have many advantages over your normal Gadtool interfaces, but you will
be stuck with the standard Gadtools look.
The full version of Magic User Interface allows you to tailor almost every pixel of each I

MUI program to your own taste, and future registration fees will normally be at a
reduced amount. The prices are as follows:

Registering for the full version of MUI will cost you £15/520
Upgrading from a previous version of MUI will cost £8/$10 / /
Readers using the Amiga Computing MUI 2.2 coverdisk will, unfortu- /* .

I nately, have to pay the full registration fee because it was a special one / J - I
off version. ! j

Please Deliver To:

I Please rush me my registered version of MUI 3.3 I
Name (Miss,/Ms/Mrs/Mr)

US/Canadian readers, please send your I
Please send your order form to: order form to: Robert Blayzor, PO Box
Paul Jewell, 7 Fairfield Av., Cardiff CFS 1BR B07, Johnstown, NY 12095-0807 USA

DAVEIME PRONE...e s isssesssns

| _| I enclose cheque/cash far.

Please allow (28 days) for delivery

All the fol-
lowing pro-
grams reg-
uire you to
have MUI
installed, so it's lucky we
put them on this month's
coverdisk

MUl screen mode
preferences, botier
than the real thing

Amica COMPUTING
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Author: Andreas Gelhausen
Magic User Interface
Workbench 2.04
Eoi L e L L e S

Scout is a system monitor which allows you to
find out many things about the state of your
computer such as libraries, windows, resident
commands, tasks, interrupts, ports, memory and
loads of other things. It is also possible to per-
form a number of operations on certain parts of
your system, close windows, and freeze tasks,

MU is not actually needed as all of Scouts
functions can be accessed through the shell, but
this is obviously not as simple. You can even
use Scout as an AmiTCP service which allows
you to access other people's machines over a
network.

MUI ScREEN

The nicest thing you can say about the original
Commodore Screen Mode requester is that it
worked. This MUI version gives you the obliga-
tory tailored MUI interface that is font sensitive
and resizable, and it also has the unusual
option of letting you have a Ham screen mode.
This potentially allows you to have around a
quarter of a million colours on your Workbench.

A : Carsten Jahn
Magic User Interface
Workbench 2.04

Blankers on Macs and PCs have started to tum
heads, and this all kicked off from the old fiying
toaster blanker that appeared on the Mac by the
After Dark people years ago. Unfortunately, this
has ended up with certain PC blankers requiring
20Mbs of hard drive space as they actually end
up telling a complete story.

If you do not have that amount of space to
spare then Madhouse could be just what you
are looking for. It is a MU! screen blanker, simi-
lar to Blitz Blank, and is very easy to use and set
up. You should use the provided installer icon
to install Madhouse, otherwise you will need to
set an assign by hand so it can find its blanker
modules.

As standard, Madhouse comes with 12
blankers but it can accept SwazBlanker mod-
ules, so if you have this already you can extend
your number of blanker programs. Of interest
there is a Sensible Soccer look-a-like blanker
that plays out a full football match, or soccer
match to our overseas friends.

There are plenty of options that separate
MadHouse from other blankers and it comes
with a good number of quality blankers - the
snow, soccer and nautical are particularly novel,
This is a shareware program so if you plan to
keep it do not forget to register as this will
insure that it will be continued to be developed

in the future.




LOTTERY
Author: John Cassar

R

Lottery madness seems to have the entire
nation firmly in its sweaty mitts, with people
shamelessly throwing pounds out of the
window just to have the words “it's not you"
reverberating firmly round their heads.

It has also seemingly kick started every two
bit programmer into writing their own lottery
predictor. The last few months have seen a
number of programs popping up in the Amiga
Computing offices, one or two of which were
very good, many of the others being dubious
looking random number generators.

This lottery predictor is different. Firstly it's

0 40 65 6 O O |
S ETTS | ow

not written in Amos so it multitasks correctly
and uses standard looking gadgets. Before you
fun Lottery it really needs to be installed using
the provided installer script which will set up
the Analyser assign, otherwise you will have to
do this manually from the Shell.

Once you have Lottery up and running there
are plenty of statistics about previously drawn
balls. You can find out the number of times
each number has appeared, the frequency cer-
tain numbers have been drawn, and if low, mid-
dle or high combinations are more common
than others.

When it comes to actually predicting the
numbers, Lottery uses a fairly straightforward
system. This consists of producing three lines of
numbers, one biased to high numbers, one
biased to low numbers, and the last to produce
a combination of the two. You can have up to
seven lines, or a syndicate mode allows you to
have 100 rows, and when the balls are actually
drawn you enter these into the Lottery database
which will automatically check if you have won
or not. The program is win-ware, so if you get
four winning balls or more using it you should
send the author some of the winnings to show

your gratitude.

Everyone's a winner baby,
well maybe not but Lottery
could change your fortunas

You even get a pretty good
AudioCD player with
AmICDFS

Author: Dirk Vael
Workbench 2.04, Lzx required

For anyone looking for a better disk packer than DMS, this is your answer.
Disksqueeze is an Lzx-based disk packer that is similar to DMS but much more
efficient. To use it you must already have the Lzx packer which allows

Disksqueeze to use its very efficient packing algorithms.

Once you have installed the program its interface is just a simple set of
requesters that guide you through the packing or unpacking process. It supports
high density disks, including Mac and PC formats — a unique feature for a disk
packer - as well as being able to handle DMS archives, so most people should

find this perfect for squishing their disks.
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Current owners of SCSI interfaces who have
a CD drive will probably be using the old
AmiCD file handler or, if you have
Workbench 3.1, you will be using the
Commodore CD file system. These do a
perfectly good job, but there is always room
for improvement.

This is an update to the original AmiCD
file system that many people will have. This
version is now faster and improves compati-
bility with strange DOS packets. Proper disk
buffers are now available which helps CD
access and loading of large files. Generally,
the original code has been cleaned up and
optimised to get the best out of your
CD-ROM.

The supplied AmigaGuide does explain
how to install the software. You need to
copy the CDO icon to your DEVS:DOSdrivers
directory, copy the AmiCDFS and WBStart-
Handler files to your L directory, and finally
copy over the Mount and Setpatch
tommands to your own C drawer.

You will need to change the CDO file with
a text editor to suit your own machine's
setup. Load the CDO file into your favourite
text editor and change the DEVICE to your
SCS| device — for Squirrel users this will be
squirrelscsi.device,and owners of other SCSI
cards will need to consult the documenta-
tion to find out the correct device of their
5C5I card.

After this, adjust the UNIT number to your
CD's SCSI unit number - most CD players
allow you to select the SCSI ID number on
the back. Now restart your machine and you
should have access to your CD.
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Never miss one of those all important
mettings again

Startup Control is a program that gives ya
maore contral over how your machine start
up. On my machine | have a small progra
that detects if | am holding the right mous
button, and if so will load Workbench with
the WBStartup drawer disabled.

With Startup Control you will have thi
option, along with many more, implemente
in a much better way. To install Startu
Control, copy the program to your C direct
ory and insert the line C:StartupControl if
your startup sequence, just after th
C:Setpatch command. To do this, open
shell and type ed s:startup-sequence.

When you reboot your machine, if yol
hold down the left mouse button and one o
the Alt keys, you will have the choice to dis
able the WBStartup, User-Startup, run scrip
files, open a shell window, and even force
normal PAL window - if you have a monito
driver installed.

Startup Control works by renaming th
files, so when you reboot your machine the
are renamed to what they should be. Alsg,
anyone using SysiHack must make sure this
is run before Startup Control is.

SCHEDULER
Author: Oliver Kasper
Magic User Interface, Workbench 2.04
Workbench 2.04

Keeping track of important appointments, o
just general things that you must not forget}
What you need is a program so you can ents
all these things and let it live in the back
ground, where it can jump up and remind®
you that you are about to be late. Enter}
Scheduler, a shareware reminder program.

Scheduler is very straightforward to use
You can click on a date in the calendar and
add new appointments which can be made
daily, weekly, monthly or even yearly, and you!
can ask for a reminder at a specific time of
the day. You can then iconify the programi
and it will happily sit back and wait for you
next appointment.



UCBAcKkur
~ Author: Jamie Kennea
Workbench 2.04

* All the lazy people stand up. If you own a
~ hard drive | bet you haven't bothered to back
it up in years, even though you know if it
 crashes you will never be able to get your
files back. Well, UCBackup will be a little life
 saver for you.

~ Firstly, there is the absolute minimum of
fuss involved. You drop it into you WBStartup
, double-click on it, then use exchange
pop up its interface and select what direc-
fories you want it to check. From then on,
- # rrweek UCBackup will scan these
directories and Lha all the new files onto a

gstination of your choice.

rotec mm.mnn_w With
p you don't even have to remember

CBE

5 Workbench 2.04

You may or may not know that the Amiga
actually has up to 256 separate clipboards.
The clipboard is where any temporary data
I stored, and usually when you cut or copy
_something it is stored to the first clipboard.
is allows you to copy from Brilliance and
paste the graphic into Final Writer.
~ Instead of letting all these clipboards go
. to waste, CBE gives you a clipboard history
h, buffering all the past cuts and copy into
3 l list. From this you can choose which one
to paste with and if they should be cleared
- or nat.
~ With Workbench 3, users can view what
. the contents of each clip board is, therefore
- giving you a better idea of what you will be
discarding or pasting next.

2 i e e

R

-
e

 Clipboard Enhancer lets you visually keep
~ track of all your current cuts and coples

Author: lain Hibbeft
Workbench 2.04
e T M T Y T SRR R ¢
This is a tiny little device that was discovered
when doing our Internet virgin article, and
works with SLIP or any other software that
accesses the serial port.

Dialer provides an automatic dial and
logon script for all types of network software
that uses the serial device but does not know
about modems.

You will need to copy the dialer.device to
your DEVS drawer and the dialer0.config
needs to be edited to your own needs and
copied to the Envarc drawer. Checker out the
Internet virgin feature on page 53 for more
details on how to use it.

UPDATE LIBS

Author: Dan Rhodes
Workbench 2.04
R A YTt e eE—
You know the situation. You have a new
program with loads of libraries, most of
which you already have, but how do you
easily tell if the these libraries are newer or
older than the ones you already have.
Update libs is the remedy for you ills.

It is a Shell-based program so copy it into
your C directory, and to run it just supply it
with the directory containing the mystery
libraries and away it will go.

For each’library it will ask you whether it
should install it or not.

Author: Narkus Albrecht
Workbench 3.0

FX is a small program that allows you to add
sound effects to accompany a number of
standard system events. Usually, these sort of
programs just watch for disks being inserted
or removed.

FX can watch all manner of operating sys-
tem calls, from windows and screens being
opened and closed to files being deleted and
renamed.

The program requires Workbench 3 as it
uses Datatypes to load the samples, but this
means you will be able to use PC Wave sam-
ples or any other sample Datatypes you have.
An install seript is provided so installation is
simple, and as long as you have a selection of
samples, you can get going straight away.

DISCLAIMER

Amiga Computing can-
not be held responsible

for any damage coused
directly or indirectly
by the use of these
programs

Yet ancther program to put
in your Prefs drawer, but at
least its a handy one

WBSTARTUP+

Author: John Hughes
Workbench 2.04
T RS B LA et s

This is another one of those little make your
Amiga a nicer place to live-type of programs.
WBStartup+ gives you a handy preference
program to handle how and which programs
are run from the WBStartup drawer. It does
this by creating two new drawers in the
WBStartup and adding a new program to han-
dle launching all your chosen programs. This
is all set up by the usual installer script and is
very straightforward.

When Workbench first appears, if you hold
down Ctrl you can modify the preferences

m before anything is run,

left alt interactively asks
you if it should run a pro-
il | gram or not, and the left
shift will disable all the
programs. You might be

= | interested to know that
—— | this is the first program |
have seen to use a new
library called launcher,
library which is written by Amiga Technologies
no less. They must be up to something
after all.

If you want you can get a
System 7.5-style loading
bar. You can even choose
the background pattern
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Author: C Hahn

Workbench 2.04
R R R e e SRR
This is a tiny screen grabbing commodity that
will correctly handle all AGA screen modes.
Double-click the icon and press both Amiga
keys and F10 to grab the current screen. You
can then adjust the destination directory and
the grab hot key from the icon's tool types.

FAULTY DISKS

If you should find your Amiga
Computing CoverDisk damaged
or faulty, please return it to:

TIB Pic. TIB House, 11 Edward
Streef, Bradford, W. Yorks
BD4 7TBH.

Please allow 28 days for delivery
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through mainboard exchanging frame
drive b
only limited by your :ontrolien capabilitie

modular rﬂ‘ andable

through SNAP and CLICK system
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micronik’ accessoires

RAM card, expandable up to BMB,
incl. clock and math co-pro socket with standard
PS/2 SIMM modules.... i Rt DR

RAM card with 4 MB RAM, .
incl. clock and math copro socket .. D . £409

42

interface for the AMIGA™ 1200,
Installation through solderfree flexcable..............c...cie. £ 42

AMIGA™ 1200 Interface/keyboard extension,
installation through solderfree flexcable, both inter-
faces are connected through an 5-pole plug.................. £ 55

3-way ROM-switch for the AMIGA™ 1200,
suitable for ROM V 1.3, 2.0x & 3.0 or 3.1 (pair)......... L 20

AMIGA™ 1200 battery backed up realtime- clock;
(prevents your A1200 from beeing loosing its’ mind after
o Ty 4Py RN S B i e T

Double IDEbus harddrive adapter ,
for using 2,5" und 3,5 harddisk drives at

the AMIGA™1200, incl. powercable.............ccocovnnniirnl. 10

We are present at THE WORLD OF AMIGA in London /1 3th to 14th "

we accept the following payment:

VISA

L - L L ®
infinitiv
suitable for all AMIGA™ models
expandable as pu like

access from all directions

Prices subject to change without notice, All
prices include VAT but exclude delivery !
MRS Al trademarks acknowledged.

»plug and play” drive mounting-frames

Keyboard case for AMIGA™ 1200,
for the original keyboard, solderfree assembly......... . £29

Keyboard case for AMIGA™ 1200,
incl. Interface, spiral cable and flexcable for external
connection of the original internal keyboard............... £75

AMIGA™ 1200 internal keyboard,
original keyboard for the A1200..... ..o £20

VGA-adapter for AMIGA™ 1200/4000,
from 23 pole on 15 pole multi sync/VGA. ..o £8

POWERSTATION external P

for the AMIGA™ 1200 ( i.e. A500, A600, through
standard plug ), 23 amperes, featurin un,fﬂﬂ-mtch
and additional con-nectors for 1 x 3,5%and 3 x 525"
devices | . R R e et

A 1200 internal original disk drive,
suitable for the A1200, 880 kb, incl,

MOUALING MLerial. ... oooircoieosereersiesinis nasss s apssns e £19
External disk drive,

suitable for all AMIGAS™ | maximum 4 drives ),

featuring on,/off switch and connector for aditional

drives on the back, BBOKD...............ooioshmmssiissrsirsiiens: £38

And now for some technical specifications

the left pictures give you an imagination of the internal
struction of the infinitiv™ tower system. The red marks an
lines show some extended drive frames in both the front- an
the back area of the tower. Further, you can see an Toj
Case™, mounted on the towers' top, which explains th
expandability of our solution. Each Top-Case™ expands you
infinitiv™ tower for an 5,25%/ 3,5 drive bay, ready to us
and easy to assemble. Additional drives such as CD-ROM,
harddisks, streamer tapedrives etc. will snap in easiely bj
using our sophisticated ,.click and snap” system.

MicroniK Computer Servi
BriickenstraBe 2 » 51379 Leverkuse

micrenik’ infinitiv - tower

...........................................

incl. ZORRO -II™ bus board, PC Keyboard

A1200 infinitiv™ tower, (AMIGAkeyb.&interface)... £ 18

A1200 Z MAGIC infinitiv™ tower,
featuring 5 ZORRO™I slots and 3 PCASA
slots, 170 MB hdd, magic software-package..............£ B8

BUS 1200 Z1, AMIGA™ 1200 bus board,
featuring 5 ZORRO™! slots and 3 PCSA slots...... £ 1

BUS 1200 Z2, AMIGA™ 1200 bus board,
featuring 5 ZORRO™!I slots, 3 PCASA and an optional
video-slot, additional lh:s ¥Ersion contains even an

P5/2 - SiMM-socket. ...

A4000 infinitiv™ tower,
featuring 7 ZORRO™| slots, 3 PCASA and
an video slot

BUS 4000 Z, AMIGA™ 4000 bus board,
featuring 7 IDRRD"“-I:U" Al slats, & PC-
IS4 and 2 video-slots.., o B iR

Tel 00 49 2171 /72 45-6
- Fax 0049 2171 /72 45-9¢
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Wordworth anything is possible

ive revisions on and Wordworth

has come a long way and grown

up a lot. The last few versions

have taken full advantage of
the increased number of users with higher
specification machines who expect programs
to take full advantage of increased storage
space and processor power. This has now
led to full 24-bit picture support, free form
text baxes and tables, scalable fonts support
for Compugraphic, Post Script and True type
fonts, and, of course, Digita's Font and text
effects.

The extended font effects give you much
more flexibility over how fonts will appear.
You have complete control aver the width,
oblique, superscript and subscript levels for
all the fonts, along with being able to make
them small caps and add strike through and-
double underline.

The only feature that was not fully imple-
mented in the beta | looked at was the
Wizards ARexx function. Wizards are ARexx
scripts that have been written to help
automate standard processes that you may

use Wordworth for, or as tutorials that guide

you through complex processes.

Currently, you get five scripts, one of
which is a mail merge tutorial, while the
others help you quickly create faxes, memos,
and invoices, and even a basic Web page
creator is supplied,

Wizards allow you to quickly create docu-
ments by entering details into text
requesters. Once everything has been
entered the Wizard will automatically create
the document ready to be printed. If you
have some programming knowledge you
could alter the existing Wizards as they are
just ARexx scripts. Therefore, you could cre-
ate completely new Wizards or alter the look
of the documents the current Wizards create.

I} Why restrict yourself to plain old letters? I you make full use of

A cheque printing Wizard has already
appeared on Aminet, so | would guess there
will be more in the future,

| was surprised that Wordworth does not
support the Amiga's Datatypes - as
Datastore does | was expecting Wordworth
to as well. This is not such a disadvantage as
there are a good number of supported for-
mats. With the usual IFF support, including
Ham and 24-bit images, Wordworth can
import GIF, PCX, Tiff and Img format images,
and all the major scalable image formats are
covered — CGM, EPS and GEM - with EPS
being the most important format of the
three.

IMPORTING

As Datatypes currently only work in 8-bits
there is a reason for using your own import
filters, but support of Datatypes on top
would allow you to import other formats not
supported by Digita's own import filters,
such as Jpeg - as all my pictures are Jpegs
this would be a helpful addition.

Some people may feel that the recom-
mended specification is a little high, but an
A1200 with a RAM expansion or accelerator
can easily handle complex documents, and if
you want the sort of power that Wordworth
provides then you need the hardware to
match. For people with a more restricted set-
up, a 'lite’ version of Wordworth 5 will be
released.

Having used this version of Wordworth for
a while | think it is a worthwhile investment
for owners of earlier versions. The style
sheets help greatly in document formatting,
and the extended graphics support improves
the end quality of your documents. There are
still differences between Wordworth and
Final Writer, primarily the lack of sections
and the ability to rotate graphics - both of

After an in-depth preview. Neil

Jargon

BB
DOX
Hold and Modify. an Amiga
speciic disploy mode that alfows

many colours fo be disployed on
an afense fmied polefe soreen
Homé 4086 colours, Hom#é
L6000 colours

o poge gescripton
language created by Adobe. It
allows page loyoufs fo be descrabed

| mathemotically 5o pages con be
reproduced perfectly ar any resaly
fia

Encapsiialed Postermpt nor
maily Postscript is senf direct
o printers. EPS 5 smply the file
VEsIOn

| ARexx - o system-wide SERpling
fanguoge that tolks fo programs
fraf support &, and therefore aliows
Lsers fo confrol onRe program fram
within angdfser

When refemng o groplucs
meons hal the osow dato of the
picture fakes g 24-bits for every

pocetd. The e B-hits

P
b
L

Zrfe=
| —

] Styles make formatting
documents a whole lot
quicker than doing
everything by hand
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Mohr gets a chance to look at
| the finished article

which | think would be helpful additions to
Wordworth. The only other difference is the
grammar checker recently added to Final
Writer 4.

Version five of Wordworth is truly
excellent. All the speed problems of the
earlier versions have been addressed and
the program itself conforms very well to the
Amiga-style guides. In fact, Wordworth has
so many features, and apart from a few
minor improvements, | have a hard time
seeing where Digita can take it next. Lo

Bottom
line
REQUIREMENTS

BLACK rer En

B E0D =
RAK wWorkhnnoh fleppy drives

Mb Hard Drive A

RED

Q0030

PRODUCT DETAILS

Product Wordworth 5
Supplier Digita International
Price £69.99;

Upgrade from Ww3.1 £25.99;
Upgrade from any other £39.99 -
Offer prices valid until end of April
01395 270273

Fax: 01395 268 893
E-Mail: sales@digita.demon.co.uk

Tel

_Ease of use 88%
ﬂg_lementatiun 890y,
Value For Money 94%
Overall : 93%




, © What do we have here? Two keyboard shortcuts. The tablet also com

' ;
' graphlr.s tablets, one big, the othe equipped with both stylus and four-butt
i . minuscule (and not really a graph- puck, which is unusual, and Power hav
I-I e IS tablet at all). Let's start small SUDpied ready-imade templates for some

| and work our way up. _ the most popular graphics packages on t
] Our mini tablet is a device that has seen Amiga, DPaints IV and V, and Personal Pai
il service vl (Rany & modedy lepsop wd s cafied 6.4, The tablet itself is sturdily made and,

. the Alps GlidePoint (made by the electronics you can see by the photograph, the puck |
11 arm of famous car stereo manufacturer Alpine. esgonomically designed. ;

Perhaps you can get a sticker to go across the
top of your monitor that shows you have
| GlidePoint tool). The idea is that it replaces a
mouse or trackball setup and allows you to use
your computer just by moving your finger
around. The GlidePoint's operating area is only
' about an inch by two, but the manufacturers

j reckon they have a resolution of some 4900
dots crammed into that tiny space.

This little beastie plugs into your valuable
serial port to work, so owners of multi-serial
cards can sigh with satisfaction that they can at
last use one of those extra serial ports, while
owners of A1200s will have to tear their hair
out when they want to use a modem, or the
other tablet in this review.

i LRIVING

There is accompanying driver software
included on disk which can sit in your
WBStartup drawer, ready to run when you
boot. In my experience, using serial mice on an
Amiga can cause frustrations when you need to
boot from a disk other than your normal one. |,
| certainly, always left my normal mouse plugged

in, just in case. This, of course, limits the useful-
ness of these devices and along with the serial
port use, must limit the appeal of the product
for most people.

However, all this would be fine if the prod-

The Power tablet performs well in dr.
operations, although for best use a tabl
needs to be pressure sensitive and the stylus i
a bit top heavy due to the trailing wire, b
other than these minor gualms, | would
no hESltatlun remmmendmg this tablet to

Vlilnittnﬂ
O xxxy

Free serial port

T}"‘"!'"""'T 'Iiﬂf'{,‘-"'{ M 3""?-‘!
‘\.ﬁl _'I“ L& fl % f- a

PowerTab

Power Computing
£195.95

01234 273000

- Take two tablets into the showers?

' Not Ben Vost, he would rather

plug them into his Amiga

Ease of use

I uct was great to use, but unfortunately it isn't. |

found the GlidePoint to be awkward in use,
especially for moving windows around. You
couldn't use it for drawing any more than you
could use one of those lightpens that were
popular about four years ago. In short, the

[ tablats that are

effects, such as varying o line’s width or
[ changing the amount of paint laid down

| PCs have fo use their
seral port to plug @ mouse inta, there
st @ mouse port. This has lead fo g
wide variety of mouse-type devices that
you could plug into your Amiga’s sefial

ressure sensitive allow for more narnterly
2] ! )

port if @) you are willing fo give it up, ond

B} you can find o driver

a I'J_‘I'I'.p.'!]!E' 5 a fite which o

= lood when you fun your tablet saftware. It

tells the tablet that certain areas are fo
e vsed for mouse movement, vour
drowang areag if you like, ond others are
segmented off for butlon or menu
replacement

" EMPLATE FOR A GENERATION

GlidePoint is really only suitable for those well-
heeled Amiga owners who have an extra serial
port or two going unused, and so little desk
space that they have to use it. Anyone else
would be recommended to look at getting a
trackball or three-button mouse.

Our second tablet, on the other hand, is a
much better affair. You still need to take up that
valuable serial port, but at least with this prod-
uct you'll probably only be using it occasionally.

Tablets of this kind have been available
before, but this is the first | am aware of that
actually comes with template editing software
to allow you to set up areas of the tablet as but-
tons, rather than having to use the menus or

. Implementation
Value For Money
Owverall

Paoouct peraiLs

GlidePaoint
£59.95

1 JRE®
T -N';\-Jrn'- s

Ease of use

Implementation %
. Value For Money 15%

Overall

The PowerTemplate software that comes with the
PowerTab is almost worth the asking price on its own.
It allows the user to create templates for their
favourite programs so that all functions (or at least as
many as possible) are available directly from the
tablet, without having to go through menus or
requesters. The template software can replace key-
board, qualifier and ARexx commands with buttons
on the tablet that take some getting used to, but are
much faster once acclimatised.

However, all is not perfect with PowerTemplate.
NTSC users might have a problem displaying the
whole screen, and non-AGA, non-graphics cards
using Amiga owners won't be able to run the

software at all. It's also slow and clunky to use,
although looks very nice. The worst problem, though,
is the fact that although the PowerTab software will
run through any serial port, PowerTemplate will only
use the internal serial port found on every Amiga.

The software is also a bit buggy and prone to
crashing, so frequent saves must be made in order to
avoid losing work. But all that considered,
PowerTemplate is a nice piece of software which |
can only hope will improve over time. I'm currently
making a template for LightWave's Modeler that will
save me an enormous amount of time looking
through Modeler's menus, and that alone makes up
for all of PowerTemplate’s faults for me.
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people who can't remember keyboard shortcuts

A template for Modeler, a real time saver for



5 RSOFT TOWER PRODUCTS

new range of Amiga Tower Systems will further enhance the specification of
Amiga. These Towers benefit from quality metal construction, Shuttle expansion

Now available for ANY Amigal The full Amiga Technologies | gl
licensed OS 3.1 pack will bring your Amiga up to the very latest AMIGA ﬂs

rds, uprated PSU's and complete PC solutions and keyboard adaptors. operating system. 0S3.1 is more efficient, offers more features ® Yerslon 1.1
and is necessary for many applications bt
(Dirmensions 660x190x430 mm with many different styles, Metal} £179.95 L™
0853.1 AS00/600/1500/2000 £89.05 g 8 e
's available Zaow £ 59.95 0S3.1 A1200 £9905 | __u & o .
: 250W £ 74.95 0S3.1 A3000 £99.95 g .r 88 npn®
|| 00w £ 89.85 0S3.1 A4000 £99.95

0S 3.1 ROM only (A500/600/1500/2000) £49.99

BRI 0 A1200 X frowkte 7.2 2orto M (b DMA) 8 PG 184, 0S 3.1 ROMs only (A1200/3000/4000) £69.95

idea, 1 x CPU Expansion Slot, 4 Memory SIMMs and Beal Time Clock. £309.95
the 1200PCI : As per Shuttle 1200 except 3 x PC ISA, 3 x PC PCI £349.95

B s Ko o ARIADNE AND LIANA
deljfn Iﬁm. Bx PG ISA and 2 x Video.

S0 Don't get overwhelmed with the complaxity of setting up a networkl Use our Ariadne Ethernet card that is

. : compatibée with all Zorro based Amiga's. Mot only is Ariedne easy to set up (using Envoy software) but it oflers
{5 Bﬂhﬁglﬁzp?g?‘ﬁa’aﬂ?ﬂa ?ﬂﬂwm £186.05 two additional parallel ports as well, Supports 10Base-2 (Thin Ethemet coax cable) and 10Base-T (Twisted pair)
g ARIADMNE £188.85
2/ Board © 128K5 Cache, 2 x Serial, 1 x Paralil, Floppy and HOD Controlier, Keyboard I you require a simpla low cost connection batween any two Amiga's, Liana s exactly what you need| Simply
st Externa) Power Connector, PG104 Expansion Port,128Mb RAM max, Accepts 4B6DX2/4 plug the cable between the paraliel ports and install the software. You Can now shard your Amiga's hard drives
psenr &1 33 to 100MHz (Not included) £34095  LIANA 1.8m cable (For 5m cable, add £10.00) £ 59.85
24 Eprom Board : As 4860%2/4 Board plus auto boot Eprom £379.95 AmITCP offers the ability to network your Amiga via Ariadne 1o & foreign computer [with It's own TCP software)
1 AMITCP £ 69.85

o Board | 256Kb Cache (Expandable to 1Mb), 2 x Serlal, 1 x Parallel, Floppy and HDD

allst, Keyboard socket, Exiernal Powar Connector, PC104 Expansion Port, 128Mb RAM max,
gpis Pentiien Processor 75, 100, 120, 133 and 150MHz (Not included) £499.95 IMAGE VISION

R ImageViskon 5 an axciling nesw mulimeda authoring system which gives you the power o craate
Processor Prices PCI Boards. §

i tor powarlul interactve presaniations with sass, || has a unigue ineface o allow hadl carrsl aver

@venis with an amagnng overiaw of your work. With imageVision, you can pul backgrounds

£ 29.95 DX4M100 £ 50.95 piclures, animations, sounds and aven MPED into B imeractive presartason wilh aass.

£ 99.95 Pentium P100 £179.95 Script Edi

tm G

fm-: Pentium P133 L2gm.85 This is the main aditor wheans pou build your pressntation by placng Bnd linking tha icons fogethar

In your script. Double-clicking on an con opens up a condiquration winodow, whane you, assign
iclures, sounds, animations oo, Several icons and sorpls cen be opaned at e sama lims, sng
ms are not to be confused with cheaper plastic cases thal can be bought. Our Towers are of @ very  you £an copy lcons betwsen scipts

f consiruction, and the Shuttle boards offer greater expandability than has been previousty available, Ciiok Editor

version offers tull Zorro 111, and you can still use the trapdoor E‘IDEHREH"I and PCMCIA interfaces. By In this edior you make your butions imMeractive to mach other parts of the presaniation. No
] Pro and one of our PCI PC boards, a folal 3-in-one salufion is possible - a powerul Amiga programming skill is reguired 1o make & Tull blown multimedia prasantation, whees you have full
f, Bhe most advanced Macintosh emutation and up to full Pentium P150 power!! conirod of the inferactive scripts

Prices - Save money by purchasing a complete upgrade system. SAphNin R

This is the aditor wheve you can sdd pictures, lexts and symbols 0 your presentatan, Lomd
pictures and brushes and place tham on the background and they will ba aulnmalically ramapped
PSU, Shuttle 1200 f489.95 250w PSU, add E15.00 o ke full Lise af the palette, Esch pictura abject can be frealy moved. resized and cropped o it

P5U, Shuttle PCI £549.95 300w PSU, add  £30.00 your porsonal needs. Mary advanced fes) feahures can also be used
PSU, Shuttle 3000 or 4000 £359.95

e PSU 3000 4000PCI ©309 Imageirson comas complete with & CO-ROM contamning hundreds of backgrounds, randy made ~x
;‘ pose PChor I L symiboésbulats, MPEG-clips, mussc and sounds. Context sonsiive Onling Help (& svalable 81 all frmes and fres nunime player Plug-m

NEW! - BLITTERSOFT LABEL CD-ROMs | |

Raguiras AGA Amiga, 2N Chip, 1Mb Fast RAM, SMb Hard drve space and 08304
AMIGA 3D

IMAGEVISION £ 9095
30 i& & condensed version of “LightAOM 3" packed full with all the LightWave, |
‘RealD and Sculpt 3D objects from the 3CO-ROM set on & single CD-ROM for the EMPLANT BOARDS AND OPTIONS
nemious Amiga 30 artist. Amiga 3D contains cver 8,000 30 objects/850 Mb in four] |
{ Amiga 3D file formats : LightWave 30, Imagine, Real 30 and Sculpt 3D, The The EMPLANT system allows hardwane emulation of the Macinstosh
il fanderings of the Lightwave objects have been removed in order to fit all the and PC compuler. Please call for latest specification and advice
D objects onio this CO-ROM £14.95

3
L

EMPLANT BASIC £199.95

EMPLANT OPTION & {AppleTalk/Serial) £239.95

EMPLANT OPTION B {SCSI Interface) £239.95

EMPLANT DELUXE {ApplaTalk & SCSI) £268.95

85BEDN/SX PC MODULE {Includes BIOS) £ 59.85 EMPLANT BOARD

EMPLANT MAC PRO {Mew advancad Mac amulation MAC and PC Emulations
Add-0n modude) £ 34.85

) DESKTOP VIDEO BACKDROPS
Bp Video Backdrops is a collection of hundreds ol Backdrops suitable for the Deskiop
plessional. Each backdrop is broadcast-ready and in broadcast resalution
i5 compatible with avery computer platform. The Backdrops are represented
Il rerdearings in the INDEXES directory lor easy previewing. This collection varies
shapes to floral patterns, parfect for afy application, for cable access

J ._m video productions, training videos and national broadcasts. £14.95
2,500 TEXTURE TREASURES PICASSO BOARDS AND OPTIONS
0l Texture Treasures contains approximately 2,500 textures for the computer artist in

PICASSO Il is the leading graphics card for any Zorro based Amiga. The Workbench emulation offers 2568
colours, even on non-AGA machines (Requires 053.1) at resolutions up 1o 1600x1280. Choose colour depths
including HiColour (16 bit) and True Colour (24 bit), Mo Chip RAM limitations and an in-busilt Amiga video pass-
through makes Picassa |l the best value graphics card around!

Picasso Il 2Mb (Includes ImageFX V1.5) £249.85
CyberGraphX Software (for Plcasso Il £ 34085

tategories for print, 20730 graphics and animation. Categories Brick,
Cards, Canvas, Carpet, Cloth, Crimple, Fire, Formica, Granite, Gresnery,
Laminaie, Materials. Metal, Misc., Organic, Panels, Patterns, Rock, Roughs, Skir,
tlsceo, Tiles, Wood, etc. All of the textures are represented by thumbnail renderings
) ing in the INDEXES directory. £14.95

o UTILITIES EXPERIENCE
i Experience is & superb GO crammed with all the best in Amiga Utiities. The CD
y a smar MagicWB interface with custom ray-traced icons. Programs are virtually
-1 directly from the CD without the need 10 copy or install to Hard Drive.
8 include HTML (WWW Internet) pages (with a special version of AWeb) and

PABLO is the Video Encoder option for Picasso | expanding it with
two addiional video ports, one standard Composite Sync Signal, and
one S-VHS (Y-C) compatible port. All PAL compatitle video devices
can be plugged into Pablo, such as a colour TV or 8 video recordar PICASSO Il BOARD

The leading Amiga graphics board

imercl demos: of the Amiga's top programs. 100% indexed with easy to find program . Pablo Video Encoder £ 99.95
jciurs, Borted into divectories with appropriate icons. £14.95 ||
E) OH YES ... MORE WORMS! ASIMWARE PRODUCTS

wlll ke you playing and playing.....

1000 brand naw lavels for this extremely addictive game, many from flop graphles
Ao Included are many new sounds! An additional bonus to this GO is the inclusion
ich update to offer enhanced leatures to the original game. This CO is volume one

£9.95

ASimCDFS 3.5 |s a third genaraton CO-AOM control software package that seamiesssy inegrates CO-FIOM technology oo e
Amiga oparang eystem. The ASmCOFS 3.5 package consista ol AsmTunes, AsimGOFS, COTV and CO92 emulaton modules
FeshMarket CO and & Prefarences Eddor

AslmCOFS 1.5 t £ 49,95

g
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Masier 150 aliows the usar to control @ CO-AOM recordes in rder 1o creale custom CO-AOM and CD-Awdio CO-AOKMs Ar
acvanced IS0 9680 builld wliity which the usar o creats wniverssily cormpasbile C0CAOM volumes Amiga spacilic support also slows
ong filenamaes, spacial charsclers. COTY and CO33 auto-booting. CO-Audia CO-ROM's can ba croaled wilh Masies 150 SOUNGING
digital audio data from 16-bit CODA. MAUD or AIFF audic Files and lormatted io the red book standard for universal compatibility wih
standard CO players. All aspacts af the Master ES0 are controlled through & powestul graghical imerfaso

i DEM-ROM
[oermists ol ower 1,000 Digitad Elevation Maps from the UBGS, These Mes can be kaded into Vista
Iy Afimator and Workd Consanuction Sed to create broatiiaking scenic stils o aaciting animated
. Thess flights couid be saved and loaded into a 30 program &s 8 background Mmage
G white 1nking & 30 objedt such as an asmplans or & speceship and rendering it in tha fomeground 1o [
Mights of fancy. Thesa DEM's can also be oaded inio gny 30 corversion programs such as
h PomiPro, Polyform otc. 1o create 30 landscapas in LighfWave. Imagine, 30 Studio, TrueSpace A
Wil fumbrail rendarnings of 1he opograghecal map of all e DEM's £9.95 o -

6 Drakes Mews, Crownhill Industry, WORLD CONSTRUCTION SET

MagierdS0 £120.85
ManierdS0 + AsbmCOFS 14095

Pinaa call b burther detaby e s So®was ieckh We Sin Gve ywou Ll Inkrmalion on BuDpOried fagheesiy si

Milton Keynes. MK8 OER. UK. Waorid Construction Set is a 3-D terrain modelling

01908 261466 Sales - “ and animation program that offers unlimited flexibility = W
01908 261477 Technical === E and control, WCS provides a wealth of solutions,
:;g glm ::‘s [~ = whether you are creating for video, print media,
Cretind by AccmeaieaDetaSwich o Posisl OrdenTieges. Mo adeed sarharges - Al pross lily incisbes o commercial or scientific ?mllcﬂ!lﬂns. or IUS[ for fun.
AT Pasings 4 Packing £7.00 et D £5.0 (Two Dy anc 18,05 Bty There are too many features to list, but this program is regarded by

s b e SN ey many as the best scenery generator on any platform. WCS requires OS 2.04 or greater, 4 Mb
f f e T L A PRI S S, RAM (8 Mb recommended). Both 68030 and 040 optimised versions are supplied

o wmel ol @magrneloock  Compusre | 1000800 WIAET B AAAMETE WS TS ey @ PR, R S
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Our erstwhile editor

| reports from Europe’s
! largest computer show

urder. It's a tribute to the estima-

ted 750,000 people that visited

CeBit this year that they managed

it at all. Already, most hotels in the
city are fully booked for next year's show, and
possibly the year after. Already these same
hotels are taking reservations for Expo 2000
which will take place in Hannover with a pre-
dicted 40,000,000 wisitors over the course of a
year.

S0 what hope did | have, only trying to make
my way here two weeks before the show? The
answer is none. Unless, that is, | wanted to
spend 6500M a night for a hotel room. How
much is 6500M? Ooh, only about E325 at the
current exchange rate. And that's per night. It
does include breakfast but no baths in asses
milk or slaves fanning me and peeling grapes or
anything like that.

Anyway, here's a tip for last minute wisitors to
CeBit. When you arrive at Hannover airport, visit
the Hannover Hotel Service — you should be
able to find it easily enough - and queue there
for about two hours. They'll find you 4 room,
either in a private house, bed & breakfast, or a
hotel conference room (which is where |

estayed). The cost shouldn't be more than

100DM a night, unless you rent an apartment,
in which case you should look for about 1500M
a night. But you don't really want to know
about this, you want to know all about the
show.

IT'S MASSIVE! It really is. It took me at least half
an hour of walking to even reach the
Escom/Amiga Technologies stand, going past
stands that were larger than a three-bedroomed
detached house showing off PCs, printers,
imageseﬁer&, storage devices, ATM machines,
and any amount of different computer-related
equipment. At the front of one of the stands, |
don't know which, there was an HDTV in a case
filled with bubbling water, showing a fish tank.
The only difference | could see between it and a
real tank full of fish was that the HDTV display
looked more real (and certainly a lot easier to

g

lock after). So eventually, like
Amundsen to the North Pole, |
reached the Escom stand. It was packed.
Unlike Compaq or NEC, who'd created an air
of business-like silence and space, the Escom
stand was, by contrast, more like a heaving
nest of termites, with about as much room to
move around as on the Tokyo subway. They
had the usual PCs (some Commaodore
badged - it's nice to see that Escom are get-
ting something for their £10 million dollar
outlay) and some A1200s. The A1200s were
either showing off games, music or the new
Surfer pack replete with Mindwalker
Web browser, of which we have a working
Preview Copy.

As we've explained to death already, the
pack comes ready to run when you buy it,
and with just a phone call to IBM's toll free
number you are ready to roll. The modem

uII.LAGE TRONIC

ViLL, HL' U'Ilagr.r Tronic's large stand
TAONC was jumping with interes-

== for a look at the new

_ Picasso Il Plus or Picasso 4.
If they were disappointed
with their non-appearance,
they soon cheered up when
they saw the new version of
MainActor Broadcast (the
update is freely available on the Main Concept Website at
http://www.ac-copy.com/maincpthtml), the DKB Wildfire 060
card for the A2000, and the new line of software from ProDAD.

The DKB board is special in several ways. Firstly, it has an
ethemnet port built-in, it also has a FAST SCSI Il controller giving
up to 7Mb/sec, a PCl expansion bus allowing for a new Picasso
card to be integrated with the accelerator, and perhaps most
importantly, the ability to run at a true 66MHz, something no
other 060 accelerator yet does. All you A4000 owners will be
happy that a board for your machines will be out by the end of
the summer, and A3000 owners will be catered for by the end
of the year.

g

0) Top, the Picasso Il Plus board was on display, but
not in use. Below, Bob Prudden proudly shows us his

_ supplied with the pack will be

\\ /@ 14.4k model, but it will be up

to individual distributors in each

country to decide which one will be
bundied with the machine.

However, the best thing on the Amiga
Technologies stand was, without doubt, the
first new Amiga since the A4000T burst on
the scene back in '93. The machine {code-
named Walker at the moment) is a bizarre
design as you will see from the photos on
these pages, but it really looks the part and
says that the Amiga is a different machine.
Even with all these trendy PCs with black
cases or integral speakers coming out of their
sides, the Walker still stands out from the
crowd.

The Walker will come with a largish IDE
hard drive (SCSI is apparently too expensive),
5 or 6Mb RAM (4Mb Fast, 1 or 2Mb Chip) -

60 accelerator for the A2000
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parallel and MIDI ports

£ The new machine will have two SIMM sockets which will
hold different-sired SIMMs up to 128Mb of FastRAM
4 Another new chip, Tony, will replace many of the func-

tions of some of the existing custom chip set

4. The Walker's axpansion slot will hold a backplane that

will accept Zorre I, Zorro Il and PCI cards

1. The first new chip in the Walker is the Super YO chip.
This can control several high-speed, bi-directional serial,

I

5. The Walker can still be plugged into a normal television
through this RF modulator

6. This hard-to-see PCMCIA siot might not make it to the
final version of the Walker

7. The new machine will have a 1Mb Kickstart ROM shown
in a two-chip format here

Although this motherboard is still a prototype, it is already
an amazingly ‘clean’ board. The final version might be
smaller yel, allowing for more room for expansion

the FastRAM expandable to 128Mb via two
SIMM sockets that will accept different-sized.,
SIMMs, the Chip RAM expandable to 2Mb -
and a quad-speed CD-ROM drive. It will cost
between 1000 and 1600DM (E500 - £800)
when it comes out for the Christmas ‘96 mar-
ket and will be based around an EC030 chip
funning at 40MHz, no FPU, no MMU.

The case design is a novel one with a single-

multipurpose slot on the motherboard to
accommodate a backplane which could have
domo I, Zomo |l or even ISA and possibly PCI
slots for graphics cards, processor upgrades or
whatever. Depending on what size backplane
the user fits, the case will have to be extended
upwards with spacers, which may result in the
machine becoming a mini-tower system rather
than a hoover look-alike, as has been suggest-
ed by German wits at the show.

Another change for this machine is the new
Superl/O chip which doesn't yet have a groovy
name like the rest of the Amiga's chipset. This
thip will be responsible for high-speed,
bi-directional serial and parallel ports and has
the bandwidth to provide several of them, or
related types of 1/0 like MIDI. The Walker will

" Some exclusive
shols of the inside of
Amiga Technologies
new baby - The Walker

come with the new Workbench 3.2 and will
have a 1Mb ROM to fit some of the proposed
expansions to the 05,

The design shown in the photos on these
pages 15 only a prototype and Amiga
Technologies may well change the case's
colour and make the motherboard smaller.
There 15 some question whether the Walker will
ship with a floppy drive at the moment, the
reasoning being that CD-ROM helps to prevent
casual piracy, and even some wild rumours
that you will need two
floppy drives — one for old standard Amiga
disks {low density ones, that is) and one for a
new high density format that will use a stan-
dard PC floppy disk drive, Heinz Wroebel
assures me that the machine will ship with a
floppy drive and that it will be a PC high density
drive, but he fears that compatibility with the
old Amiga high density format will be lost.

The machine will also be able to boot from
the internal CD-ROM, opening the way for
games manufacturers to merge their CD32 and
Walker development. Gilles Bourdin reckans it

might also mean that games houses that have frequencies up to 64kHz.
left the Amiga might return now that they are

1296
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) Barry Thursten and Dennis Phillips
locking pleased, despite the fact that there
wasn't a single Amiga on their stand

assured of a standard CD-based machine to
work with.

Gilles doesn’t feel at all worried about the
future of the Amiga. He believes its strengths
and dedicated userbase will see it through
these admittedly lean times. He sees the Walker
as an intermediate step towards the
PowerAmiga next year, and hopes that one-
time Amiga developers will return to the fold
when they see the quality of the new machine.
On Workbench 3.2, Gilles had this to say:
"..some of the main changes will be networking
abilities, more colourful icons (it hasn't been
decided whether to use the MagicWB set or
another, or design one from scratch), more
utilities, etc.”
f2
Workbench 3.2 will be the last revision made
for 680x0 machines according to Bourdin,
future revisions will only take place for the
PowerAmiga. Just to cheer old-time Amiga users
up, Gilles revealed that Dave Haynie and Andy
Finkel are consulting for Amiga Technologies on
the implementation of Workbench and design
matters for the new machines, along with Olaf
Barthel and Heinz Wroebel. The Walker isn't
going to be a stopgap machine, however. It will
be upgradeable to the PowerPC chip, when it
becomes available. Speaking of PowerPCs, the
PowerAmiga project is actually running slightly
ahead of schedule at the moment and Amiga

mlcnovnzc

Microvitec were one of the other few stands showing Amiga-based
products. Their new 15" and 17" monitors were being shown and look a
vast improvement on the current 1438. Both the 15 and 17" monitors will
have extremely flat black matrix screens, in contrast to the goldfish bowd
appearance of the 1438, Both monitors will sync down low enough for
standard Amiga modes, but have the bandwidth to display 38kHz screens
as well, so finally there will be an all-in-one solution for Amiga owners who
want a graphics card too. The 17" monitor will apparently display screen-
modes up to 1280 x 1024 in ‘brilliant colour' and will display modes at




EBIT
STATS

CeBit is one of the
world's largest compu-
ter shows. The only
one bigger is perhaps
Comdex in America. A
ticket for a single day
costs 50DM (E25 or
about $39) on the door and a ticket for all
seven days is double that. The catalogue
on its own costs 36DM and weighs in at
about 5-6lbs. You can throw away all but
a couple of ounces of that, though, if you
have a suitable machine equipped with a
CD-ROM because you get one with all the
information contained in the book with
the catalogue.

CeBit takes place over seven days in 26
halls and has a total of 6,507 companies
from 66 different countries exhibiting in a
total of 465,847 square metres of display
space.

The showground is so large that there
are bus services operating to carry people
between halls and there is parking for
over 50,000 cars at any one time.

There are hundreds of toilets, snack
bars and restaurants all over the show-
ground, so finding people can be a night-
mare. Fortunately for me, the people |
wanted to meet were all clustered around
the few Amiga-related stands, so it wasn't
too much of a problem.

Technologies hope to have something to show
this time next year. However, your loyal
reporter thinks that the new machine is far
from the perfect solution. When all's said and
done, it is still an A1200, admittedly faster and
with better expansion possibilities, but with no
real improvernent on current (and by current, |
really mean five year old) technology.

The backplane idea for adding Zomo slots is
a good one in principle, but it means additional
costs for the user who wants to upgrade his
machine. First he has to buy the backplane,
and how much wall that cost? Then he has to
buy his expansion. If he decides to further
expand his machine, he'll have to get rid of his
original backplane and buy a larger one, all the
time ensuring the new card will have the slots
he needs for the cards he already has, and he'll
need to buy the spacer unit to make his
machine tall enough to take the new cards.

ESENEFITS

In my humble opinion, it would have been
mare beneficial to have room inside the
machine for two Zorro I/l cards and an in-line
video slot. In addition, the machine should
have had the same CPU slot as an A3000,
A4000 and so on so that the companies
remaining who support the Amiga don't have
their resources further stretched by having to
tool up for a third Amiga standard. For instance,
Phase 5 already make accelerators far the
A1200 and the A4000/3000. They are not
going to want to have to make a third type of
accelerator to satisfy Walker owners. I'm sure
they'll do it anyway, but it might mean the end

| 2|

{1 lemega's new baby giants, the Jaz and Ditto drives.

We hope to review them soon

1 Sy@Quest's SyJet should

prove a major competitor
for the Jaz drive

In this global market,
companies really ought to
pay more attention to the
connctations their

hame might have in other
countries...

NOUGH AMIGA, WHAT ABOUT

OTHER

In fact the new Amiga launch was probably the most exciting
event at this year's CeBit, even though it probably interested less
than one per cent of the visitors to the show.

Purveyors of wares for other platforms were overheard
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of them. After all, it's not as though there are
thousands of existing A1200 or big box Amiga
owners out there who are suddenly going to
drop everything they own and switch to a
Walker.

Perhaps, rather than simply rearranging
everything in the case design and adding this

PLATFORMS?

bemoaning the lack of interesting or new products, and
visitors | spoke to also complained about a dearth of innovath
products. Still, | guess the new Amiga could be lumped in th
category too.

IT FOR
AN AMIGA?

All in all, the CeBit show doesn't really suit the
Amiga market. There are far too many extremely
serious people doing very grown up things on
machines that have never even had a
deﬂsmﬂunuﬂhmﬂM

the Draco as a standalone video editing machine
at a fraction of the cost of a similar Avid set-up,
never mind the fact that it s Amiga-based. And
Phase 5 were surprisingly not on the Motorola
booth showing off a potential prototype of the
Powerlp PowerPC accelerator card for the
Amiga.

Even so, Haage & partners were on Motorola's
stand showing off Storm C/++. An ANSI compli-
ant C package with full support for Motorola's.
060 and a GUI editor? Sounds too good to be
true? Well, unless you speak German, it is.
Translation is going ahead now for the manual,
but don't expect it to surface for a couple of
months, at least, in its English form.

Finally, 'm not sure if | have comedtly corveyed
just how it feels to attend CeBit, so 1l try again.
Unless you have a fortune to spend and resena-
tions made, CeBit s like that favourite of Japanese
television shows— Endurance. | really do feel like
've been put through the mill. Amyway, that's the
news from Eﬂi‘ﬁﬂncﬁhﬂwnﬂig
feet for a few hours_

new bus, Amiga Technologies should have
done what they have always said they are
doing and build on the strengths of the Amiga.
Surely some form of video expansion like a
built-in genlock, or a sound sampler, would
have been of more immediate benefit to new
users and build on the Amiga's much-trumpe-
ted multimedia superiority.

A built-in sound samples
would also mean that the
Amiga could get some form
of Internet phone access,
another string in the

. Amiga's bow.
k' Then the surfer pack
could really offer something
new. Just imagine the
scarce advertising: ‘Intems
ational calls at a local rate -
they're yours with the
Amigal' Still, the machine |
saw was only a prototype
and there is plenty of time
for changes before its
selling period.
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here have been a lot of

extensions to the Amos language

in recent years, and seemingly
.. the development of such addi-
tions to the language has not abated even
though most commercial development on
the Amiga has taken a break to see what is
going to happen next. If anything, develop-
ment of add-ons for Amos has increased
since both Commodore and Europress
Software ceased to support the Amiga. 05
Devkit for Amas Pro, written by Brice
Fromentin, is a fine addition to these
extensions, allowing you to use all the
standard Amiga libraries, like asl.library,
exec.library, gadtools.library,intuition.library,
graphics.library etc.

INSTALLER STALLS

The system requires you to have Amos Pro
2.0 and above (it says 1.0+ but you can't use
the compiler with anything below 2.0, can
you?}, Amiga OS 2.0 and above, and
anything above a 68000 will do, so 060
drivers should watch their speed.

The program is a mere snip to install as it
has an install program on the disks, but this
does suffer from a slight problem in that
department, however, because it seems to
look for the APSystem directory under
something called AmosPro_System. You
could, | suppose, assign that name to
APSystem, but | found the best way to install
it was to copy the libs into APSystem
and unpack all the other LZH files into a
convenient directory like AmosPro.

Once the files are copied, you have to
start Amos Pro and use the Set Interpreter
command to point Amos to the lib file for
the extension. That done, everything is in
order.

The documentation on the disk is in
English as well as French, but M. Fromentin
is obviously not as fluent with the Queen’s
wossname as he perhaps thinks he is. Things

[[JSsiNG AROUND

To make OS-legal Intuition-like programs you merely have
to follow the new OS Devkit command structure. For exam-
ple, to open a screen in Intuition, all you have to do is:

_ser Def Body 0,0,320,120,5
Hand=_scr Gpen

which means open a screen which starts at 0,0 with a
width of 320 and a height of 128 pixels and a colour depth
of 5.

To take another example, if you wanted to set the body
characteristics of a gadget using GadTools, you would use
the following:

_ogad Def Body X,Y,¥,.H

where XY is the location of the top/left corner, and W,H is
the width and height. To refresh the contents of a window
or requester using GadTools, all you would need to do is:

_gt Refresh Wnd WND,REQ

where WND and REQ are the pointer of the window or
requester in question. The AmigaGuide documents on the

! for Amos Pro

like “for logical reason an ‘Amos lock’ send
AmosPro to front” and “If you need V39 func-
tions, test OS version before, this allow me to
obtain faster command than AmosPro itself.
Little sacrifices..” sound like me writing my
column after a night out on the town.

The docs are somewhat fragmented in
parts, and although they are on the disk as
AmigaGuide documents (I hate on-disk
documentation, don't you?), they will help
you make sense of the procedures for
making your own OS-legal Amiga programs.
The installation and presentation of all the
program elements could be cleaned up
considerably, and this is something which
will hopefully be solved now the program
has a proper commercial distribution. Icons

disk describe all the functions and how to use them,
although it requires a lot of experimentation (or an existing
knowledge of how these things work) to make things zip
along quickly. If you have a passing knowledge of Intuition
then this will be easy. If you've never done this kind of
thing before then a read of the demonstration Amos pro-
grams and a knowledge of schoolboy French will stand you
in good stead.

One thing which did irk me a little bit was the fact
that only one of the guide files with the command struc-
tures in had an icon, meaning that the only way to get
them all working from a mouse click was to either add an
icon for each file or click once on AmigaGuide, then hold
down shift and click on the guide file. (You have to Show
All Files in the menus before you can even see them to
click on.

By the way: one technical thing which cropped up during
the creation of the software was a clash between the
Amiga OS Wait function and the Amos Pro loader. Brice has
mended this by adding a PROC called RENAMEAmos
which, if added at the front of an Amos Pro program, will
subtly alter the names of the programs in operation and
prevent an erroneous “out of memaory” message.
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for all the documentation would be a boo
as would proper install scripts which wou
prevent any of the problems | encounter
when loading the program the first time.
killed my Amos Pro by stopping the defa
configuration from being able to load
necessitating a complete re-install of Am
Pro - something which took time and eff
and which I'd have preferred not to ha
to do.

That being said, OS Devkit is a splendi
extension, but one that would definitel
benefit from a better organised install
procedure and properly translated
documentation. Despite all that | give it an
unreserved thumbs up for power, if not ease
of use.

REQUIREMENTS

Workbench Amos Pro

PRODUCT DETAILS

Product 05 Devkit Amos Pro.
Supplier Blittersaft
Price £29.95
Tel 01908 261466
_Ease of use 55%
Implementation 70%
Value For Money 70%
Overall T0%
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ohn Pasternak, so the blurb tells
us, has been working in movies
for over 20 years now, as direc-
" tor, actor and special effects guy
{although | couldn't find any reference to
him in the Internet movie database).
He's presenting a series of video
tutorials that make a nice com-
plement to our video special
last month as they all deal
with creating impressive-
looking special effects
using items that are freely
available in any town. The
first in the series is called
Android and deals with a
single scene reminiscent of
d certain James Cameron
film where the baddie has to
tepair his arm and eye after
being in a set of scrapes.

First of all you are shown the
scene in its entirety, followed by a

detailed description of how each effect was &

achieved. This starts with the retractable
XActo knife with realistic spurting blood
and goes on to opening the arm up for
mechanical surgery. Each step is covered in
very good detail, listing all the materials
you will need to get to achieve the effects,
-and where you are most likely to get them
from.

MAIOR REPAIRS

I found it very interesting to see the com-
plete process involved in creating a latex
mask which was used as the basis for an
gffect where the android pulls its eyeball
out to repair it (this scene on the video
was rather spoilt by the fact that you can
see three hands in shot, unless of course,
the android was better equipped than |
thought). The process is a lot more
invalved than | had previously presumed. It
starts with your actor's face getting fitted
for a piece of cardboard, which is then
placed to fit the face snugly. The actor is
then given a breathing tube and dentists’
impression gunk is spread all over. Plaster
of Paris is spread over the gunk to give it

added strength and once this is dry the -

whole shebang is removed.
That's just the first step though. Next the

- mould of the face is filled with plaster of

paris again and left to dry for a few days in
a warm place. It is then turfed out of the

mould and placed on a board. Next it is

timmed of any remaining flash and waxed.
Once this has been done, there are a few
intermediate steps to tackle, but the next
big job is to get those protective gloves on
and start messing with glass fibre. The end
fesult is @ mould you can pour a latex

A special effects video?

What's the connection with

the Amiga? Read on as Frank Nord finds out

rubber mix into, which, once set, will be
your mask. This can then be painted using
acrylic paint to make it look a bit more life-
like. Sure, it isn't any animatronic master-
piece, but it is something you can do at
home without having to spend a fortune.
This is the whole basis for the tutorials on
these tapes and it is one that works well.
You won't be making Terminator 3, but
you will be able to create effects of some
sophistication with relatively little effort.
Finally, in addition to the main exercise of
producing the scene, there are a number
of general tips such as how to get rid of
the overly clean and harsh look of video.
One point about the video that was
quite tiresome though. It may say that the

“Each step is covered in
very good detail, listing all
the materials you will
need to get to achieve the
effects, and where you are

most likely to get them
from”

IJHAT'S THE CONNECTION?

Well you might ask. The gimmick with this set of videos is the fact that you'll also be able to

nothing happens.

buy them on CD. No, it won't just be an Mpeg conversion of the video data, it will be a mix-
ture of COXL animation combined with CD quality sound and still pictures to present the
same information, but in an Amiga-friendly way. The CD is planned to cost twice as much
as the video, but then again, you hopefully won't have to put up with the long gaps where

MOVIE MAK
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tutorial is over an hour long on the box,
but in actual fact quite a large proportion
of that hour is taken up with timewasting
shots which are unnecessary. It's unfortu-
nate that you cannot even fast forward
through these as it means that you might
miss some of the voiceover.

[JlPiNiON

As a whole, this video is a great idea,
especially for you budding film makers
roused by our feature last month. It pro-
vides a very easy-to-follow, step-by-step
guide to creating special effects on a very
tight budget. However, the editing of the
tape really needs to be tightened as there
are large gaps between the narrative
which don't advance your understanding
of the subject and are not aesthetically
pleasing. Finally, this tape isn't suitable for
children owing to the nature of both the
type of special effects and the materials
used to create them.

.‘l'd o T

line

PRODUCT DETAILS
Product Movie Maker
"u'qll_:me 1 = Android

|_Supplier Epic 50{;@?55
Price Price: Video £14.99
L e CD-ROM EZ'BE_S
Tel 01793 514188
Overall 7580




alternatives

5 promised, this month Il be con-

tinuing the guided tour of

NewTek's latest incamation of their

award-winning 3D design and ani-

mation system. This time it's Modeler's turn for

a once over, but I'l also be exploring LightWave

on the Amiga's arch rival. However, before

inspecting the opposition’s approach, it's time

for a close look at the straight-man in the
LightWave double act.

Modeler is without doubt the poor relation

in the LightWave partnership in the rush to

match the exploits of Ron Thornton and

i1 The traditional solid view - aither
moving or static on a standard Amiga
display

= The °

Paul Austin casts a
quizzical eye over the all
new Modeler and also

explores the LightWave

Amica En NG
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friends. The temptation is to dive straight into
Layout and set about throwing things around
the screen in the vain hope that by some mira-
cle you'll stumble across a masterpiece.
Unfortunately, that just ain't the way things
happen.

SiMILARITI

As you can see, the all new Modeler 4.0
isn't exactly a million miles away from its pre-
decessor. In fact, you have to look pretty close
before you can spot any real changes. All the
buttons and options appear in almost identical

<

=
8 ]

positions, but there is one very major,
invisible, update which many a die hard mod
eler hack has been dreaming of since t
beginning. The update in question is the long
awaited addition of multi-level undo and redg
In the past you were limited to undoing
the last edit, but now you can go way bad
into the design history of your creations. And
thanks to redo, you're also free to move bad
and forth through the changes you've made,
In short, the benefits are immense, not leas
of which is the ability to experiment free
without having to go thruugh the drudgerg, g

-

C oot § s Jwgstn ] oo ]

| At first glance not a lot of difference from the solid view. However,
look close and you'll spot internal surfaces and a layout that doesn't
ebscure parts of the model that are hidden in solid preview
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NewTek have made a lot of noise about ensuring
LightWave will have a standard interface and function-
 ality across the board, whether it be Amiga, PC, SGI or
‘Whatever else. And to be fair, that's exactly what they've

The only real difference on an operational level is the
inability to import and export models between Modeler
\and Layout As mentioned, the vast majority of PCs don't
ruly multitask, therefore it's not an option — even under
Windows 95. This inevitably means an awful lot of

" [dross comPaTIBILITY

saving, quitting and reloading when making adjust-
ments to the design and surface properties of your
creations. However, given sufficient RAM, it is possible to
load both Layout and Modeler, make your changes in
one, save them out to disk, hop over to the other
program, and load in the saved changes.

On the PC plus side, it must be said that actual screen
update on the PC version is superior — given a decent
64-bit graphics card. When compared to the implemen-
tation of the higher resolution displays of the Picasso Il

‘saving countless revisions of the same design.

- Yet another simple, but nevertheless
‘essential change is the redesign of the preview
ndow. In the past, Modeler boasted a rather
over-indulgent moving solid preview option.
There's no doubt it looks impressive, but in
practice it simply wasted CPU time, served no
| praciical purpose, and most importantly, soon
became very irritating,

WPREVIEWS

- Fortunately, NewTek have finally done the
 decent thing and added a usable, static, solid
selection to the existing options, there-
providing a much more informative range of
“display options. In 3.5 the selection varied
‘between none, static, and moving — in either
“wireframe or solid. Now that collection has
- expanded with none, wireframe, Frontface and
“solid - either moving or otherwise. As you'd

‘expet, the wireframe option works as before,
~ showing both the internal polygon structure
 and the points.
" Next up comes the new Frontface option
" which, & the name suggests, shows only the
- extemnal polygons of the object. However, as
~ you can see from the screenshat, it also allows
. youto see external surfaces within the object -
that at present may be obscured from the
- exsting viewpoint.
. Lastly comes the static solid view which, not
- surprisingly, works just like Frontface, but deliv-
15 a true solid 3D image of the model. It must
 be said this is slightly slower to update than
the athers, but in my opinion this is a small

L e N R ¢ B
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and polygon selections from the preview window

) The classic confusion of old style wireframe preview.
- I's only real saving grace Is the ability to make point

“Fortunately, NewTek
have finally done the
decent thing and added a
usable, static, solid

preview selection to the
existing options”

price to pay for the added clarity a solid - and
stable - true 3D preview can provide.

Unfortunately for PC fans, combined
moving and static display options are only
available to the Amiga version. Because PCs
can't multitask, a window in window animated
display simply isn't an option.

Like their predecessor, all the display
options offer the same orientation control,
with wireframe still requiring a combination of
the Alt key and mouse movement in order to
rotate the object along any axis to generate
the optimum view point.

The only other obvious change to Modeler
is the arrival of a brand new button in the
Tools department. Basically, this is Modeler's
very own plug-ins option which awaits under
the new Tools/custom button.

At first glance you could easily make the
mistake that the Custom selection is just
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=y A boring screen grab
it may be, However,

it's an impressive
example of the excellent
collection of freebie
objects that akip with the
CD version of the

favoured on the Amiga version, the PC wins hands
down, However, it must be said that the Picasso update
and display options in general have improved quite
dramatically since the initial beta release.

Aside from the resolution, the PC variant also offers a
different approach to render previews. Unlike the Amiga,
which uses multitasking to provide a full frame preview
in either Ham, Ham8, or Picasso I, the PC opts for a
small quarter-screen display within a pop-up requester
in addition to a full screen alternative.

software

another incarnation of ARexx macros.
However, there is a very distinct difference
between the two. Basically, the Custom
options are standalone programs which, just
like Layout plug-ins, allow third-party develop-
ers to plug dedicated modelling applications
directly into the Modeler interface.

At present, the package only ships with five
custom programs = the most notable, Power-
view, provides a solid quick render of the
preview display. Unfortunately, the option is
limited to a one-off full frame preview which
has to be closed down before you can conti-
nue modelling, although you can still rotate
the preview by dragging the mouse.

Although limited at present, it does point
the way to some interesting possibilities when
it comes to automated modelling. It remains
to be seen if Modeler custom programs get
the same level of attention as their Layout
plug-in counterparts - personally | doubt ...

>

Dinplay Option

(' Access to the all new preview modes, bul perhaps more important a selection
of all the Picasso II's display modes, 1024X768 is the best of the bunch with a
combination of excellent resolution and reasonable screen update
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Ever since the news that LightWave was crossing the
great PC divide, many have been predicting that ‘the
end is nigh, and the Amiga is no more.” This is pre-
dictable stuff especially with a clase inspection of dock
speeds. However, there’s more involved in 30 modelling
than just raw speed.

Obviously, with PC clock speeds ranging from 66MHz
right up to 133MHz there’s no question that they can
hold their own when it comes to brute rendering speed.
However, this is by no means the whole story. During
head-to-head testing a 66MHz PC renders at roughly
twice the speed of a 25MHz A4000, but if a 50MHz 060
was added the Amiga’s rendering speed quadrupled,
thereby rendering roughly twice the speed of the PC - a
figure which is still marginally faster than a Pentium
PS0.

Obviously, this throws the basic PC-goes-faster
equation into turmoil. Do you spend a large amount of
hard earned wonga on a PC, or simply upgrade your
existing A4000 030 or 040 with an 060 processor? With
the uncertain state of Amiga development and the out-
landish hype surrounding the PC, it's tempting to spend
the extra cash. However, life, and especially PCs, are
never that straightforward.

As mentioned earlier, PCs in general are by no means
under-powered machines. However, even with their
impressive spec, they nevertheless display some serious
limitations. For example, unless the PC in question

IlHE GREAT

DIVIDE

As mentioned earlier, NewTek have gone to
great lengths to make LightWave on all
platforms as identical as possible. There's one
thing, though, that even their best efforts can't
overcome, It's true that both scene files and
objects will happily load on any platform.
Unfortunately, that still doesn't get past the
naming limitations on pre-Windows 85 PCs.

As you're probably aware, PC file names can
only have a maximum of eight digits, plus a
three digit suffix, such as Lwobject.lob.
Obviously, Amigas don't suffer from such’ limita- -
tions and, of course, it's not something that

third-party developers have considered in the

past. As a consequence, most third-party
products which automatically generate scene
files or create objects will not travel well, espe-
dially if they employ a numerical suffix to name
clones - null objects being a prime example.
The only solution is to upgrade to Windows 95
or manually rename and replace all the objects
which don't fit the PC naming criteria. In short, a
good old fashioned pain in the backside - not
impossible, but certainly not something you'd
do if there was a choice, which alas there isn't

The same problems apply to texture maps
which your objects will call when loaded into
layout, although if you can live with untidy file
names, and the odd bit of re-selection, it is pos-
sible to copy files over 'as is’ — at which point
the PC will automatically concatenate the file
names. The files will still load, but to be honest
the ensuing confusion could well make recon-

= An example of Modeler's

potential. It's early days
but custom add-ons could
well be the way forward

boasts a large amount of RAM it will inevitably begin
paging to disk as available RAM is depleted — reserving
a set amount of virtual memory space on a hard disk is
commonplace for memory-intensive PC applications.

Unfortunately, when paging begins performance
plummets across the board - with particular sufferers
being rendering times, wireframe generation and, more
impartantly, playback, effectively rendering it useless.

Basically, PCs are appalling at memory management
As a result, once paging the activated it will continue,
regardless of whether real memory has become avail
able since the peak RAM requirement which initiated the
paging. Unfortunately, the only cure is to save out and
re-boot the machine.

SNAIL MIODE

This situation doesn't only apply to LightWave. For
example, if you wanted to freeze LightWave and pop
into another package, paging could kick-in, and you're
straight back in snail mode on your return to Modeller or
Layout.

In addition, PCs do not support shared resources like
the Amiga. For example, @ multitude of Amiga programs
will happily share the same libraries, whereas each
individual program on a PC will open its own duplicates
of the same resources — which obviously eats yet more
valuable RAM. Worse still, once opened, many external
resources remain resident regardless of whether the

[l FINAL THOUGHT

Although much improved and generally more stable, it must be said that Modeler certainly hasn't
had the large-scale overhaul that Layout has enjoyed. But to be fair, with the preview problems
resolved and multiple undo now active, there's little else that needs attention. NewTek are obviou-
sly taking the same approach to Modeller as they have in Layout when it comes to advanced add-
ons to the system. Basically, the custom button does the same job as the plug-ins option in layout.

As for the PC invasion, I'd say it's still very early days. With the lack of any direct third-party sup-
port, and the hardware and software limitations inherent to the PC, it's really a case of spending an
awful lot of money or nane at all. With the price and performance offered by the growing band of
060s, the Amiga still looks in a strong position. The only real question is, will the PC's dominance of
Plug-in development make the Amiga lose out in the long run?

newly found plug-in

for high-end design
add-ons

application that initiated them is still using them or even
still active. Poor memary management on the PC prob-
ably accounts for the fact that the recommended set-up
for any serious PC LightWave system consists of a
Pentium P90 with 32Mb of RAM. Formerly, Windows NT
was the preferred OS, but with the advent of Windows
95 — which like NT also supports multi-tasking — 16Mb is
just about viable as an alternative

The reason for the 32Mb preference on NT machines
is a system requirement of 12Mb that is needed simply
to run, leaving 20Mb free, a figure which should be
enough to avoid the dreaded paging problem. The
question is, though, after investing in a high-end PC, will
the average user have sufficient funds for essentials like
Photoshop 3.0 and all the other goodies that make a PC
clone a viable graphics machine? | know | wouldn't

Basically, the underlying message is that the road to
faster affordable rendering doesn’t necessary lead
directly to the doors of PC box shifter. Simply running
cash in hand to the local PC World and grabbing the
first bargain PC system on the shelf, simply on the
strength of its clock speed isn't a solution.

In reality, high power rendering on the PC has a high
price, just like it does on any other platform. A PC, more
than any other machine, is quite literally the sum of its
parts. If an element of the equation is missing you could
easily end up with a very expensive system that simply
won't do what you need.
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REQUIREMENTS
RED ¢ BLACK recommends

AAM Ha & Workbanch

E’/
RAM Plicassa |l

PRODUCT DETAILS

LightWave
Premier Vision
ER95 + VAT
0171-721 7050

Ease of use

structing the scenes and surface attributes more
hassle than simply renaming them prior to
the move.
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{7 The big picture running on a Picasso
1024X 768 display. It may be a tad slower than
a standard Amiga display but that's a small

price to pay for the massive increase in clarity

Implementation
Value For Money
Overall
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The revolutionary S-VHS ProGrab™ 24RT Plus with Teletext is not only the best way
to get crisp colour video images into your Amiga, from either live broadcasts or
taped recordings, it also costs less than any of its rivals. This real time PAL/
SECAM/NTSC* 24-Bit colour frame grabber/digitiser has slashed the price of
image grabbing on the Amiga and, at the same time, has received rave reviews
for its ease of use and excellent quality results. ProGrab™ has earned honours
from just about every Amiga magazine and Video magazines too!
And... with ProGrab™ you needn't be an expert in Amiga Video Technolagy,

a simple 3 stage operation ensures the right results - Real Time, after time.
STAGE 1... "

Select any video source with SVHS or composite output. This could be your camcorder, TV with SCART output

0o

satellite recenver domestic x-'.,.~..-|-lxl';: r or standard TV signal passing through your VCR/player.. . the choice i

STﬂGE i
Mith ProGrabs software, select an image vou
5N L0 capiure '-'--'f-'j the on screen presie,
window and Grab (because the hardware

grabs frames in real time, theres no need for

il image an yvour Amiaa screen. ProGr
includes a Tefetext viewing and captuning

ProGrab™,
Supportt ail recent Amigas and i also fully AGA Chipset " with SCART outy
pmatible. fou can render images in any Waorkbench screen
| Bt isolution incudeng HAME mode [Amiga RAM permitting) o

STAGE 3...

W52 he grabied imace with viour favouni

i
4 ProGrab™
b i and Loads *‘Hﬂg!! n IFFALAM, IFFALEMZ 4, JPEG, BMP
\ MK and TARGA Ble formats. ProGeab saves animations as
H files and amimations with wound [requires POMCLY !
mieface and separate sound sampler| a5 Anim5 « BSV files yoUr SIS recens
o Amnge of image processing effects, palette computing
n [AGA only] and dithering methods are alse new 1o A
" Boirab Version 2.5.0 Phatogenscd fully supports ProGrat or, Lardiy 1
. with 2 custom Loader to enable gratis directly fram within MCTLINES IrDm
e prograe - savang YOLU timed YICRS wideo owd

ProGrab really does make

It that simplel
ane has bailt in mono and colour animation facilities

.ll'lﬂn of frames i dependant upan your Amigas RAM

- Camcorder
ProGrab™ For just £'| 29 95... P S Eva

ProGrab™

Release 2.5.x software now indudes

i ! " Hardware
* SLIPPORT FOR VIETUAL MEMORY L] F‘m-l:mh J-m'T F"Jus D|g|l|sur # Latedt ProGrab Version 2.5 % Software Tig i s ibinr e
L E-e highest resalutions - Even with low Sy At i * Mains Power Supply Linit = Parallel Port Connecting Cable f I
vt * User Manual * Input sockets for Compaosite and SVHS. Satisfied
* ADDITIONAL TELETEXT FACILITIES _
B S T PCMCIA Interface for A1200 and A600 - Only £34.95 $5% STAR By
* LARGER PREVIEW WINDOW 5 IO OUONGE TLVCT IErace ncluges the Iabes Uiy v and extencs perfon "
Double Resoluthon and 4 times the arca available TIOLSF W LPsET HETInG) i VNG LK A i Star Buy
with previous ProGrab softwane, » Faster Do lirg Times jup bo FIVE tir Juick
» INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT e e i | kit : il 93% Gald Rating
Now waorks with composite PAL, SECAM and NTSC " Inl sampding and anematon capabsit B 1 samy LI .
. Siraight from the boxl = ] of Tl frect 1oy Armigas hard ¢ ik l H
Ihl:“l _I .. _I i I..:: .;_ Fidy .. y & Fimer y . 1 Paral [ LSE int I I B righeral o ‘!ﬁ?
QR e Ay Pz 2 =0 ProGrab™ supports any Amiga with Kickstart 2.04 or later & a minimum of 1.5Mb. free RAM. _ b fo b i m
Rards o NEW ProGrat | Piuis - Post or FAX Mr/Mrs/Miss,/ Ms: Initial{s ) || e J
il [equirements |Cuantity T ..3*1.: Prices Avadlahle) on - z :
.:l ger form prowided OR, if yoLd simpy like further Address: |
rfarmation please contact
f"’f
County (Country ) | | Postcode:
| |
Daytime Phone: Evening Phone:
_ _ProGirab Plus™ & £129.95 i (verseas Cuslomers..,
_ PCMCIA Interface @ £34.95 i Please call for IS, '--"r,'{.'m'.‘ Ll
! | H HARWOOD & '.- ~_ V215x 5W (User Upgrade) @ 5495 § Card holder's signature:
MPUTERS Optional FAST Courier Delivery @ $6.95 §
J nr :
on  Harwood Computers LII‘I-HIU.L e e AN | O SEE
Street, Alfreton, Derbyshire DESS 7BP Card No I | f ( [
AX: 01 773 831040 or..

A R Valid From: Issue Number:
TELEPHONE Expiry Date (Switch Only) (Switch Only)

m 836781 [ 1 enclose a Cheque/Bank Draft/Postal Order for & :____ made payable 10 GORDON HARWOOD COMPUTERS LIMITED |




ORROR
SENSATION

Have you ever stayed up until the early hours
of the morning staring subliminally at the
television for no apparent reason? | hope so,
because then I'll know I'm not the only one.

Usually after midnight there's always a
cracking horror film on - probably from either
the '60s or early '80s - and no matter how
bad the special effects are, or the cheesiness
of the music, you will be glued to your set. It
doesn't finish there either. As soon as the film
ends you realise it's time for bed, and then
you will undoubtedly follow this routine...
you'll snuggle up in bed and then Boom! A
big monster springs out of your wardrobe
and goes "Boo!”

Horror Sensation will undoubtedly scare
you as we travel into the oh so frightening
world of horror. To me, horror isn't ghaosts,
paranormal activity or the X-files of any
description. Horror is just gratuitous blood
and guts, and for a brief description of Horror
Sensation this fits perfectly.

Every horror-related Amiga file will
undoubtedly be on this CD, be it sound
samples, text files, images, FAQs, games or
clipart - they are all here. And by the time
you've searched a few directories, especially
the images, you're stomach will be retching
just like after your first rollercoaster ride.

| will wam you now that Horror Sensation
does have an 18 certificate and it is justified.
The images are nothing short of sick and see-
ing decapitated heads and dismembered

1 Although this picture
seems harmless, staring
into this bloke’'s eyes will
undoubtedly turn anyone
into a psychopath

i This Is about the only tasteful picture on the
whole CD. We're not allowed to print the nasty ones
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bodies doesn't really appeal to me. | will also
mention that I'm not actually referring to any
scenes from films or videos - | mean REAL
LIFE pictures of bodies. Not a pretty sight.

There are also a host of good quality sam-
ples such as screams, blood gushing noises,
splats and squelches - perfect for any home
made harror films. The text documents
contain strange fictional stories and it's all
polished off by an excellent menu system
whereby everything can be seen, heard and
played from a click of a button.

Flease! Only buy this CD if you think you
can handle these gruesome pictures. You
must not even contemplate it if you are of a
nervous disposition. You have been warned!

Battom

, -
PRODUCT DETAILS
Product: _ A LASE RO Sensation
Supplier: 17 Bit Software
Price: £19.99
Phone: 01924 366982

| Easeofuse 90%
Implementation ~~~ 89%
Value For Money B9%
Overall B8y

Andy Maddock
pinpoints his laser
guided vision on
to the latest
truck-load of CDs

from heaven

Music has
always been
simple to put
together on
the Amiga. At
the most
basic, all you
have to do is
pick four instruments to fill in each channel
and play them all together. It doesn't matter
if it sounds awful - label your track with the
‘alternative’ label and you can just about get
away with it.

Maxmum Mods is the first in the series
of a long line in module CDs. However,
something tells me by the time the second
one comes out you probably won't have
even got through the first because if you lis-
tened to every track on the CD all the way
through it would last around ten days. That
gives you and idea of how many modules
there are on the CD.

A bonus is that the CD will run on the
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line
PRODUCT DETAILS
Product: _ Weorld Atlas
| Supplier: ~ Wisedome Ltd
P.rng_:. 0 £29.99
Phone: 0181-570 3756

If you've ever wanted to see the rest of the m ‘
world you usually have to either commit to E ¢ !
backpacking or work your socks off to be able ot B i 94%
to afford a six month cruise, and only then can Implementation 90%
you stop off and enjoy the delights of each | Value For Money 83%
country. Overall 90%

Not any more. All you have to do is pur- countries. Although the graphics aren't partic- () Mere's another one
thase this CD and you can learn all about ~ larly outstanding it doesn't matter because the
thousands of different countries. If you can sit amount of information more than makes up for
down and take in all it. If you are researching

the information it the world for school,
college, or university m M I N E 'r l o

would probably take
around six months, so projects, or just for a
general hobby, you

all your mates will actu-
won't be disappointed

ally believe you've been
I around the world, with what you find. The
whole package is

World Atlas was
designed with Multi- compatible with the
media Experience and A1200, A4000 and
CD32, so the interface is

therefore has an extre-
I mely easy-to-use inter- controlled by either the
mouse or control pad,

face. All the fonts are

I'm am getting tired of writing this small piece
here because sooner or later | will run out
things to say.

| refuse to mention the great AmigaGuide
that splits up the various categories
which allow you to run or extract your
programs. | shall not mention that the CD has
all the latest uploads, and | definitely will
not mention that the CD includes a wide

{7 Here's a map

large, so readable, but selecting from all e
#all still manages to look presentable. the menus on-screen. fraae S RUAINe,
if you've ever wanted to learn about the World Atlas is a fantastic package for lazy BOTIES, COMMS, grap-

hic, and sound software
uploaded to Aminet
from February '96.

Right so there you
go. The only thing | will
tell you about is the full
version of Pagestream.
Er, there's a full version
of Pagestream on
Aminet 10. See, there
you go. Buy it.

world, you won't find a better package than  people who can't be bothered going to the
the World Atlas. It contains information such as local library to pick out some books. Everything
the population, death rates and birth rates, as you need to know will be there right in front
well 35 the economic backgrounds of each of you.

obps VoL 1

€032, s0 all you console owners will happily
be able to crank out some Amiga mods while

you're getting ready for a Saturday night. As 0 As § mentioned briefly.
for A1200 and A4000 owners, | don't think Aminet 10 contains

I you'll be going out on a Saturday night Bouom Pagestream version 2.2. So mm
because you'll probably be too busy making what mare can | pessibly

jour own music and messing around with the iin e 2. ijﬁ e

ones that already feature on it.

The menu system is probably the best —
feature because it's so simple to use. By high- PRODUCT DETAILS PRODUCT DETAILS

lighting your selected mod and clicking a fonduct: Maximum Mods Vol 1

~ button it will load the music. There's no P . 1 Product: _Aminet 10
having to find menus, locating open buttons, .pp -5 8 s i Supplier: GTI
and no confusing mod players. It's just a ‘click Price: E19.99 Price: : £14.95

and play if you like! Phone: (001) 519753 6120 Phone: +49 6171 85937

There are also many different types of
mads incuding jazz, soul, breakbeat, dance L1 2 D SRR o

and many more. If you're looking for a particu-

lar style of mod you'll find it here - you can be | Ease of use 92% Ease of use 9105
sure of it. Apart from the D-Capo CD there Implementation 90% - ImplEmen-ta.tian —
aten't many decent module CDs but, thankfu- i 10 o

Value For Money i Value For Money 84%

lly, now Maximum Mods is here we're hoping

y | Overall BB
ther= will be many more to come. 8

Overall B89%
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[(UN-LINE LIBRARY

Over that last six months, more and more peo-
ple have been connected to the Information
Super Highway or World Wide Web either to
send electronic messages to people from
around the world or to view pages of informa-
tion about millions of different subject areas

However, anyone who is connected will
realise it's not exactly free. Firstly there is the
expense of the actual computer itself, then a
modem, then sometimes a connection fee,
monthly charges, and finally the dreaded
telephone bill.

Now you can happily browse a section of
the Internet without a massive telephone bill
landing smugly on the doormat at the end of
the month.

The On-ine library CD contains many differ-
ent topics of information which you can view
via a 'Web browser', and for the Amiga you will
probably need AMosaic or the brand new
IBrowse. Now, the problem is this software.

Usually, when you are first connected to the
Internet, your server will automatically post
you the software needed to use it, and this
includes the browser. Consequently, unless

JORKBENCH

Workbench Add-on is also the first in a
series, but this time features hundreds of
Workbench hacks to make it quicker and far
more efficient.

Workbench is the main user base where
copying, running, viewing files has to be
done. If you use your Amiga you will need to
use workbench - it's a simple as that - and
if you use it as much as us here at Amiga
Computing then the programs on this CD are
absolutely essential, especially if you're not
connected to the Internet.

The CD is split into various directories for
music, utilities, emulators and more. You will
find most of them in a ready-to-run format
where you can test them out without the
annoying process of de-archiving them into
your destination.

There are programs for all Amiga users
including musicians, artists, programmers
and even gamesplayers. Unfortunately, not
all the programs are public domain. Most of
them are shareware and contain unregis-
tered versions so if you pay for them you will
receive a fully registered version.

This is always worth doing if you use the

(1 The maln menu for the
On-line Library certainly

lacks thought, especially in

the design area.

0 Here you are. The much
requested words for the
Danizh National Anthem.
Join us next month for
France's Eurovision entry

VoL 1

you're already connected you will have a tough
job getting your own browser as you can't real-
ly go out and buy one from the shops. It's just
not as easy as that. So if you are going to invest
in this CD you'll have to be
connected to the Internet.

The CD contains topics that
don't really appeal to me
such as classical music, the
words to every National
Anthem, the Bible in seven
different languages, and sec-
tions including economy,
humour, laws, maths, poetry,
politics and recipes.

Although all these subjects
may do a good job of advertising the Internet
to a certain spectre of the public, it doesn't
really give you an idea of what really is on the
Internet. If the CD included excerpts of the top

App-oN VoL 1
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program frequently because
™ it lets the programmer know
you use it, therefore they
may possibly develop some
additions or updates. Also as
a bonus, some of programs
on the CD have been
reduced to a special price.
There are many Internet
utilities available as well to
make your connection more
efficient and help you reduce
that dreaded phone bill by
making the access software

]
.
&

quicker.

Inside the booklet you get with the CD
there are various registration forms for
products such as Amiga E, AmiWin, DFA,
PowerPlayer, ShapeShifter and SuperView. All
you have to do is fill in the form and send it
away. You will then receive the latest version
as well as the all important key file.

A lot of effort has gone into this CD to
make it as simple as possible and while it
contains programs for the novice, there are
also many advanced programs to keep any

ten sites, including the Playboy site, humorou
tasteless, and sport sites and, at a pinch, t
daily newspaper, then that would probabl
give the public a realistic idea of whal
they'd find .

| can safely say that | have never ever ses
anything like these documents on the Inteme
and this is probably because | never look fg
anything like it. The Internet is all about you
own choice and you are given the chance 1
search anything you are interested in, be
naked women or your local football team.
CD defeats the entire object of the Interne
and restricts what you can see.

If you haven't got access to the Internet, {
On-line Library will present a nice positi
angle on the content of the Intermet. To sum
up - it's one to show your mother.

I |
line
PRODUCT DETAILS
; Dnlir_'ne_ Li_br;r',r '!J_nl_i

5u pplie-ﬁ' Amiga Library Services

price €199

Phone: (001) 602 491 D442
SCORES

_Ease of use 75%

Implementation

Value For Money
Overall

-Il-'i"h
Ba%
B1%

avid Amiga user happy. All in all, Workbench
Add-on contains some excellent programs
which will undoubtedly come in use. It
certainly a worthy purchase.

SOTTOMm
line

PRODUCT DETAILS

Product:  Workbench Add-on Vol |

Supplier: an

Pr'u:E_: ir. A s £24.95

Phone: +49 6171 85937
SCORES

Ease of use ~85%

| Implementation _
Value For Money
Overall

s
89%
90%




The Amiga's specialities often lie with its
graphical superiority - there are countless
television programmes associated with the
Amiga.

This CD boasts hundreds of 3p utilities
which will either get you started or help you if
you are an advanced 3D artist looking for
applications to make the process quicker and
far more efficient and user friendly. There are
demos of complete packages, objects, pictures
and more animations than you can shake a
stick at.

To view all the pictures you simply load up
i the AmigaGuide, click on the relevant sections,

and this will automatically start up the anima-
tion and image viewers, For beginners there
are demos of full packages such as Cinema
4D and PovRay so you can test them .

All the utilities can be found in the root

N
= one of many pictures on the 3D Graphics CD

[{1 LiceENnceEwaRre

F1 Licenceware is another compilation of
software, only this time it's not PD - it's
actually all commercial software. Each pro-
grammer will also receive royalties so the
software must be good if they are willing to
pay for it.

If you load up the included AmigaGuide
database you will be able to navigate the
CD in the easiest way possible by clicking
on the links.

These are split up into various categories
such as games, education, art and graphics,
not to mention a whole host of archived

Here's a well known picture created with LightWave

Z The Fi
Licencewars CD is
polished off with
an AmigaGuide
database whoraby
¥You can run ar
extract the liles

MAY 710
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directory of the CD and are categorised
alphabetically. They range from graphic
converters and viewers through to datatypes.
All of them will come in handy for helping
you design 3D graphics and therefore
shouldn't be missed by any 3D art fan.

Bottom

line

PRODUCT DETAILS

_Pru_r._']_l::ct: g, E':D-GF?_(
v e I SR Peelsy

_Pri;f: . 5. £21.99
Phone: 0181-985 3850

SNGe ohume. e

_Implementation 89%
Value For Money %

Owerall T

disks. The CD contains the collection of
titles from F1-01 to F1-100 which means
there is quite a bit of software.

The AmigaGuide database will help you
either run the software or extract it to disk
= around 80 per cent of the software will
fun straight from the CD. It contains pro-
grams such as Ultimate Quiz, Word Plus
Pro, Fortress and Blackboard v3, as well as
some Amos guides and supplements,

If you want a CD which is based around
games then it may be a good purchase.
However, the software was compiled from
November 1995 so if you want the latest
software it may be worthwhile checking
out Aminet 10, especially as it's almost £15

theaper.
Bottom

line

Probpucrt DETAILS

Product: F1 Licenceware
gupp.l.i.&r.‘ Active Software
Price:  £3299
Phone: S 01325 352260

Ml RN
_Implementation ___%
| Value For Money _T2%
Overall B4,
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Keep your letters coming in to Ezra Surf

and you could be a fifty pound prize winner

Jack To (WORKBENCH) 96

In Ben Vost's article "Workbench 967" he takes a very
detailed look at what the Amiga of the future should
provide. As a loyal user, | found this to be a fascinating
article, creating a virtual chain of what the next Amiga
should be, link by link. But | did notice some links left
unaddressed, most of them involving the future of the
hardware.

To start off, | thought the idea of putting Kickstart onto
a flash ROM was an excellent one. Modular VGA-type
graphics boards also made sense. Just about every idea
was well thought out and should be seen in future
Amigas. Spedifically, providing sound for all users was a
great idea, but one that needs pushing further.

The Amiga cannot move into the future having superb
graphics but continuing to allow 8-bit sound to be a weak
link. The modular idea for graphics cards should also
apply to sound cards.

Another hardware issue is the lack of standardisation.
The A1200's all-in-one design makes it restrictive to
certain types of expansion, such as_graphics or sound
cards. Keeping the physical design the same for all
Amigas will save third-party developers having to produce
several versions of the same product to be compatible
with the different designs.

Also standard on future Amigas must be storage
devices. High density floppy drives, large hard drives and
CD-ROMs are all a must. It is almost impossible to buy a
new computer (an IBM clone, at least) without a
CD-ROM drive and a massive hard drive. This would free
software developers to create their products without
concerning themselves with fitting all the information on
low density floppies. In turn, this would reduce the
disk-swapping involved in things like installation or
loading.

Being a student at the University of Cincinnati (a major
engineering university), | witness the immense use of the
Internet and the World Wide Web. Not only are they

entertaining, they are also very effective forms of commu-
nication. For example, my calculus professor posts our
class syllabus on his home page (I bet that’s riveting -
ed,). With my Amiga as it is now, it is a rather complex
process of program installations to be able to access this
information. In the future, Telnetting and Web browsing
functions should be integrated into the Workbench and,
in addition, each Amiga sold should have an internal
14.4k modem firming up the communications links of the
chain.

The PowerPC processor will be just one of the many
strong links in the chain of the Amiga, but in order to
maintain an edge over the upcoming Intel P6, the PPC
must be integrated into all the new Amigas to provide a
consistent base of blazing speed.

These changes in the aspects of the Amiga are i
mportant ones that | feel are crucial to the survival of the
Amiga. When compared with another computer the
Amiga must stand out to the average Joe and make him
see that they are getting more computer for their money.

If the Amiga is to be successful, it must provide a
strong base for both veteran and novice users, and with
these ideas, | see it doing just that.

Jeff Rampe, Brecksville, Ohio USA

It's funny how many different things people want from

their Amigas, and | wonder what exactly we will see
from the next generation of Amigas. Anyway, over to
Ben for his comment on your letter...

Putting all the Amigas in boxes with Zorro slots, what
a great idea and one that AT seem to be taking up. The
new A1200+ that everyone has been talking about will
be just that, a box with a separate keyboard with two
Zorro slots in it, opening up the world of RTG graphics
cards to everyone. As for the sound side of things, the
Amiga still isn't doing too badly. The sound from an
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those lette
coming! If yo
can't L
bothered to fing
a bit of paper and a stamp,
why not e-mail us? Simply
point your mailer to
ESP@acomp.demon.co.uk

There’s a £50 pound prize for

best letter printed as an incentive

Amiga still ranks quite highly considering the technok
ogy it is based upon is many, many years old
But, sure, it would be nice to see an improveme
there too and making the whole thing modular on
plug-in replacement basis is undoubtedly the best w
forward.

The only thing I'm worried about is all these extr
things people want to put in the base machine. How
much are you all willing to pay for an Amiga? Addi
CD-ROM drives, modems, networking and ‘massive
hard drives all costs additional cash. | believe evern
Amiga in the world should have a hard drive,
standard but | would rather see the Amiga continue
a cheap, but good quality, hobbyist's machine, rat
than ramping the cost up to or beyond PC or
levels

JUDGET WORR

I'm a bit worried about all this upgrading business. 58
years ago | got an A500 for Christmas which cost nearl
£500. It was state-of-the-art then, with thousands
good games. Being only nine-years old | couldn't affa
many games, and the only real expansion | bought wa
a 512k upgrade for £34 which let me play some of ¢
newer games. Great. Only £550 for a great compute
which played all the games.

Today, £400 buys you a five-year old computer which
requires extra hardware to play some of the news
games. Okay, so not many games need an accelerats
yet, but if people start upgrading for games, program:
mers will start programming for these machines, pe
haps needing 3 or 4 megs, etc. The whole Amiga mas
ket will lose its appeal as a home computer - imaging
buying an Amiga which was out of date when you
bought it! Pushing the price up by over £200 on top of
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Ben Vost's article on improving the Amiga was interesting,
but | disagree with him on where the efforts need to be
- mostly concentrated. Firstly, we must not turn the Amiga
 into fjust another Macintosh or PC'. | don't use the Amiga
 because it's almost a PC or Mac. | use it because it has
- unique qualities that the PC and Mac will never have in a
~ million years. In any case, only those qualities which will
- benefit the Amiga directly should be considered. Here's
- what | feel should be concentrated on for both current
- and future Amigas:

. High density 1.76Mb floppy drives should become
“standard on every Amiga including the A1200.
L All new Amigas should have the following video
# The standard Amiga video out for genlocks and
15kHz monitors
# A composite video out for connection to a TV or VCR
that is intelligent enough to display a blank screen
when a non-NTSC/PAL display mode is selected,
instead of just displaying a weird mess.
oA hardware flicker fixer port that can connect directly
io a VGA monitor which can display 15kHz modes on a
VGA monitor and pass through higher rated modes
- unfouched.
. 3. The new base A1200 should come with a 68030
~ 3t 50MHz and 4Mb of FastRAM as the new low-end
-~ standard.
- A Implement a new graphic chipset that can display hun-
~ dreds of graphics sprites even on a VGA monitor, and
' offers chunky as well as planar access for all screen
* modes. Also, add 3D algorithms, smooth VGA scrolling
- and full 24-bit color for screenmodes up to 640x480 in
~ the hardware. A 16.7 million color 320 x 200 fast chunky
.~ pixel mode with sprites would make for truly impressive
~ pames!
" 5. A full chipset upgrade should be made available as a
~ simple motherboard swap for any Amiga, for upgrading
~ the AS00, 600, 1200, 1500, 2000, 3000 or 4000 to the
new chipset. Motherboard swaps are quite popular with
the PC crowd these days, and for good reason. Imagine
simply popping out the motherboard in your old A500
~ and popping in a new motherboard with AGA+ graphics,
~ an IDE hard drive interface, a 68030-50 and 4Mb of
- FastRAM as standard!
6. Ditching the Amiga chipset is a bad idea. Instead bury
.~ itin the machine somewhere so it's always available on
.~ any Amiga, although another graphics chipset/card can
- be used in its place.

T TR TN R Twm W Tty W W W

- an already high price. The Amiga is turning into a PC
and if AT do bring out an A1200+ that has an ‘030 the
~ A1200 will need to be upgraded to be usable. | agree
. that expanding your Amiga will make it quicker and
- greater overall, but if it starts a trend then we will all
have to spend more money upgrading, trying to keep
- up with the new standards. This will make the Amiga
look more expensive, less like a home computer and
- more like a PC.

' Zenon Olenski, Timperley

| think you've got your dates a little wrong there,
Ienon. The Amiga 500 was state of the art way back
_when in 1988, not 1990, and cost £500 until about
 the middle of that year. But at that time, a half meg
- expansion would have set you back around £110, not
£34. But as for what you say about upgrading your

7. All future Amigas should come with a built-in LAN
connector.

8. Improve the serial connector with a much larger buffer
space and consider changing it to a nine-pin connector to
CONServe space.

9. Implement a stereo FM chip and a stereo 16-bit DAC
into the Amiga as well as a microphone connector with
an ADC and a line in with an audio mixer.

10. Add a 5CSI-2 connector as standard but ignore the
requests to ditch the IDE interface. Keep that for cheap
hard drives and CD-ROM devices.

11. | agree that adding in a built-in speaker would be a
good idea but why not have built-in stereo speakers with
a volume control on all new Amigas? Just make sure that
plugging in external speakers automatically deactivates
them. This might entail a switch to a mini phono plug for
audio out, a software-controllable switch, or an actual
hardware switch on the back of the machine.

12, Also, a WB4.0 better have some sort of built-in RTG
capabilities just like Ben said.

Let's hope Amiga Technologies hear our requests and
really revives the Amiga like it deserves to be. | can't wait
to get my hands on a PowerPC upgrade for my Amiga
1200. The future of the Amiga finally shines again.

Terry Miller, Bartiesville, Oklahoma USA

*sigh® Back to Ben again...
Right, let's go through your points one at a time...

1. Agreed, and already stated.

2. Agreed, particularly with respect to the screen
blanking for inappropriate modes.

3. How much do you want to pay for this machine
exactly?

4.1 do believe that there has to be a change in the way
the custom chipset is programmed so that it can deal
with chunky pixel programming at resolutions where
planar is inefficient, ie. anything over 64 colours in low
resolutions and over 32 colours in high resolutions.
But I'll refer you back to my answer for 3 when
you start talking about 24-bit screenmodes at any
resolution...

5. The reason motherboard upgrades are popular with
the PC crowd is because they are cheap, standard and
easy to fit. | don't know if you've ever tried removing a
_motherboard from an A500, an A1500 or an A3000T
like | have, but I can tell you it's no picnic. Besides

machine, | would have to say you are talking tosh.
The computer industry moves faster than a cheetah
with diarrhoea, and it won't stop just because you
don’t want to spend any money. Computing is like
any other hobby, it costs money to keep it going.
And don’t you want any games that push the Amiga
to the full?

Aren't you one of those people who want Doom
or Duke Nukem on your machine? Well, they won't
run unless your Amiga is fast enough and has
enough memory.

The fact of the matter is that the Amiga is only a
cheap machine initially, thereafter it is just like
any other computer. The major benefit is that you
don’t have to lash out all the cash at once, but
please don't expect to get the best from a base
level machine.
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which, having to make new motherboards for all these
machines will drive the cost up higher than that of
supplying a completely fresh machine. If AT standard-
ise their case style as the previous reader’s letter
suggested, then, perhaps, a motherboard upgrade can
be offered in the future

6. See 3,

7. See 3, but in principle | agree. Adding the software
to allow for networking is more important in my
opinion. People can always use the serial port for
a SLIP connection, they don't need a dedicated
ethernet port.

8. Agreed. Speeding it up would be a good move too.
9. Hang on, | thought FM sound was worse than the
Amiga’s. Isn't FM synthesis the sort of thing they do on
really cheap PC sound cards and consoles which is
only a waveform generator? As for the rest, see 3.

10. See 3. IDE devices aren’t that much cheaper
than SCSI so the saving for the end user wouldn't

compensate for the lack of standards.
11. How much room do you believe will be available
for shielded speakers in these new Amigas? I think
supplying one speaker gives people enough sound to
be going on with. The A3000T automatically switches
the internal speaker off if there is something connec-
ted to the audio connectors on the back of the
machine, so you don't need a switch.
12. It had better have an awful lot more than just RTG
compatibility.
JACKLASH
. And so it starts; the somewhat
;: i ’ unfortunate but perhaps wholly
predictable backlash against
~ Amiga Technologies. | suppose
we were all led such a merry dance
during the dreadful Commodore years
that we cannot control our in-built and painful cynicism
about the gurus (no pun intended) who are now
responsible for the welfare of our chosen machine.

It is, of course, all too easy to hunch over our com-
puter and complain bitterly about the mistreatment
being dealt out by AT, but could | beg everyone to
stand back, take a deep breath and for God's sake
CHILL OUT! It ain't that bad.

People were discontent that the Amiga had not been
on sale for over a year; there was concern that the new
buyer would just pinch the technology and be damned
with the home computer market; an upgrade was
needed urgently; dirt cheap prices were required; the
future path of the technology was in some doubt.

| think it's fair to say that Commodore were at fault
over the sale of the company. Typically, they were
unable to organise their own funeral effectively because
they were too busy trying to screw the biggest buck out
of some poor sucker. There's no doubt that the UK
management buyout was the most favourable option
from a user's perspective — better the devil you know
and all that — so when Escom pipped it at the last
moment the trepidation was palpable,

And yet, Escom/AT have shown a remarkable
commitment to the technology which has certainly
surprised me. Let us put ourselves in AT's shoes. Having
just spent in excess of $10 million on a product that
everyone thought was dead, what were they to do? AT

owned the Amiga, but at the time it comprised a few
bits and bobs of hardware scattered around the globe
with no guarantee that AT could get their hands on any
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of it anyway. So, with a logical — indeed, necessary -
eye on the Christmas market, AT resolved to put the
Amigas back in the shops in time for the Yuletide
celebrations. They were therefore starting from scratch
and, lo and behold, they did it. Even then, grumblings
were afoot about pricing, but given that production was
ramped up so fast | think we should count our
blessings, particularly as the blow was softened by an
excellent software bundle.

If the term cock-up can be levelled at AT, so far there
are really only two areas that spring to mind: incompat-
ible floppy disk drives and Scala MM300. The first is for-
givable as incompatibility arises only with certain games
and AT have made moves to sort out problem
machines - the onus is now on AT to ensure that fixes
are made quickly and efficiently (that is, after all, what
the promation of customer satisfaction is all about).

The second is a bit more thorny. There is no doubt
that Scala MM300 is a magnificent piece of software
and the option to bundle it couldn't be ignored, but AT
really should have foreseen the lack of memory prob-
lem with a standard A1200 and made it clear from the
outset that the program won't run in 2Mb of memory.
This is most definitely a customer service cock-up
worthy of Commodore, but even so, | don't believe it is
insurmountable.

Readers may remember that Scala HVT100 (the
bottom of the range version, for the uninitiated) was
given away on a coverdisk some time ago. | have used
it on my A1200 ever since as it represents one of the
most intuitive and user-friendly programs | have ever
seen. Okay, so it doesn't exactly stretch the AGA chipset
- in fact it doesn't use it at all - but it does emphasise
that the Amiga is the most friendly tool for this kind of
work. Most people who see my home videos gasp in
wonder at the professionalism of the titling, even
though | only choose from four fonts and work in a
maximum of 32 colours. If, therefore, Scala HVT and
MM300 were both bundled with A1200s then users
could get an immediate glimpse of the capabilities of
the machine. An exhortation to upgrade could also be
included - ‘If you think this is great, get an extra 2Mb
and let MM300 really change your life’ - you know the
sort of thing.

Maybe I'm just being naive, or maybe I've just owned
my machine too long, but | genuinely believe that the
Amiga has a strong future, both as a games machine
(where the main user base still is) and as a home
praductivity toal that is second to none for ease of use
and flexibility. So let's stop whining; instead let's enjoy
and be proud of what we've got and let us look forward
positively. Just wait for the PowerAmiga, it's gonna be
a killer.

Jamie Winter, Waterlooville

Finally, one | get to respond to. Your well-reasoned
argument has persuaded me to let you have the £50
prize for this month, not something | give lightly. |
think you are completely correct in your view of how
AT are doing. When you think that they have gone
from nothing to producing Amigas inside a year,
that's a pretty impressive feat in its own right.

But you are also correct in pinpointing the two
major failures. The Scala situation is pretty unforgiv-
able since | know that Paul Austin and Ben Vost
brought up the problem of memory and hard drive
space when Escom held their press conference in
May last year.

Originally, Scala was to be bundled with all
machines. Perhaps AT should install HVT100 as stan-
dard on all hard drive equipped A1200s, but leave
MM300 for A4000T owners who would be able to
make use of it immediately.

IMIGA COMPUTING FIRST AGAIN

His headline, not ours

| often buy a copy of Amiga Computing and more often
it seems you are first with news articles. | think the
other magazines try too hard to be first on the shelves
and then get a month behind with news and articles.
Several times | have read interesting items in AC before
the earlier released other magazines. When my
subscription to another magazine runs out soon | will
be subscribing to AC instead.

As a keen Amiga using astronomer | have been
interested to find more details about a program | heard
about on the World Astronomy Fidonet echo called
Digital Universe. Looking at all the astronomy maga-
zines, one would be forgiven for thinking that the
subject was only catered for by the PC, so a new and
apparently killer serious application for the Amiga is of
particular interest to me.

The Amiga has a great range of software but the
amount of scientific software is very limited and a
program like this can do much to improve the Amiga's
(rightful) image as a serious machine.

Another magazine with the initials AF had a sort of
astronomy article in their Christmas issue and a half
promise of a Digital Universe review in the January
issue, which never materialised. | was delighted to see
a copy of AC in my newsagent which had the first
review | have yet seen. The review was good and high-
lighted some of the improvements which could be
made to the program such as better image quality and
support for graphics cards (although the latter won't
affect me).

There were a couple of factual errors such as the
Cassini mission going to Jupiter instead of Saturn and
the odd mention of parallax in relation to Copernican
theory. By the way, the heliocentric idea was
first thought of by Aristarcus of Samos - an ancient
Greek.

| have already sent off to Canada for more info on
Digital Universe but was glad to see an independent
review beforehand. The review does not state whether

.IND FINALLY, BEGORRAH...

| feel | must congratulate your art department for its
marvellously inventive use of a pint of Guinness (spelt
with two ‘n's incidentally) to indicate that AC97
contained an article on Irish Amiga users.

But why stop at the pint o' porter? Ireland has a
wealth of stereotypical cultural images to choose from. |
realise that it may have been hard to get a decent
render of a leprechaun, but surely a few shamrocks
liberally doused around the front cover wouldn't have
been that difficult, begorrah!

Otherwise, thanks for a well-balanced and informa-
tive magazine, now thankfully devoid of those irrelevant
little electronic symbaols. However, | still feel that the
next time | write an article on the British Amiga scene |
would be honour-bound to include a piccie of a football
yob with his Union Jack-waist-coated bulldog attacking
a roast beef and yorkshire pudding-eating, bowler-
hatted, gentleman outside Big Ben as is so often the
scene in your capital city, n'est-ce pas?

Pat Jackman, Danagh, Wexford, Eire

To be sure, you're right, so you are. “Twas a terrible
thing to do, but our art editor is a desperate man, so
he is, so | hope you'll be forgiving us. What a Kerry
man thing to do, eh? Actually, the cover image we
were trying to get would have been the DigitalWinter
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the program can be obtained in the UK or whether yol
have to order from Canada, though giving the price |
UK pounds was very useful. It is a pity DU comes on i
disks and there is not a CD version as yet. The riw
Distant Suns and upgrade First Light will be availak
for the Amiga on CD according to the distributos
Chaocity.
Despite praising AC, | do have one gripe. News a
articles are good and usually first. However, there is
glaring (and quite insulting to an astronomer) error @
the contents page. There is no way that Digital Universs
is an ASTROLOGY program. Astrology is fortune telli
superstition which has absolutely nothing to do wi
the real and far more fascinating science of astrono
William Eaves, Th

| don't know why we don't just rename this colum
‘Ben Vost replies’ for all the words | am getting i
edgeways...

| believe, Mr Eaves, that if you are still getting t
aforementioned magazine, you will find the
you looked for of Digital Universe in the Mare
issue. | have been talking to Dan Charrois, t
programmer of Digital Universe (that he created t
whole program and documentation on his own is
testament to his perseverance and worthy of 2
award of some sort in its own right), and he tells
that much of what | suggested will be implement
in the next version of DU, incduding more colo
images and a CD-ROM delivery system. As far as
am aware, DU is still only available directly fre
him, but he does reply very swiftly so it will probabl
only take you a little longer to receive your co
than if you had ordered it in the UK. '

As for the errors in the review, mea culpa, | got
wrong. But the astrology/astronomy cock-up on th
contents page can be put down to a philistine
neither knows nor cares about the difference in #
two subjects. “It's all to do with stars isn't it?”
his reply.

shot used in the article, the one by Tony Patrickson
However, when the crunch came, the powers that
wanted something a little more obvious and com
mercial, in order to attract occasional readers (
are interested in drinking presumably), so it wa
used.

As for your article, when are you going to send
to us? Seriously, we welcome any contributions b
our readers. If your writing is any good, then we wil
probably end up using you on a regular basis. If yo
want to send us a sample of your writing, you caf
write a piece of about a 1000 words on any Amig
related topic. It can be a review, a tutorial or a fea
ture about local Amiga use. It doesn‘t matter if yc
review is of an old product, it's your writing we
to look at. Send your articles on an Amiga-fo
disk as ASCIl text and include a printed versic
along with any pictures you would want to .use i
the piece (either as screenshots saved as IFF or th
original photos). The address to send your submis
sions to is:

New writers

Amiga Computing

Adlington Park

Macclesfield, SK10 aNP

England
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ClJEGINNER BASsICS

., Please help out an Amiga beginner
_/ with Workbench. Some of these
questions are probably stupid but |
_ 1 have worked through the manual,
plus two Bruce Smith books, without
finding the answers and I'm getting desper-
ate. | have a plain A1200 with an external
drive and a Cannon BJ 10sx, and | have no
hard drive.
1. | am customising my WB 3 disk, and
although | can drag the goodies in from the
Extras disk, | am unsure of the destination
drawer. For instance, | have put the Init
Printer in Prefs and double-click it every time
| boot the machine. There must be a way to
run Init Printer automatically on boot up?
Also, where should the other items in the
Tools drawer be placed on the WB3 disk - is
there some rule that | have missed?
2. My printer setup works on readme and
doc files, but every so often | get a ‘Cannot
open your tool much maore’,
3. What are these libraries and where do
they live on the WB3 disk? | have seen that
PD libraries offer disks containing extra
libraries — do | need them?
4. When | access the Tools menu the only
item is WB Setup. Where are the user-startup
and startup-sequence that | am supposed to
use?
5. Why do | get ‘checksum error on block
1703 when | try to copy my working copy of
WB3? All my blank disks cannot be faulty,
perhaps this is a protection problem?
6. New programs seems to need more than
2Mb. How much do you recommend | add
to keep ahead of the trend?
Dorene Cox, Fssex

1. I hope you are using copies of
your original Workbench disks
because if you destroy one of
them it is a real nuisance try-
"ing to get hold of replacement
copies. When coping programs
across to your Workbench disk it does not
matter where you place them. It is gener-
ally expected that you would put them in
either the Tools or Utility drawer, and if it
gets to the stage where you have quite a
few programs cluttering these drawers you
might want to consider creating further
sub-directories and move the appropriate
programs into these. ;

If you want a program to run automati-
cally from Workbench 2 you can drag it
into the WBStartup draw. Each time
Workbench starts all the programs in this
drawer are executed, saving you the trou-
ble of having to run them all yourself.
There are a couple of things | would query
about what you are doing. Firstly | do not
think it is necessary to run the Init Printer
program because when you turn on your
machine or your machine resets it sends
the same message to your printer.

The other thing | must say is why copy
these programs off the other Workbench
disks? You have a second drive so why not
just insert the disks in there and run them
off their original disks?

\.

' Toolmanager lets you
easily add menus, docks,
icons and hot keys to your
Workbench programs
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Helping you to sleep easier at night,
ACAS will soothe all your troubles away

2. Either | am the one getting a little
confused or you are confusing the things
you are doing. Normally you only get the
‘cannot open your tool blardy blar' when
you double-click on a file’s icon that is not
setup correctly for your computer. This has
nothing to do with how your printer is
setup, and is to do with how Workbench
tries to run programs and the tools
specified by icons.

In the case of MuchMore, this is a tool
used to read text files. If you click on the
icon and select Information from the
Workbench menu, you pop up the icon
information requester. In the default tool
gadget there will be the text MuchMore. If
you edit this to just read More or
MultiView and press save, when you dou-
ble-click the icon you will be able to view
the file using the program More.

This sort of thing is a constant pain for
Amiga users. Because there are so many
different text readers around you invari-
ably end up with the ‘cannot open your
tool blardy blar’ requester. There are a
couple of ways around this. You can either
use a tool alias program that allows you to
substitute programs such as MuchMore for
another program you have, or you can use

Rt [

E

service

Toolmanger - it was part of our beginner
coverdisks on our January issue - whic
allows you to place an Applcon on t
Workbench that you can drop files into.
you do this with Multiview you will b
able to view text, sound, graphics a
even animation files of any Datatype yc
have installed.

3. Another source of constant probles
for beginners and experienced users a
the Amiga’s libraries. In fact, the Amiga's
entire operating system, called Kicksta
is made up of shared run time librarie
which contain program routines th
allow programmers to open window
screens and do other jiggery pockery. They
are called shared because many progra
can use them at once, and they are
time as they are only loaded into memo
when necessary.

Amiga libraries can exist both on you
Amiga’s ROM and on disks, and allow ne
or updated libraries to be added at a late
date. Normally, as in the case of you
Workbench disk, they are stored in t
Libs drawer on the root of youl
Workbench disk.

You can find this by selecting Show a
files from the Workbench window menu
Generally if you get a program that need:
extra libraries other than the standa
Amiga libraries, they will be supplied with
the program archive or on the same disk
The only exceptions to this are the M
libraries as they are too big.

In day to day use the only really vi
third-party library that you should have is
called ReqTools. This has been around fo
a long time and as such is used by a fait
few programs, but again it is fairly small
about 40k - and is normally supplied with
any program that uses it.

4. | take it you are talking about th
Workbench tools menu, in which case
there is only meant to be the one entry.
There are programs out there that allow
you to add your own programs to th
tools menu - Toolmanager being one b
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unfortunately, as standard there is no way
to add things to this menu in Workbench
- another over sight by Commodore.

The startup-sequence and user-startup
scripts are found in the S directory hidden
on your Workbench disk. You should not
change you startup-sequence and do not
have to touch the user-startup except to
remove entries. To modify these files you
need to run a text editor, and the simplest
way is to open a shell and type Ed s:user-
startup. This will then load the standard
text editor with the user-startup file.

5. | would think this means you have an
ermor on your WB3 disk and not the disks
you are copying to. If you are going to be
constantly copying to one disk then it is
Inevitable you will get some sort of disk
error. The only way to fix this is to get
hold of a file recovery program. One of the
best is Disksalv - version 2 is shareware
and is available from any decent PD house
= or the more up-to-date version 3 is a
commercial product but does provide
more comprehensive tools.

Another disk tool worth getting hold of
is Reor. As you are constantly copying,
deleting and moving files on your disks,

 the free room on the disk gets split up

into small sections and can make disk
access very slow. Reorg reorganises your
disks so all your programs are stored in
the most efficient manner.

6. Not only should you consider the
amount of RAM you have, but also storage
space and processor speed.

The most commonly used programs
such as Wordworth and Final Writer now
need several megabytes of space along
with the normal Workbench files, libraries
and devices. This all adds to you needing
a fair bit of storage space, the only real
answer being a hard drive.

When it comes to RAM, you can never
teally have enough. You do not actually
say what you plan to use your Amiga for,
but if it is for word processing then adding

- another 2Mb will be enough. The thing is,

accelerators are so cheap nowadays that
itis worth considering getting one instead

of a plain RAM board, and as most appli-.

eations are aimed at the base A1200, any
speed increase is always very noticeable.

BELUCTANT RENO

, Following your review of the Reno CD drive | rushed to
/' purchase one. Having eventually connected the CD-

/" rom drive to my A1200, after some problems receiv-
ing the correct gender changer, | placed the instal-
lation disc in DFO, only for the icon to appear as
DF0:777. On closer reading of the directions | see that
one has to be running Windows in order to operate

the CD-ROM drive.

| was under the impression that Workbench, as
the operating system of the Amiga, made having
Windows unnecessary. Do | now have to pur-
chase Windows or is there a way of operating
the CD-ROM drive from Workbench?
Indeed, is Windows compatible with the
Amiga 12007 If it is necessary to have
Windows, | would have thought that
you would have made this clear in
your article.

M Fleming, Surrey

: i\/ You seem to
i have got your
( wires cros-
/ * sed a little
here. To solve
your main problem
you need to get hold
of, but should have
received with the
Reno drive, the AmiCD-
Handler software. This is
because wunless you have
Workbench 3.1 you do not automatically
have the software that will make your Amiga
recognise the CD drive. This software provides the file
system that will allow your Amiga to read any CD drive
connected via a SCSI interface.

Once you have got hold of the AmiCDHandler software
you need to install it. This is much easier than it may sound because you install the software using a standard
installer script. All you have to know is the name of your SCSI device - if you are using a Squirrel this is squirrelsc-
si.device - and the SCSI Id number of the Reno drive - this can be set on the Reno drive itself. Once this is done
you can run the device driver and the wonderful world of CD awaits you.

I think | should clear up a little confusion you are having about Windows. | would guess the disk that came with
the Reno drive was a HD PC disk that the A1200 cannot read which is why the DF0:722? icon appears. Windows is
the operating system written by Microsoft, and it comes in a number of flavours - the most commonly used being
Windows 95 for PC IBM compatible computers - and you are right in thinking Workbench makes needing
Windows unnecessary, and also that Windows is unavailable for the Amiga. If Windows 95 was available for the
Amiga you would need an A1200 with 16Mb RAM, an 040 processor and a 1/2 Gb hard drive, and even then it
would not do anything more than Workbench already does.

7V Small, portable and perfectly formed. The
Renc drive makes a good choice for a CD drive

[dD concERNs

| have recently decided to join the CD-ROM
= | revolution and would like a few questions

As far as | know the Amitek board will
work fine with 4Mb of RAM, in as

14Mhz version. Data is still supplied and taken from
the FPU at 14MHz so a faster FPU is standing idle

.

_J.f’ answered. much as any of the RAM expansions  much of the time.
k) The unit | am considering is the Power / . work fine, as long as only 4Mb of RAM To get the CD to work with the GVP interface you
Computing quad-speed CD-ROM, if | can afford is used. Normally, if plain RAM expan-  will not only need the correct connection but also

it. | currently have an A1200 with a 120Mb hard drive,
4Mb Amitek Hawk FastRAM expansion with no FPU and
two external floppy drives. | would like to know if the
drive will work with this setup and if the later addition
of a 33MHz FPU would have any effect on the system.

Additionally, | also have access to an A1500 running
Kickstart 3.1.

This machine has a GVP HC8 hard drive/RAM board
with an external SCSI connector. Would it be possible to
use the CD drive with this machine if a suitable cable
tould be obtained.

Mark Henderson, West Midlands

sions, not accelerators, have more than 4Mb the PC
slot is made redundant as the RAM expansion uses
the same address space as the PC slot, so the
processor cannot access the PC slot.

This does not effect accelerator boards as they use
their own address space which allows them to
access much more memory than a standard A1200 -
up to 128Mb.

Adding a FPU should also have no effect on the €D
drive, but you do not need such a fast FPU because
using a 33MHz chip on a standard A1200 will only
give you a slight speed increase over using a 20 or

Amica COMPUTING
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the correct software. If the machine has the full
Workbench 3.1 software then there is a CD DOS dri-
ver supplied with it. To adjust this for use with the
GVP board you need to drag it from the storage
drawer over to the Devs DOS drivers drawer. Pop up
the information requester and change the Unit entry
to the SCSI 1D of the CD drive, and change the device
driver name to that of the GVP device drive - this will
probably be something like gvpscsi.device. Once
everything is connected up you can double-click the
DOS driver icon and the CD drive should be
available.
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Do you have a problem? Do you
sometimes find yourself poised
over your Amiga with axe in
hand, spouting profanity at the
stubborn refusal of your software
or hardware to behave properly?
Well, calm down and swap the
axe for pen and paper, jot down
your problems, along with a
description of your Amiga setup,
and send it off to Amiga
Computing Advice Service, IDG
Media, Media House, Adlington
Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP,
Alternatively, e-mail us at
ACAS@acomp.demon.co.uk

IMPLE
SAMPLE

| have a stock A1200 and am look-

ing to buy a 16-bit sound sampler

¢ that has high quality recording with

a minimum of hiss. | would be will-

ing to upgrade the A1200's processor

and RAM if the sampler requited it, any
suggestions?

Ben Finowski, Ohio USA

I If you wanted 8-bit sampling

> then there would be no prob-

~ lem as both the Technosound

/s , Turbo and Mega-Lo-5ound

samplers provide good 8-bit

sampling. Unfortunately, 16-bit samplers
are only available for big box Amigas.

The best solution currently available for
the A1200 is the Aura sampler made by
HiSoft. This gives your A1200 the ability to
sample and replay stereo 12-bit samples,
the software that comes with it lets you
manipulate 8,12 and 16-bit quality sam-
ples, and OctaMED vé supports it so you
get an extra sound channel to play about
with. i

You say you have a plain A1200, but if
you are going to be playing around with
12/16-bit samples a hard drive is going to
be essential, and extra memory would be a
great help as both these are going to allow
you to sample at higher rates and longer
lengths of time. If you do not know, the
higher the sample rate in KHz the better
the quality, but the more memory space
they consume.

Having a hard drive will also allow you
to sample direct to disk, so essentially let-
ting you sample very long periods of
sound.

When doing this the speed of your
processor and hard drive will dictate the
top quality you can sample.

subject

A
LioF

" The PowerPC
chip promises to
revolutionise and
refuvenate the
Amiga

[JowEer up

| have an A1200 with a 120Mb hard drive and two simple questions. When do you think ¢
PowerPC boards will be available for the A1200 in the United States and what will they cod
in cold, hard US dollars? | will appreciate as much information as you can give me on thi

Secondly, talking of money, can you list the price of things in American dollars as well &

price range is from DM1000 up to DM2000, which translates roughly to £450-£900 ¢
$675-51350. Obviously, things are still at an early stage and the final specifications and
pricing could, and probably will, change.
Along with the board | would expect you will get PowerPC software support. As &
PowerPC processor will be able to run Emulated 680x0 code faster than your A12(
some sort of emulator will come with it. Along with this you will also get CyberGraphx 3
which is going to give the Amiga proper RTG support along with a set of new 3D libraries.
Personally, | cannot see why we could not print the prices in US dollars, but | will have

to see what our production staff have to say.

Applcon - introduced with Workbench 2, an
Applcon is an interface to @ program, or an
Application’s foon. When you run g proghom i con
place @ new icon an the Warkbend in fo wiich you
L ] d"u"llrj fites that will then be lnoclesd Sf.l'.'_r.\g.".'.' il
the progrom

Datatypes - o systern standard thof allows any pro
gram that supports them fo lood ony insfalled
Datatype [fe. S0 a program thal supports picture
Datalypes con lood ILBM, GIF, Jpeg and any other
picture Dofatype you have instolled

Rom - Read Only Memory, refers to part of the
computer’s memary that con only be read from and
not wrilten fo, compared fo RAM that con be bath
writen and read from

| Roof - direcionies ave smid fo be ordered in o free
| Fashion, with direcfories existing n other diredors
| and 5o an. The |’|,l||'.l of thit free & colled the roof

UK pounds, or betts
yet why not print
UK wvs USA curren
equivalency table as
matter of course if
every issue?
Something like tha
sure would help u
on this side of th
pond,
Christopher Mohs
Californig

The original releasg|
from Phase 5 states
that PowerPC boards
will be available mid
1996.

These will be
available in a nu
ber of configura
tions, initially from
‘low-end” 100MHz
MCP603e up td
150MHz MCP&04
boards. There a
_ also plans to deve
. op high-end systems
* that will be packing
J0O0OMHz: MCP620
and will include 64-
bit wide memory
and bus systems
with an optional PQ
bridge. The initial

Jargon

direciory. So RAM: i the root of the RAM directony
Archive - an archwe refers fo a nurmber of fles that
hove In be coflected info ane file which s then nor
mally compressed. This makes tronsmifting many
Wes a lol sasher

Device Driver - o speoal plece of code thot lels the
aperatng system occess new devices ond filesys-
terms, such as PC/Moc/Zip disks

FastRAM - so colled FostRAM on the Amiga is
memary thal connol be occessed by the cusfom
chip. Because of thes the processor has unrestricied
access and program can be run faster from Tast’
RAM than from ‘chip” RAM, as there 5 no access
conflicts with the custom chips

PC shof - also known as the PCMCIA siol, this 5 o
interface standard mainly used on portable
machines

FPU - Flooting Pownd Linit, o specolsed chip or pot
of o chip thet &5 dedicoted fo calowlofing Floafing
Pounf eguotrons. Aoating paint numbers allow com
puters lo sfore wery karge and very small numberg
wihich they could not do easilfy othenaise

PO = Public Domon software & referred fo os PO
Any software thof 5 entirely m the public domoen
can be copied and used by anyone, but there ane
normally restriction imposed by the writer of the
software

HD - when connected wiath Roppy disks it means
high density. These disks con store fwace the amodni
of dato than o normal DO or double density disk
but you need @ HD disk drive to read them

KHz - refers fo how many imes o second o sampie
showld be token. 5o o 16-bi 40KHMz somple will foke
40000 1a-bit samples & secand
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| A1200 RAM CARD WITH 2.5” HARDDRIVES SYQUEST DRIVES

| CLOCK & FPU SOCKET FOR A600, A1200 & SX1

j . EZ135 DRIVE £199

(oMB £45 SOMB EZ135 CARTS £13.00

1 1MB.. £59 30MB £35

(2MB_- __£89 40MB £45 CD-ROMS

javB 2 60MB £55 FOR A600 & A1200

18MB £199 | | somB -

: 120MB £89 | |2SPEED CD-ROM £155
SIMMS FOR A4000 ,VIPER,| | 1770MP £85 4SPEED CD-ROM  £245
APPOLLO & MANY OTHER| | : - RENO £159

CARDS 240MB £105 | | EXTERNAL SCSI CD-ROM
340MB/ £145 | | WITH FREE SQUIRREL
520MB £199

Ilzpm SIMMS 10ME CD-ROMS

L COMPLETE WITH FOR A4000 & A2000
i SOFTWARE, CABLES &

BB INSTRUCTIONS E CD-ROM & TANDEM
= 2SPEED £89
3.5” IDE HARD DRIVES | |4SPEED £109
- FOR A1200 A4000 ,CSI CD-ROM & OKTAGON

N SIS 2SPEED £199
IMB 850MB £159 | |4SPEED £299
Eqpm s 1.6GIG £239 EXTERNAL SCSI HARD

e 2GIG £299 DRIVES
COMPLETE WITH
ACCELERATORS FOR SOFTWARE CABLES & 540MB £199
A600, A1200 &A4000 INSTRUCTIONS 1GIG £299
2GIG £550
A600 £109 FOR
A1200 MICE & TRACKBALL _ | | adgo &mzuu ADD £39
| VIPER 28 MHz £119 k ' FOR

| VIPER 50MHz £199 | |290 MICE £7.99 | | A4000 & A2000 ADD £79

|APOLLO 28MHz  £109 |

MAPOLLO 50MHz  £199 | [OPTICAL £29,95 FLOPPY
APOLLO 040 30MHz £399 | | TRACKBALL £29.95 FOR ALL AMIGA

1APOLLO 040 40MHz £499 | | MOUSE MAT £4.00

A4000 1MB EXTERNAL £39

| Blizzard 2060 £699 MONITORS 1.76 EXTERNAL £79

' FOR ALL AMGIA A500 INT £33

FPU A600 INT £33
MATHS-CO PRO MICROVITEK 1438 £255 | [A1200 INT £33
_ SAMSUNG 15’ £319
: RAM FOR A500,
gg?“jz 224 SAMSUNG 17 £529 A500 PLUS & A600
50MHz £89
WORKS WITH RAM CARD MBroR A O
AND ACCELERATORS '

1:'2MB FOR A500 £14.00

GASTEINER

£ 18-22 STERLING WAY, NORTH CIRCULAR ROAD,

EDMONTON N18 2YZ

DELIVERY CHARGES

ALL PRICES INCLUDE V2

\T, SMALL CONSUMABLES AND SOFTWARE

ITEMS UNDER THE VALUE OF £59 PLEASE ADD £3 50 PAPOTHER
ITEMS EXCEPT LASERS, NEXT DAY COURIER SERVICE £10 PER

BOX. OFFSHORE AND HIGHLANDS, PLEASE CALL FOR A
QUOTATION. IN ADDITION WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING EXPRESS

SERVICES: SATURDAY DELIVERY NORMAL RATE PLUS £15 PER
BOX, MORNING, NEXT DAY NORMAL RATE PLLIS £10 PER BOX,

E&OE PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE.

ALL TRADEMARKS ACKNOWLEDGED.



Nothing ever happens in
Cricklewood. But as Dave Cusick

can testify, the Amiga PD world  #

is rather more interesting

hen | finally managed to drag myself away from guiding Rad Belgrade to
their third consecutive Yugoslavian domestic double in the latest version
of the superb Sensible Soccer and got around to doing some proper
- work, the usual mixed bag of PD gubbins awaited. This month's selections
include some decent games, an example of how Promoware definitely should not
be written, and plenty of utilities with which to enhance your Workbench...

Jow To Tie DYE

Produced by: Peter Aston
Available from: Roberta Smith DTP

impressed me, in fact, that for a moment |
even toyed with the idea of having a stab at
it myself, until the realisation dawned that
I'm completely pathetic at that sort of thing.
Still, if you're not, then How To Tie Dye is
strongly recommended. It comes on two
disks and requires at least Workbench 2.

It might not seem to be the most interesting
subject on which to base a CanDo presenta-
tion but, in actual fact, How To Tie Dye is a
readable, informative and absorbing disk.
Mare and more tie-dyed clothes are in
evidence these days, and if you fancy having
a crack at producing your own, this is an
ideal place to start.

The main menu offers information on how
to get started, the various techniques which
can be employed to produce different
colourful effects, and the decisions you'll
need to make along the way. As well as
simple text (overlaid, of course, on suitably
garish backdrops) there are black-and-white
digitised pictures and diagrams, some of
which can be clicked on to bring up more
facts and advice. How To Tie Dye so

[JHANTOM

Programmed by: Andrew Lunn
Available from: OnLine PD

Scarcely a month goes by without at least
one updated version of a golden oldie
tumbling gently through the Public Sector
postbox. This time, it's the turn of that
arcade gem Defender to make a welcome
reappearance. 7

Just in case you've never encountered
Defender (admittedly a rather unlikely
scenario), the aim is to protect a planet
from alien invaders who seek to steal pre-
cious canisters of, erm, something or
other. Basically, the idea is to shoot the
beasties into lots of tiny pieces.

Yes, high speed blasting action is the
order of the day, and it's as tough and
unforgiving as can be. Simply hurtling
through each level blasting frantically
won't get you very far, although you'll
have to take extra care when carefully
' combing the planetscape because Phantom doesn't feature the scanner that many such games
do. Decent enough graphics and some nice atmospheric music are the icing on the cake.
Phantom's a worthy purchase, although since it's shareware you really should send the author a
fiver as a registration fee,

n1 m
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'rflfw BEE Tecling paricyia
it want 1o re~ iy &
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i adventurous o aesthoe Soll
yed Rern to @ive more Jaers:
g aiTactive when certain

sploure ark o = [or sxarn e

lerel a plece aFWhile materal wa: 1 ) 1

" They certainly
don't make games
like they used to

& Produce your own
top fabric designs..

\.,- .

(...and hapefully you'll do a
better job than that ‘Ren’ in
Neighbours

- L ) L

LIKE YOU

| want to hearfigm yol if you-have: any
program, whatéer 1S putpose, which you
consider worthy of review. Whether it will
be freely distribitable public |
shareware orhegh®Wa e,

of sutficient qualiyto ment cove

shick it in aujifiy.Deg b1 Padded envelopr
and send it japyWBIFh astae Althb ugh
Public Sector (eo@ves doo mamestbmis-
sions to cover et #il | "pedfise 111 at
least look at yoOr Worke~ evemafoit's yel

another Lottery Program or KIGDEKE card
set: It does Make my job@ lobeasier
though if disks"8me gleafly labelled. Pleas:
also include a coMenléRter @etailing th
disk contentsgand prce, Bndegmang somm:
basic instructBhs SThemagic Jdifess i

Drave Cusick

PO s I0NS
Amipa Computing
Media House
Adlmgton Park
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Programmed by: Various
Available from: OnLine PD

This is another interesting collection of utilities.
First up, AddPower, is yet another do-it-all
tommodity. Many of the features found in
MultiCX, MCP, YAK and all the others are here
100, a5 well as some novel ideas like automatic
tentering of workbench windows and minor
menu enhancements. It also manages Assigns,
CLl Aliases, and so on. It's all nicely done,
dlthough to be honest you'll only ever need
one of these programs and I'm personally
still an MCP fan. If the author lan Einman
tontinues to develop AddPower, though, that
situation could change.

. MAssociate is a handy program for assigning
loons to files. Selecting ‘Show All Files' then
dragging one or more files onto the Associate
Applcon will create icons based on the file
‘1ype, so, for instance, all picture files could
have the same icon and all sound samples
‘anather. If the program can't recognise a file
type, a requester pops up and asks you to
select an icon.

| Then there's Autostart, which acts effectively
like a more powerful version of Workbench
“3.0's WBStartup drawer. Warkbench tools,
shell commands and scripts, and ARexx scripts
ean all be started. It's also slightly more versa-

n Surveymem can be set up to suit your needs using the handy preferences program

tile than WBStartup because pressing the

Friebaes 0= ao—Sd e e 0 F

mouse button allows you to skip the loading of
certain programs. With a pleasant interface and
some excellent documentation, Autostart is
definitely worth a look.

Surveymem is — hurrah! - another memory
monitar program. Still, it's a very good one
which runs as a commodity, has a highly con-
figurable display, and can be popped onto the
frontmast public screen at any time. It also has
a groovy graphical memory display.

Trashlcon dumps a trash can on the
Workbench screen, and all files dragged onto
this Applcon are deleted. It also rather usefully
updates the Workbench window so you can
see what's been wiped.

Of course, nothing’s perfect: there's a nicely
presented screenblanker, Multiblank, which
includes all the usual screen savers (starfields,
flying toasters, etc), but seems worryingly
unstable for a terminate and stay resident
program.

And there is also Colors, which might be
marvellous but | haven't the foggiest what it
does because the documentation was totally
garbled and the program crashed my system.
But apart from these two slight disappoint-
ments, this is an excellent collection of
Workbench utilities.

Configuring Multiblank to use the good old Filying Toasters screen saver

[JHA FiLes Vor 1

Programmed by: Various
Available from: Roberta Smith DTP

Disk No: AC0343

"} Useful utilities are waiting to be decompressed on this disk

An Amiga Club International compilation disk consisting of carefully
selected Lha archives and their accompanying ReadMe files, this disk
attempts to provide a handy workbench utility for everyone.

There's Iconimage and Iconinstaller which, unsurprisingly, allow
you to do fancy things with icons. Both have nice drag and drop
interfaces and are capable of changing icon images without altering
the tooltypes, amongst other handy features. MUI-loin is a file split-
ting and rejoining program making use of Stefan Stuntz’s Magic User
Interface. RAMicon allows you to install a nice icon for the RAM Disk,
instead of the dull standard floppy disk icon. ReKeylt allows you to
redefine the keyboard shortcuts for Workbench menu functions.

XToolbox creates a little window containing pull-down menus
which can include all sorts of programs — a little like Toolmanager,
plus a rather attractive 3D interface but minus a friendly configuration
program and the more fancy features. Still, it remains probably the
maost useful archive on the disk.

As ever, there are a couple of little workbench memory monitor
programs — useful to programmers, but surely there are enough of
these around by now. There are also 05 3.0 datatypes for Windows
Icons, and Macpaint, PCX and .BMP picture files, as well as a proces-
sor preferences program, and some odd inclusions such as the
occasional Swedish or Italian catalog file. Varied then, but scarcely
indispensable.

mAUNTED BY YOU

The latest version of the wonderful Master Control Program, complete
with numerous bug fixes and little enhancements, is now available.
There are separate 68000 and 68020 versions of the all-singing,
all-dancing commodity and an the updated preferences pragram uses
MUI, giving it an attractive interface which makes configuring MCP to
your tastes a swift and simple task. MCP v1.10 is freeware, and is
available from OnLine PD.

{1 My favourite do-it-all commaodity, MCP, constantly
improving and now at version 1.10

MAY 1996




[dircus

Programmed by: Graham Mackarel
Available from: Underground PD

A variation on another classic game of yesteryear, namely Breakout. Here,
instead of using a ball to demolish a wall, you use clowns hopping on a
seesaw to pop passing balloons.

The game is controlled by mouse and there is a definite knack to making
the flying clown land at just the right point on the seesaw to launch the other
clown as high as possible into the air.

There are also bonus objects which appear when certain balloons are burst
and can be collected to give your clowns special abilities. These include
Umbrellas which earn you an extra life and lots of points, Diddy Balloons
which allow you to control the flying clown’s position with the mouse, and
Wings, with which the flying clown can gain extra height.

There's a second game on the disk called Drip, by a bloke called Art Skiles,
which bears something of a similarity to Pacman. The objective is to travel
around a screenful of pipes, rusting the pipes as you go. Along the way,
various enemies will be in pursuit, ranging from ice cubes to electric coils. If
they get too close, you can 'drip’ yourself down the screen to another pipe.

With 15 levels to negotiate (none of them very easy), Drip presents a long-
term challenge. It's been knocking around the Public Domain for some time
but as one of two simple but addictive games on this disk, it should provide
plenty of entertainment.

[JLrimATUM

Programmed by: Stuart Matthews
Available from: Underground PD

Classy presentation, atmospheric music, and
some flashy introduction screens set the scene
beautifully for this futunstic 3D shoot-"em-up.

The year is 2030 and crime levels are at an
all-time high. A new breed of criminals, the
Transgressors, increasingly control every aspect
of city life. The law enforcement agencies have
poured all their resources into ending the vio-
lence but until now, they've struggled to con-
tain it. Now they've come up with a new
weapon in the fight against crime: the
Vindicators.

You play one such Vindicator, Rick Murphy,
whose family has just been wiped out in a
cunning strike by the Transgressors. In an effort
to gain revenge you have challenged the
Transgressor gang members to a series of one-
on-one tank duels in special combat arenas.

Ultimatum is an enjoyable blaster, with
plenty to challenge even hardened gamers. It's
not perfect; there’s some irritating disk swap-
ping during loading, although thankfully the
game is hard drive installable, and whilst the
graphics are colourful, they are functional
rather than spectacular. The frame rate isn't
stunningly impressive either which can, at
times, make keeping track of your enemy’s
position rather awkward. Still, 3D games fre-
quently suffer graphically due to their complex-
ity, and since Ultimatum was written in AMOS
3D, a lot of these problems aren't really the
author's fault. Besides, the most important
aspect of any game is the playability and in
that respect Ultimatum fares well, making it
definitely worth a look. It requires at least an
A1200 to run, and is shareware, with the regis-
tration fee being fifteen Australian or ten US
dollars.

i 50
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{) Owing a large debt to games like Breakout, Circus packs plenty of playability

Hcour v2.3

7 Utimatum: a shooty game, with tanks and stuff

i1 Die mister Transgressor. Painfully

Programmed by: Andreas Gelhausen
Available from: OnLine PD

i1 The rather tasty MUI interface of the
highly informative Scoul

Scout allows you to monitor what's going of
inside your Amiga. It can display lists of task§
resident commands, assigns, ports and s
on. You can also mess around quite a bif
freezing tasks or removing interrupts fi
instance.

The program uses MUl and it's extreme
user-friendly as a result. All the information §
displayed in neat little windows and oper:
tions can be performed at the click of a bus
ton. However, if you're not an MUI fan, virtu
ally all of Scout's features can be ac¢esse4
via the shell, |

Scout also has an ARexx port with ag
impressive range of commands supported by
the program. Apparently, it's even possible ig
use Scout as a TCP/IP service through
AmITCP v4.0 so that your machine is avail
able to other machines in a network.

Whilst the information Scout can providé
you with isn't necessarily going to be increds
bly exciting, it should be extremely useful t
programmers, and control freaks will appre
ciate the numerous options available,



In a bizarre Promoware move equalled only
by a rather tragic McDonalds tie-in that's
been doing the rounds, Pepsi Cola now
features in an Amiga PD game.

Pepsi All Over The World is, in a word,
pants. The thing is, it's so laughably poor
that it's worth a look.

| might be missing something here
because my command of German is not
what it used to be, but the game seems to
tonsist of five little subgames set in differ-
ent countries dotted around the world. In a
stunning example of racial stereotyping,
each place has its own wacky activity.

In Ireland your task is to collect fish as
they swim downstream. In Egypt you must
guide a robed chappy across a river in
tassic frogger style to a Pepsi Can machine
on the far bank, and in Alaska (not a coun-
try in fact, but there you go...) you must
help catch oil dripping from burst pipelines.
Quite what any of these weird gamelets
have to do with Pepsi Cola is something of
a mystery, although the intro screens are
plastered with logos and curious caffeine
lovers can at least find out how Pepsi is
written in Japanese.

The graphics are alright, | suppose, but
that doesn't alter the fact that what we have
here are five simplistic and hopelessly inad-
equate examples of what can be achieved
by determined people lacking the faintest
gimmer of imagination or programming
talent. Hysterical.

'depsi ALL OvER THE WoRLD

Programmed by: An anonymous German bloke
Available from: Roberta Smith DTP

Disk No: G498

[JosweLL DEmo AGA

Programmed by: NFA

Available from: OnLine PD

Aliens have been visiting our planet for -

years. It's true — for years the American gov-
emment have kept hidden numerous close
encounters of the third kind. In fact, they
may even have conducted top secret discus-
sions with alien races. If we're to believe
tertain people, that is,

The problem with believing such conspir-
acy theories is that they all seem so far
fetched, and they are extremely hard to
prove. It must be said that the footage of
the Roswell incident, which has received
much publicity recently and featured in a
Channel Four programme last year, has not
helped things at all.

Now widely regarded as not being the
work of some imaginative con artist, the
famous scenes of short, pot-bellied
humanoids being studied by curious men in
lab coats are laughed at by many. If you've
never seen any of the film, or you're just
keen to get your hands on your very own
twenty seconds of fuzzy black and white
‘computerised footage, then it might be

worth getting hold of the Roswell demo.

However, there's a distinct watch it once
then consign it to the diskbox type feel
about this, so don't expect anything
stunning,

Roswell;
L} convincing, isn't it?
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Flexible interface allows for

quick access to individual i |
countries via continental
maps, country lists, capital
lists or the general index.

Each country is suppo . e
maps depicting regional g
cities, rivers and lakes, and n

All maps in HAM-8 High Resol

... | represented graphically
L1407 oot gan)d ?mﬁumlwa to the UK.
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Please send me a copy of the World Atlas priced ot £29.99 (incl. P&P).
| enclose a cheque for £29.99 made payable to WISE DOME LTD.

&1 surcharge for overseas orders. Please allow 14 days for delivery.
' Wisedome Lid, Fiat 20 Breezer's Court, 20 The Highway, bunr.hn‘ E1 9BE



t's good to talk, and the Internet

is perfect proof of that. The

Internet started off as a military

project to create a network that

tould withstand a nuclear attack, but the

reason it grew into such a world wide phe-

nomena is the people using it. The engi-

neers who originally set up the military part

found they could chat and send messages

to each other, and slowly, as more computer

networks join this fledgling Internet, more

. people gained access and so more people
started communicating with each other.

Fr-urn this the variaus 'services’ that allow

erent access m‘&elﬁtﬂnet appeared.

L _L[‘“ @'E'-'t cq to other peg- Before you can install AmiTCP for your

e spread discussions . S bt
t ernet rovider you will need to use a
_dnd deb Id;réa? time chat, FTP for._ l.‘ e Eﬂ "

Smaking files ly available and, masF ok ﬁa
,.,t e, ".l'ludd Wide Web allqr.—_ *"&"ﬂ?‘
g“a rnuqh more media rich o % '

J'. 0 to explore.
“* Until the surfer pack

tearsv its head the

only well sup- o

ported way any %

Amiga owner. |

- can get onto

ot lmu@
NTERNET JARGON

using AmiTCP. From everything | have heard
and the number of letters we get through
the post, there are many people out there
having a lot of problems installing and using
AmITCP. So | have decided to take my life in
my hands and install AmiTCP from scratch,
in the possibly vain hope that someone else
might gain some help from seeing what |
did to get it up and running.

«
» S -

A real problem with the Internet is the amount of connected. This is mt#n nim ' asfally, - - .« LY
jargon it throws up. So before you even think of refers to the. Internet pr rygu aré uging: w oa & L
installing AmiTCP there are a number of very impor- acomp.demon.cowk & the ctmplut&ldlru; Foygee ™ ., .
tant terms you need to understand that will relate to machine and is &alled the host name. Quring installa- =, = -~ -
some very important pieces of information you will tion the AmiTCP i asks you fo ' -
have, or should get, from you Internet provider. name, net mﬁhdu; the.domdin part. ot N
The best way to explain is to take a look at what undérstaod the above you can seg.it is a:lnng . :
the Amiga Computing account looks like. If you * - y8ur sgmputer's node name,umcth our case, is
want to e-mail us our main e-mail address¥s , aebmip. - , ol Vi ’ a
editacomp.demon.co.uk. This can be splif mtq_il © I addrest is the nummi!'al version of a machine’s
number of parts, each of whichas given a pame: =« hostgrame. This is made up of four B+bit numbers * ’
w4« Separated by dots. Amiga Computing's IP dddress is . . ' e i )
sizig ) PGS v > '.':SSB.!H.HJI.MG. and whef you use .0 SOOI T s and all the ofhePitamEl ’

demon.co.uk domain name g
host name .

mail box alias

acomp.demon.co.uk®this gets translated by your
Internet provider to 158.152.104,200 instead
However, as people generally remember names bet-

to your r|1dch|ne
Default gateway is where all the Intm

acomp.demon.co.uk
edit

acomp is the actual name of our compdlier in the AC

offices. The edit.: part befere tl‘ Aaclmp is irrele-
vant at this stdge and is only an alias that allows
mail to be diregted to different mail boxes. As you
may have noticed, there-are also ESP apd ACAS mail
boxes that have the same host nome of
acomp.demon.co.uk, buf their mail.is directed to
their different maijl boxes 'on our office Amiga.
demon.co.uk refersgo the adMliniswation domain
of the network toswhich y'ul.!r'hust computer is

ter than numbers, host names are a hugatt frl!ndi.}'
alternative to IP address numbers. % * &
When installing AmiTCP you will need to know at
least two IP address, which are given to you by your
Internet provider. The first is your own computer’s IP

number which uniquely identifies you from every.
other computer connected to the Internet, so if

someone sends you an e-mail it knows where to go.
The other IP address you need is that of your Internet
provider's server, the computer you connect to that

you create is sent, and this machine then, m » %
sends it whizzing off to the correct déstingtion. ™ =

Usually this will be the same as your default server's
IP address, as it is the same machine. Your Internet
provider will supply you with this information.

Name servers are the machines that will redirect
your Internet net traffic to the correct destination
Having named servers allows you to use the ‘named
version of IP addresses. The named server is used to
work out what IP address should be used for any-
thing you send out. -
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The first brick wall | ran straight into when |
first installed AmiTCP was that there is no pro-
vided way to actually dial up your Internet
provider. Typically, when you first use AmiTCP
you have to use a comms package such as
Term or NComm to log onto your account,
and then start AmiTCP. The problem here is
that you then normally have to quit the
comms package, and unless you have set up
your modem not to drop the carrier it will
i link down — nat very helpful

To get around this you either have to use
one of the many ARexx dialler scripts - a little
overwhelming to set up for my liking - or on
this month’s coverdisk there is a tiny tool
called Dialer. This consists of the dialer.device
which should be copied into your DEVS dra-
wer, and a text file called dialer0.config that
needs to be edited to suit your own needs.
‘You will need to add the correct Baud rate for
phone number, and your login name and
password. The protocol you will be using will
be SLIP, and then you save the file to
ENVARC. You should install dialler before
instafling AmiTCP as you will need to choose

the dialer.device part way through installing
AmiTCP.

[JaiL AND NEWS

This is where things start to become a
little more trickier. The Internet started
off being run on Unix machines, and
the vast number of Internet providers
use Unix machines which are very
powerful and configurable but are
incredibly complex. Unfortunately, a
lot of the software for the Amiga has
simply been ported over from Unix
machines which means you have to
create a lot of the files and directories
found on Unix machines before you

can use these programs.

To receive mail you need to install
a SMTPd service to AmiTCP. This
stands for Simple Mail Transfer Protocol and was initially used for transferring files from o
Unix box to another remote one. It is, however, perfect for mail and news purposes.

People just using the standard AmiTCP installer need to add a few things to mak
using mail and newsgroup programs much simpler. Firstly, you need to create a numbe
of new directories in your AmiTCP drawer. Create a drawer called usr and in this drawe
create four more drawers called mail, news, libs and spool. These will be used to stor

[y MetaTool is a straight forward Mime
compatible mailer, well worth considering

related files. Next you need to edit the Startnet script found in the AmiTCP:Bin drawer. To
this you need to add the following lines, but you could, alternatively, add them to yo

user-startup:

[[JEMON USERS

SEARCH ENGINES

http://www.lycos.com - an excellent search engine that prowides you with
lots of contral over the search

hittp://www.webcrawler.com — one of the early search engines that is still
very useful

hitp://www.yahoo.com — provides the best way to quickly reach popular sites
http://www.altavista.digital.com - Digital has decided it wants a search
engine and here it is

Demon is one of the largest Internet
providers in the UK and provide support, if
limited, for Amiga users. This comes in two
forms -when you first join they give you a
single install disk that will set up AmigaNOS
50 you can FTP, e-mail and use newsgroups.
Unfortunately, as AmigaNOS is not supported
by anyone else you are stuck with these orig-
inal programs and you really do need to
upgrade to AmiTCP. Unofficially, Demon

provide an AmiTCP installer that gives ya
major advantages over the original AmiTd
installer. Even though the installer is aime
specifically for Demon users, | would advis
anyone who is on the Internet, or is strug
gling to get AmiTCP to work properly but ca
ftp, to get this installer.

You need to FTP to ftp.demon.co.uk a
go into the /pub/amiga/installer/tcp direds
ory and get the AmiTCP4_DIS95_v3.l

IINSTALLING AMITCP

This is where the fun begins. If you understand what
the various parts of your host name are and you have
your computer and your Internet provider's IP address,
actually installing AmiTCP should mot be a problem.
With all this information at hand, double-click the
AmiTCP installer icon and away you go. | am assuming
you are a home user connecting over your phone line
using a modem with the normal Amiga serial port to
your Internet provider.

For comparison the Amiga Computing details are as
follows: g

user name edit

node name acomp

domain name demon.co.uk

host name acomp.demon.co.uk
IF address 158.152.101.200
Demon IP address  158.152.1.65

You need to create an AmIiTCP drawer, usually on the
root of you Work directory, where all the AmiTCP files
can live,

update the Sana Il devices
install the new fonts, if you want

enler your user name — acomp
login name, anything you want — acomp

proceed past user and group id numbers
enter proper name, anything you want - Amiga
Computing

select root directory, why not the AmiTCP drawer
click proceed on shell

add your user, enter password - just hit retumn to leave
this blank

(I am assuming you do not have a dynamic connection
so select no)

enter the host name of your computer not including the
domain name.

(Our host name is acomp.demon.co.uk, AmiTCP only
wants your computers node name so for us this is
‘acomp’)

enter domain part of your address - ours is
‘demon.co.uk’

enter alias, this allows shorter versions when fingering
acomp =

acomp.demon.co.uk

select slip/cslip
select rhslip

enter slip IP address - this is your computer’s IP
address, ours is 158.152.101.200

MAY
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enter default gateway IP address - for us demon
158.152.1.65
skip netmask - not necessary

double check IP addresses

select slip device

(if you have copied the dialer.device select this from th
list, otherwise select the serial device)

pick unit 0

choose modem speed - for a fast machine this is up
57600, otherwise use 19200 or 38400. If you ha
problems when connecting you may have to reduce 4
amount,

choose Maximum Transfer Unit (MTU) - your Inte
provider should tell you this otherwise stick with f
default value of 1006

select hardware handshaking

double check slip configuration

now you would normally re-enter default gateway
address then enter the IP address of any other name
servers that you could connect to, your Internet provid
will tell you

enter domain names to search - ours are demon.co,
co.uk, and uk

don't bother starting AmiTCP



assign >NIL: INet: AniTCP:
E assign »NIL: wsr: MmiTCPiusr

L assign *NIL: uvumail: wsrimail

; assign »NIL: wulib: wsr:lib

! assign *MIL: wespool: usr:spool

; assign >NIL: uunews: USFINEWS

3 aszign >NIL: efe: AmiTCP:db

]

)

t

] seteny USER edit (mainm mail name)
seteny NODENARE acomp {your Node name)

seteny HOSTNARE
seteny HOST
seteny DOMAINRANE
setenv REALNARE
setenv NEWSSERVER

acomp.demon.co.uk
acomp.demon.co.uk
Jdemon, co.uk
kmiga Computing
news.demon.co.uk

(ysur Host name)
(your Host name)
(you Domain name)
(your namel

(your mail serwer)

e

e g

Next you need to get hold of the AmiTCPsmtpd.Iha file from Aminet. Once you
have unpacked it, copy the rMail into the AmiTCP bin drawer, and copy the file
\insmtpd to the serv drawer. You now need to add this line anywhere in the
AmiTCP:db/inetd.conf file.
|

| satp strean

tep nowait root amitcpiserv/in.satpd

This will then allow AmITCP to access this new service, so allowing you to receive
new e-mails that will then be placed in the correct mail box in the uumail: directory,
You then need to create a file called config in the AmiTCP:usr/lib drawer. You

archive. For Demon users the installation will
set everything up perfectly so you will be
gble to use e-mail and newsgroups along
with all the other normal services.
Mon-Demon users will have to alter a
number of files to make sure everything is
st up correctly. Unfortunately, there is not
enough room to specify exactly what you
have to change, but you should use a
text editor to check the entries in the

following files:

tant variable

this anyway

er IP address to your own

select add to user-startup

AmiTCP:bin/startnet — sets up lots of impor-

AmiTCP:bin/link - change mail server
address, remove the db/linkmacro line, do

AmITCP:db,/resolv.conf - change name serv-

AmITCP:usr/lib/config - change default and

should, of course, replace the entries with your own relevant data.

UserName edit

RealName Amiga Computing

NodeName acomp

HostName acomp.demon.co.uk

DomainName demon.co.uk

Organization amigacomp

TimeZone GMT

DefaultNode gate demon.co.uk (change to your default server)
NNTPServer news.demon.co.uk (change to your news server)
RMail amitcp:bin/rmail

Once these files have been setup you will be able to receive e-mails and news
from newsgroups. You should be able to use most mail programs straight off as
many use these directories and variables as standard. Metatool would be a good
starting choice.

The big advantage for Demon users, or if you decide to use the Demon installer, is
that all these files are already set up for you, therefore saving you an awful lot of
time. Also, the installer program is far more straightforward and uses plain English to
describe what information you are meant to enter next. All in all it took me two
days to get AmiTCP up and running, after which | could safely use AmFTP, AmIR
C and iBrowse. It then took a further day to work out why Newsgroups were not
working.

news servers to your own

The advantage of using the Demon
installer is that it sets up e-mail retrieval and
sending that you will otherwise have to do
by hand, and this is easier said than
done. Included with the Demon installer is a
very nice mail kicker that handles e-mail
and does not seem to be available any
where else.

select start iNetd
reboot

Now, theoretically, if you open a shell and type
Startnet, AmiTCP will startup, dial your Internet
provider, and you should then be on-line. If you have
made any mistakes during installation this is where
they will show up.

If the dial script fails to connect you to the"Internet
provider then check it is dialling the correct number.
If it is connecting and then failing, check you have
entered the correct baud rate for your modem - it
could be too fast — or perhaps you have entered the
wrong login name or password.

If you manage to successfully connect to your
Internet provider, the only main reason for things not
working at this stage is that you may have entered
the wrong IP address of either your own machine,
the default server address, or possibly of the
other named servers. You should carefully check the
Aminet:bin/Startnet file, and also the Aminet:
db/resolv.conf file.

The easiest way to check if everything is working
torrectly is to use the Ping and Finger commands.
These allow you to find out a number of things. Ping
i5 used to show you how fast a connection you have

-

to another site, while if you Finger another person
you can find out more about them - just like in real
life. You Ping sites and Finger users, so you could try-
“ing pinging src.doc.ic.ac.uk and fingering
wizards@doc.ic.ac.uk to see if you are connected -
no response is a bad sign.

Once everything is up and running the first thing
you want to do is get yourself a decent FTP client
program. The shell based one that comes with
AmITCP is called ncftp and is very good as far as any
shell program can be, but if you have a GUI you
want to use GUI programs.

Currently, in my opinion, the best FTP program is
AmFTP, and to get this you will need to ftp to one of
the Aminet sites. For UK users, sre.doc.ic.ac.uk is the
best site to go for, and US users should try ftp.net-
net.net. To ftp open a shell type the following:

ncftp

open -8 sre.doc.ic.ac,uk

cd aninet/comm/tep

get AnFTPI53.Lha ram:AnFTP.Lha
get AmIRCI0.Lha ram:AmIRC.Lha

It you do not have MUI, you will find it on this
month's coverdisk, and you will need to get this as
well:

AmicA CoMPUTING
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td aminet/dev/qui
get muillusr.lha <destination files

exit

Once you have all of these you can type StopNet to
link down. Extract the archives and install AmFTP and
AmIRC to your AmIiTCP directory, or wherever you
wish. You will also need to install MUI at this point as
well, if you do not have it already. If you have
ToolManager you may want to create a new AmiTCP
dock, with StartNet, StopNet, AmFTP and AmIRC set
up to run from it. This will remove the need for you
to use the shell quite so much.

If you now want to get hold of a Web browser, link
back up and start AmFTP. In AmFTP, add a new ftp
server called Omnipresence and use this address,
ftp.omnipresence.com, and you can add the directory
/pub/amiga/ibrowse. Once you are connected you
should download the latest version of the iBrowse
demo. Extract this archive and drag the drawer into
your AmiTCP drawer.

You can now start Web browsing straight away
by double-clicking on the iBrowse icon. You
now have working FTP, IRC and Web browsing
programs.




"B SURFING

Currently, the part of the Internet that has
the highest profile is the World Wide Web.
As it is the most recent addition to the
Internet it has taken advantage of faster
network connections and more powerful
computers by having @ much more media
rich environment, allowing Web pages to
be splattered with graphics and text.
Introduced back in 1990 by CERN scien-
tists who wanted a better way to share
information between themselves, the num-
ber of Web sites out there has exploded,
with now literally millions and millions of
pages covering every aspect of human
behaviour for you to look at.

The Web works by using a special lan-
guage that is used to ‘describe’ how a
Web page should look. Your Web browser
regds this description and does its best to
produce the page. This language is called
HTML, or Hyper Text Markup Language.
When this was first invented by the people
at CERN it was very basic, allowing simple
textual links between poges and basic
positioning of images on these pages.

HTML is now in its third revision, with
many of the new commands being intro-
duced by the now very rich NetScape peo-
ple. More recent versions of the language
allow better text and graphic formatting,
and all manner of gadgets can be added
to pages allowing users to interact with

LIMiGA sITES

Web pages. The latest version of HTML
allows complex tables to be defined, giving
Web designers even greater flexibility in how
their pages should appear. The latest addi-
tion to HTML are frames which allow you to
add mini Web pages that act like menus to
the main Web page display, giving the user
short cuts to the various parts of your Web
site. Unfortunately, no Amiga Web browser
supports frames but they are not too far
behind.

Currently available for Amiga Web brows-
ing is AMosaic and the much superior
iBrowse. Both are available via anonymous
FTP from ftp.omnipresence.com in the
pub/amiga directory. iBrowse is planned to
be a commercial browser and only demo
versions of it are available for you to use -
these will normally stop working after 30
days of use. This will then leave you with
only AMaosaic to play with, which is a great
deal slower and is not as stable in use.
LOOKING GOOD
Things are looking up on the Amiga Web
Browser side of things as, currently, | know of
10 projects. Along with AMosaic, iBrowse and
Mind Walker all of which are MUI-based
browsers, there is AWeb, Hyperion, Juggler,
Step 4, Web Link, ALynx and P'Jami. The last
is the most interesting of the lot as it is
actually part of a larger project involved with

http://www.amiga.de - home of Amiga Technologies, first place to get any new news
http://www.cucug.org/amiga.html — home of the Web directory. The place to find new Amiga links
http://www.omnipresence.com/amiga/ - the original Amiga home page, home of iBrowse and AMosaic
http://www.bangor.ac.uk/~eeu013/walker.html - want to see the new Amiga, find out all about it here
http://www.idg.co.uk/amigacomp/ - it's our home page, due to a bug in iBrowse 4a you need to turn off the internal image decoder
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port 5un Systems Java object-orientel
programming language for the Amiga.
The biggest problem with the Web is

» ing to find pages that are of interest to yo

This is where search engines come in whig
are sites where catalogues of almost eva
Web site are held. Through forms you cal
search for keywords, such as Amiga. After
short wait the search engine will create g
set of new Web pages with lists of releva
or not so relevant, links. Generally, you hopé
to find a link to someone’s home page

is dedicated to whatever subject you we
looking for.

One of the best general interest sites
Yahoo which gathers and maintains o large
collection of the most recent and up-to-daté
sites, organised info relevant sections. 5o if
you want to find o site about the comed
show Friends you go to the
Entertainment/TV section. From there yol
can either search the entire TV section or go
through the shows, comedies, friends links
and you will find a very large list of Friends
links, many of which seem to sport lots of
Courteney Cox pictures.

The Web is a great place to find out all
sorts of information, and as the contents af
the World Wide Web is just a refiection al
the type of people who place home pages
on it, you are bound to find something a
interest.

AMIGA

WEB DIRECIORY

Welcame to the new look online version of Amigs Compunng 5 oSED S o Sl P OED Gk s sidw

As can tell, we are 4 -nwmmtpng
t‘l.pl;l.l'mhl.lll 'I‘hmnthrw een wchi thanks to
the tables comunand in {md,m artantly, the fact
&n:’.hrnwt gapparts it) and | think mekes the layour look mach

LMIE!MIMIMI

r:u Dn l lI'lE The Champaign-Urbana

Commodore Users Group

This site t5 enhanced for throwse. [f you are havimg .
ﬂuﬁ;h“nhﬂlﬂhlﬁ-

" Currently king of Amiga Web browsers, iBrowse can
even give NetScape a run for its money speed wise
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il At best AMosaic is usable, it does the job but the lack of any updates
has left AMosaic seemingly stuck in the development quagmire
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The quickest way of getting hold of files on the Internet is through FTP which stands for File
Transfer Protocol and allows you to access remote computers as if they were a drive on your
own computer using what is known as a FTP client.

When you connect to FTP sites most of them will require that you login — normally you will
be doing what is known as anonymously FTP'ing. This requires that you login with the name
‘anonymous’ — and if you forget how to spell anonymous many places will also accept ftp -
then for your password you enter your e-mail address. Luckily, many of the new FTP clients
can do this logging on process for you automatically which makes linking up to a FTP site
that much faster - AmFTP and ncftp included.

It is more than likely that the first FTP program you use is a Shell-based one that comes
with AmiTCP, called ncftp. As far as Shell ftp programs go it is very good, but you will quickly
want to get hold of a GUl-based program, Currently, AmFTP is probably the best available
one for the Amiga, but you will need MUI to use it. A good none MUI alternative is GUI-FTP
which uses normal Amiga gadgets.

One of the major uses of an FTP dient for the Amiga user is to access Aminet sites. Aminet
was set up a good number of years ago, being run on an A3000, and was quickly transferred
to a University site. The main site is now run from Wuarchive in America, and holds a
ridiculously large amount of Amiga-related tools, utilities, pictures, modules, reviews and
magazines. Current Internet goers may have noticed recently that Wuarchive has actually not
being working properly because they had a major hard drive crash and lost a lot of files.
However, Aminet is now up and running correctly.

AJOR AMINET SITES

sredocicacuk
ftp.netnet.net
wuarchive.wustl.edu
ftp.germany.aminet.org
ftp.uni-paderbomn.de
ftp.livewire.com.au

AmFTP & AmIRC support site

wadel.ab.umd.edu

= The best
place

lo get the
latest Amiga
programs is
Aminal

Sirw of e e
Currend trarafe speed:

i As long as you have MUI running, you can bathe in the delights of using AmFTP

IIRCinG

IRC is a very buoyant part of the Intemet because it allows people to
talk to each other ‘live’, as it were, no matter where they are. As with
FTP, to use IRC you need an IRC client, and from this you link to your
particular IRC server. Once on you can choose to join one of the
thousands of different chat groups that are known as channels.

Before you can get on IRC you have to give yourself a unique nick-
name that everyone on the channel can refer to you by. It does not
particularly matter what it is, but if you join a channel regularly you will
start to recognise other regular users through their own nick names.

All the chat channels on IRC start with # and the standard Amiga
channel is, surprise surprise, #Amiga. All IRC commands start with / so
to join the Amiga channel you type /join #Amiga. Once you have
joined, if you want to say anything just type away and every time you
hit return everyone can read what you have just said.

On IRC you are not just restricted to plain old public chat, you can
talk direct to other IRCers either using the /msg <nick name> com-
mand, or can even use DCC chat if you want a more secure direct link.
It is also possible to send files between people using DCC send, but if
the recipient is on the other side of the world do not expect the
transter to be too speedy.

A constant pain for IRCers are net splits, and when one happens
certain users seem to ‘disappear’ from the cumrent channel. Depending
where you are in relation to the net split, only a couple of people may
be lost from the channel or virtually everyone can appear to go. Net
splits are just a side effect of how the Intemet is put together and
some days can be worse than others - you just have to put up with
them. AmIRC is good because it can tell you which people have been
lost to a net split, so if you were talking to someone at least you know
why they have just left.

There is little IRC etiquette needed, but generally it is more a matter
of common sense, like not going onto the Amiga channel and continu-
ously saying how great PCs are and how rubbish Amigas are because
you will simply get kicked off by one of the rhannel ops. Channel ops
are users with more privileges than normal which allows them to kick
people off the current channel and even put a p2rmanent ban on
them

Another use for IRC is that you can create new channels whenever
you like by joining a non-existent channel. This allows specially organ-
ised conferences to be arranged, or you could just create one to have
a private chat with someone else.

Amica COMPUTING
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THE “LITTLE GEM” DESKTOP MICRO
AUDIO MIXER AND E.Q. UNIT

Due to the success of the N |
“Little Gem”, we are now able \ \ ‘ I
to offer the unit at an amazing Price /

£49.95 — 11985

— £49.95
(£20.00 off launch price!)

THEY SAID IT!
“The Little Gem is just the thing to bring your Amiga’s sound out of ils sheill’.
- 83% — CU Amiga.

“This 1s an essential piece of kit. Buy it now!”

“If you're serious about using your Amiga for making music, then you MUST
have one of these. Simple as that”.— Raven (MED User Group).
“The guality of the Gillett Mixer is self-avident”.

“The Gillett Mixer is an extremely useful addition to the equipment
armoury of an audio buff”. — 83% — Amiga User International.
“Feed your sounds through the "Liftle Gem” micro mixer to make
a higher quality end recording”. — 80% — Amiga Shopper.
“If you're a serious tracker or IFF sample user, the
Littte Gem is something you certainly shouldn't
overlook. It's a cheap, effective way of
improving the sound input and output of
| your machine”. — 84% — Future Music.
| “You place the Little Gem into
your signal line and bingo,
you instantly get much
improved signal level and
tone control.”

“Equally important, the
Little Gem has very low
noise levels (in fact it's as
good as some mixers cosling
ten times the price).” -
Rating 9/10 - Amiga Computing.
“For those users looking for a
convenient way of enhancing their existing
sounds, this box of tricks could be just the
job." — Sound on Sound Magazine.

2 Channel In / 2 Channel Out
Independent volume / gain control for each channel
Battery or mains operation — takes no power from your computer

Process sounds prior to sampling — then process again on playback!

Acts as a sound processor to seriously enhance the sound

Hi and Lo E.Q. (equalisation) to +/- 12db to increase/decrease the bass and treble content of the sound

Pan Controls for stereo positioning of each channel — no longer have to suffer from hard right and left stereo panning
Dimension only 140 x 75 x 50mm — COMPATIBLE WITH ALL MODELS OF AMIGA, PCs MACs and ATARIs

/ £ 4 9 = 9 5 \\ Avaiiabie only from the developer and manufacturer:
including 'UAT.O [:.raecri;:gaisngﬂﬂlii: :rl;::lass postage. G I L L E TT M U LTI M E D I A L

| £4 Europe / £6 Rest of World. 10 Saint Audrey’s Way, Ely, Cambridge CB6 1DF
iy Cheques andlor postal orders only. G Tel: (01353) 669203. Fax: (01353) 663371




he "lite" phenomenon has hit the
SoftWood camp. Not to be out
done by Digita, SoftWood have
seen fit to release a cut-down ver-
sion of their top selling page publisher, Final
-~ Writer 4. The Amiga has always been sold as a
_ complete low-cost computer system, and as
such there are many people who have
- Amigas but do not have the funds to expand
the machine past the basic specification.

Due to the competition between Final
Writer and Wordworth, both programs have
seen many new features added, so the
resources needed to run them has grown
slong with the programs. This has reached
the point where a basic A1200 is not enough,
50 a cut-down version of the original program
is a superb idea because owners of unex-
panded A1200s can still use these excellent

programs.

IMPORTANT FEATURES
Final Writer fite is basically the same as the
original program, but with the most important
features remaining. This is not as bad as it
may sound because virtually all the original
features make it into the lite version intact.
You get all the recent changes to Final Writer
4's interface, including the addition of the
tick tabs that allowed all the menus to be
reorganised into a much clearer order, with all
the preference options being moved into their
own specific requesters. The click tabs are
o used in the main window to allow you to
guickly jump between different pages
and document sections, making document
navigation much quicker.

The omissions that have been made
are kept to a minimum. The first two, and
probably the ones you would expect, are the
grammar checker and all the ARexx functions.
Leaving out the grammar checker is not much
of a surprise as it is very large - over a
megabyte — and the ARexx port is probably
used by only a small percentage of users, so
no great loss there.

Type and spell has gone, even though the
“normal Collins dictionary and thesaurus
- remain untouched. It is also impossible now

to import EP5 images. The postscript library
.~ used to handle the EPS images was large, and
displaying EPS images is quite processor
intensive so this is understandable. If you
have EPS images this is quite a disadvantage
& there are not too many programs that will
allow you to convert an EPS to an IFF image,
which is the only format Final Writer will
import. i

One thing you do lose that is not part of

the program as such is all the extra fonts and

same functions on every one.

tan enter co-ordinates directly.

[drAPHIC OBIECTS

- Anything in Final Writer that is not text is treated as a graphic
object. One thing that makes Final Writer so easy to use is that
- whatever type of object you are manipulating, you always use the

Once an object has been created you can move, resize, rotate,
cut, copy, paste and add text flow to any graphic object. The outline
to these objects can be changed, and for precise positioning you

LI

[Famtastic

Usually not too keen to
have his vital parts

removed, Neil Mohr

sees If Final Writer lite
has suffered at all
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clipart you get with the full version of
Final Writer. This will limit you to the supplied
three fonts, even though you can use any
Compugraphic or Postscript fonts you have
yourself.

Out of all the omissions | would find the
loss of the group function the most annoying.
If you want to create any diagrams in Final
Writer this is used a lot to collect objects
together to allow you to treat them as a single
image. It makes it quite easy to quickly knock
up complex diagrams that you can then resize
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abilities ars very impressive
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and place in your documents. The loss of the
group function also means that if you import
a Final Writer document that has grouped
objects, the lite version will simply treat it as a
single graphic abject, so you will be unable to
modify this except for being able to resize it.

For the money you are paying, Final Writer
lite is superb value. The features that have
been removed are not essential — practically
speaking, the only two that could cause you
problems are the loss of the group functions
and the inability to import EPS graphics, but if
you are only planning to do letters, faxes or
straightforward essays the functions that
remain are more than enough. All Final
Writer's text formatting functions remain
untouched, and as long as you don't want to
do any fancy diagrams with the structured
drawing tools, you will be able to use all Final
Writer's drawing tools to the full.

For people with a limited budget who need
a page processor that will work on a
low specification machine, Final Writer lite
provides everything you need. Liw
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RAM Workbench -
4 Mb ]
RAM 3 Mb hard
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t might seem like a pretty
heavy-handed standfirst for this
review, but the
truth of the matter |
is that, notwithstanding its
shortcomings (more on
which later), MacroForm is
one of those tools that
turns your stumbling
attempts with the mod-
eller into stone in an
expert sculptors’
hands. But unlike a
sculptor’s stone,
MacroForm gives you
the chance to rectify
and refine your
mistakes until you get
the result you were
looking for.

It does this through a
method called ‘apply
modes’. These use control
curves in one layer to affect
your polygons (in anather layer),
but the great thing is that if that
curve is just too tight for your polygons,
or if it doesn't fit your requirements prop-
erly, all you have to do is reform the curve
into the shape you want and then hit apply
once more. This will reform your polygons
around the new curve's shape ad infinitum,
and if you decide that you didn’t want to
deform your polygons after all, you always
have the reset command to bring
everything back to its starting point.

The best thing about this constant muta-
tion of your curve is the fact that you can
save off its results and carry on going. The
hair on the model | have created for this
review is an example of this. | started with
a triangular polygon which | extruded.
Then, using the RailBend tool | bent the
control curve until | was happy with the

OMETHING S ROTTEN
IN THE STATE OF
DENMARK...

While | have painted o very rosy picture of MacroForm, all is not
well if you try to use it under the following conditions:

Firstly, MacroForm is really designed for LightWave 3.5. It works
partially with version 3.1 for any of you with an un-upgraded
Toaster4000, but any functions which require the hiding of
polygons will fail owing to the fact that this version of LightWave
cannot hide polygons. Users of the new LightWave 4.0a will also be
disappointed in varying amounts depending on whether they can
get MacroForm to work. | had no joy, but OAO Media tell me they
have users successfully using MacroForm with 4.

However, owing to a bug in Modeler, ARexx macros run any-
where between five and twenty times slower than they do in 3.5, o
problem NewTek have been informed of and are trying to do some-
thing about. OAO Media are themselves working on a plug-in
version of Macroform which will circumvent these problems and
will be available as an upgrade for registered users of MacroForm.

Secondly, those of you with a need for speed are going to be
very disappointed because the ARexx compiler that has been used
for MacroForm chokes on ‘060s. This problem should also be
resolved once MacroForm becomes a plug-in. | still believe
MacroForm to be worth the money, even if you have to switch back
to 030 mode to use it

AmicA COMPUTING
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professional LightWave modeller

shape of it and then applied it to the
extruded triangles. The first few attempts at
this resulted in curves that were too sharp
for the extrusion to cope with, resulting in
doubled back polygons, but with the Apply
mode set, this was no problem - simply
shift the curve and try again.

Once | had a bendy set of polygons | was
happy with, | saved off the resulting object
as 'Hairl’, continued to reform the control
curve and applied it to the polygons result-
ing in different bends to the hair. The more

fJHOSE RAILTOOLZ IN FUL

Railfoolz +1.81

('} This is the main interface for the RailToolx
environment, siiting by defoult on F7

status from amateur to

astute of you will already be thinking that
this tool is ideal for making morph targets
and you wouldn't be wrong. Best of all i
the fact that RailBend is only one of ,2
similar tools, all of which use a curve as a
control surface.

It will take time to learn to use
MacroForm to its full advantage, but what a
tool. Even with the shortcomings men-
tioned, this piece of software drags
LightWave's Modeler kicking and screaming
into the late "90s.

RailBend - this tool allows you to use g
curve to bend your polygons to fit it. You can
bend your polygons in two dimensions
three, giving the maximum possible flexibik
ity. With Align mode turned on, you don
even have to worry about lining up you
pelygon correctly for the curves, as RailToo
will do that too.

SmartRoil - this is the first of the extn
functions that RailToolz provides. Lik
RailBend it can automatically match yo
polygon to the curve. You can speci
whether you want to centre the polygon
the curve or let it extrude with an offs
Either way, you won't end up with the dr
ded squished box syndrome. SmartRail
even create a circular or rectangular pol
gon to extrude for those modellers too |
to even do this.
&

RailForm - this bungs a curve around yo
model which you can deform. Depending
what settings you choose, your magel i
then made to fit this curve. This tool is gr



[JTHER MACROFORM MACROS

I The plus and minus signs indicate centering
your abject on one side or the other of the axis

In addition to the celebrated RailToolz set of
macros, MacroForm also comes with six other
- macros, and the tutorials macro which makes
use of all the macros by showing you how to
use them. The first, KeyMaster, is a bit like the
- onfigure keys tool in the Macro or Custom
menu in Modeler, with the added benefit of

(| Dimensions can scale your data te ather
dota, or fust o fixved sire

for creating organic models that stand-

glone, but praoves to be one of the less-.

useful tools in practice.

RailLength - o tool tool, really, Raillength
will return the true 3D length of a curve and
allow you to modify it. This comes in very
handy when you are creating a model out of

a range of parts that need to be fitted toget- ~

her because you can use it to make sure all
your curves are precisely the same length, or
it to o desired area. RailLlength can deter-
mine the length of closed or open curves.

RailMold — a bit like RailBend with a mag-
net. Because curves can double back on
themselves, RailMold offers two methods for
dealing with this — smoothing and smoothing
“with tacking. Smoothing ensures that no
polygons double back on themselves, form-

' ing ugly lines, and smoothing with tacking
allows you to deform your object as though it
has been fastened to something at the points
of least deformation in the curves you use.
Try it, it’s easier to see than explain!

being able to load and save different configura-
tions. Align & Center takes the Center1D and
Center macros one step further by allowing the
user to centre models based on the layout of
moadels in a background layer, or simply on the
axis of your choice. You can also arange data
so that the left edge of your model is aligned
to the right edge of another model, etc. and
even resize data to match.

Dimensions is very powerful and allows you
to rescale a set of objects according to the
scale of another set. The example given in the
tutorial relating to this macro has a house
model in the background and a table with a
lamp and ruler on it in the foreground, all of
which are grossly out of scale with the house.
Because you know the ruler has to be a foot
long, it means you can scale the other data in
the layer accordingly and thus table, lamp and
ruler are all scaled appropriately for the house.

" Slice & Dice beats the
ponts off the Julienne mocro,
as you can see to the right

Bistance & fAngls 1.4

2 A real boon for modellers
used to working in CAD
programs, Distances &
Angles tells you all you need
to know about any two
paints an the same loyer
Distance & Angles gives you the very handy'
ability to tell the exact distance in all three
dimensions, and the angle, between two
points. If you only have one point selected,
then the distance and angle displayed is that
between the point and the origin.
Slice & Dice will slice up any object in a
number of ways, not limited solely to rectangu-
lar, and NewBox will create a cube object. Not
much use? Ah, yes, but it will give you a roun-
ded corner box if you so desire, just like the
ones in the example texture scene that comes
with LightWave.

RailOffset - this tool creates a polygan with
a curve. All you need do is specify a width
and how you want the ends to look. Using a
control curve with this toofl will result in a
polygon with an outline like your control
curve being extruded along the path of your
apply curve. | know this doesn't make much
sense, but you'll just have to try it.

RebuildRail - another tool tool, this one
reconstructs curves that have been built in
the wrong order for use with the other
RailToolz. You can also increase or decrease
the number of knots on a curve using
RebuildRail, making it useful for reducing
complexity in your models.

RailRout - this provides a service like a
mixture of repeated bevelling and lathing,
but unlike lathing can work on rectangular
objects. It works by using a router to provide
a path’ for the extrusion to follow. The router
bits can be saved off for future use and
MacroForm comes with a number of presets
for things like buttons and rounded edges. °
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LightWave LightWave 3.5

PRODUCT DETAILS

__F!'qducl MacroForm
Supplier Activa UK
Price 5215 (~£138)
Tel 0181- 402 5770
E-mail paomedia@chelsea.ios.com

Ease of use BO%,
Implementation  95%
Value For Money 95%
Overall 90%

RailScale - this squeezes your models in a
similar way to RailForm and has a wrap
option that behaves a bit like the Modeler’s
spherize tool, but wraps your shape to the
curve or curves instead of a ball.

RailSlice - this tool slices your object using
the points on a curve to determine where the
slices will fall. You can use RailSlice with a few
options to mimic the drill, tunnel, core and
slice modes from Solid Drill and Boolean tools
in Modeler,

RailStretch — this uses a curve to stretch your
model and deform it It can pull polygons out
of line in much the same way as the magnet
tool and, as with most of MacroForm's tools,
really needs to be experimented with to find o
use for.

RailTwist - this is the last gf the RailToolz and
twists your object about a chosen axis. The
degree of twist depends on the curvature of

your apply curve and is ideal for making cloth v

and other similar types of object.




Emulators Unlimited contains Soltware
emulation tocls lor the Amiga & PC
Spread over the two platforms are emula-
tors for: Apple, BBC, Commuodore 64
Commodore VIC20, Amstrad CPC, Apple
Mac, Gameboy, Alari 5T, MSX, Apple200,
Atarl 800, Alari10d0ste, Sinclair OL, Unix
and more, Also features hundreds of
games tools etc for most of the amulators.

EMULATORS UNLIMITED (CD117) £19.88

M | F -

Sound FX Sensation is an original new
CD that contains hundreds of megabyles
af high guality samples. A suparb CD for
game makers, demo makers, of evan film
makers, Hundreds ol Sound FX subjects
include Arimaks, Wild e, Nalure,
Explosions, Creatures, Scary stuff,
Science fiction samples, House hold nois-
es, car crashes, and hundreds mare.
Suilable for use on any Amiga configuralan,  Avaiable Apnl 1396

"
AL

SOUND FX SENSATION  (co1es) pre-order price £14.99
—

-
ADULT SENSATION

Adult Sensation s possibly the Amiga’s largest sall-
ing adult tike. N leatures over 4,000 high gquality 256
colour images of the “adull” nature. Image viewers
and coverters are included for every configuration of
Amiga. (OVER 18 ONLY) {CDO1) £19.99

ADULT SENSATION 2 The new batch

Adult Sensation 2 not only conlains 4,000 raw
colour images bul also includes lons of adull relaled
samples, adult music modules, tons of adull stores,
adult animations, black&white 70's photos, adult
games and more. (OVER 18) (CD115) £19.99

SEXY SENSATIONS

Available now, this CD contains around 2,000 espe-
cially chosen high guality GIF Images. Viewers &
graphic converters are included Tor easy and quick
access lo any of the piclures on any Amiga

[OVER 18 ONLY) (CD168) £19.99

ADULT SENSATION 3D=XCLUSIVE!

This CD actually confains over 2,000 tree 3
Dimensianal colour images. 30 viewing sollware
and lop qualty 30 glasses are also supplied
Includes superb new Multimedia interface.
Available Now! {CD145) £19.99

SPECIAL EDITION PACK (Order code: CD180)

mrmm-mumnmrmw

e ams | World of Chpart ks a double CD
w 5 “L ROM contaming around 40,000
Py - Aia |mono and colour clipar images
- . —— | COMMAIned in over 100 catagones |
ﬂr;‘ x> ;:"' in IFF, GIF, PCX, CDR, EPS, TIF
xry '1.:_'_-.;' WORLL & BMP., Tools lor -;-!:ll'w[,l'l:ll'lg . T
, Fif  w | IMmages 1o another format are
VoW ey |included for both the PC & Amiga. i & @
E Subjects include : Animals,

Anatomy, Babies, Man, Womaen, Trees, Reptiles, Insecis
¥Xmas, Religious, Planes, Vehicles, Ships, Toys, Zodiac
signs, Eye catchers, Humour, Cats, Dogs, Computers
Technology, Sealife, Space, Symbols, Royalty, Dinosaurs,
Plants, Mature, Ads, Tools, Astrology, Hands, Birds,
Business, Office, Workers, Caroan, Lion ng, E ducation
Food, Gardening, Holidays, Houses & Buildings,
Helbcopters, Children, Banners, Mediaval, Miitary,
Maonsters, Music, Sports (football, golf, Aarnhlcs D-‘g,rrr'plc.:
etc), Transport, Trains, War and more

WORLD OF CLIPART Plus DOUBLE c0

584
-aj'

(CD7T7T) E17.99

u [

Wirys receie the Latest verslon.

SCI-Fl Sensation is an exciting
new CD-ROM containing over
1.3GIG ol SCI-FI mages, ani
matkons, 30 abjacls Sound FX,
Documents, Themeiunes
Scripis & SCI-FI games.
Subjects included are
BabylonS, Starirek {The orgl-
nal, THG, Deap Space 9 and
Voyager}, Batman, Dr Who, Thunderbirds, Robocop, Sea
Quesi DSV, Bladerunner, Aliens, Temor hawks, 2001. Blaka7, |
Battlestar Galactica, Tron, Total Recal, 2010, Space 1999 ¢l
mmmmuwwmgﬂmﬂmdb
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Arcade Classics is an onigi-
nal collection of ALL your
old arcade favourites
Including Amiga versions of
PACMAN, SPACE
INVADERS, ASTERIODS,
MISSILE COMMAND,
PEMGO, FROGGER, LOAD
RUNMNER, GALAXIANS,
DONKEY HONG, NUMEROUS TETRIS GAMES, BAT-
TLEZOME, TEMPEST, COMBAT, TRON, SPACE WARZ,
THRUST, Q-BERT, HUNCHBACK, MOON PATROL,
THRAIL BLAZER, BREAKOUT, CENTREPEDE, CYCLES,
BEZEREK, SMAKE, SCRAMBLE, PING PONG, BREAK
OUT, NUMEROUS Ce4 CONVERSIONS, A COLLEC-
TION OF JEFF MINTER GAMES AND HUNDREDS
MORE., Ower 600mb of unforgettable retro-gaming
Keyboard recommended

ARCADE CLASSICS
- -7

. THE

Contains our most popular floppy bas
soltware litkes on one giant CD-ROM.
you can purchase the entire Epic colisg
e tion in one go. This compilation co
I ‘_ B huindreds of megabytes of Amiga sall
wiare. subjects inchude: Prolessional
dlpd.ﬂ, colour |_;||p.'|rt_ riLETrous 30 -:]I'||13|_‘:I5. fiowr Imagpne & I.uqnlwnw.
Colour, Bitmap, Compugraphic fonts & Adobe fonts, Graphics co
ers, Music tutorials, Beginners guide, 3D stere- T
ogram generators, Hundreds of Sound FX and -]
samples, Virus Killers, Hard disk Installer & tools,
Various Hardware projects, Hundreds of games
inchuding Mind leasers, Puzzle, card, arcade and 5
board games and more.*Supplied with Index book.

THE EPIC COLLECTION v2 new m
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ands of {ru
images, tons of gory anima-
Bloody games. Spine tingling
riees, Eariea music modules
ndreds of

-ife blood' n’ guts, (Adults ondy)

Retro gaming at it's best. Around 3000
time classic specirum gama files on
CO-ROM. Emulators included for any
Amiga.. Games Include Manic Miner,
Skool daze, Monty mole, Starirek,
Jel Set Willy, The Hobbd, Strip Pokar,
Dangoer Mouse, The Sentinel, Micro

Qlympics, Undér Wurlde, Uiridium, Alic
Atac, River raid, Barbarian, Hunchback
and around 3000 olher classsc spad
gama files including muli-load gamas. Speccy
‘96 akso contains hundrods of documents con-

¥
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CD144) £
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and Action film making. Explai

malerials

| SPECIAL FX Vol:1

John Palternak's “Movie Maker”
through the professsonal techn

camera angles, adiling lechniques, prop building, make up
elc, all using easily available domestic equipment and

This Multi-media AGA Amiga litle Contains video
footage, siills and around &0 minutes of audio.

*Actual Amiga Screen shols

taining instructions for most games aswell as
hundreds of speccy game cheats. Okay on any
CD ROM drive connecied to an Amiga.
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Rated: AF GOLD 85
THE SPECCY CD 1996

The I.1r_r|e.=.| callection of Magic Workbench
i lcons, Backdrops and tools ever compiled
M Includes wall aver 5000 leons, Over 6800

Ml solected Magic WB backdrops, and megabs
B of WE deskiop enhancer lools/utilities

0 | Suitable for any Kickstan2'3 based Amiga.

MAGIC WORKBENCH ENHANC‘EH V2 (co152) &8

._I,-"| li-".:

series takes you step by step
iques of Special FX, Horror
ned in every detad are all the

4Mb+
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The Grolier Ellemrumc Mullimedia encycloped
contains thousands of pages of infarmation &8
vy :jllh'l\,-l_'l_ﬂ_ with Thousands of |:;|I|'!:'|1 oolour
phu!l.l-l.:]rﬁ:'.lhﬂ and illustrations and hundreds of
sound clips from the BBC this CO-ROM is an
essential purchase for all CO-ROM users
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LUCKY DIP Volume 2 (cD183) £5.99
PRIORITY ORDER FORM

MOVIE MAKER SERI (CD184) £29.99 (CD4Bx) £24.98
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Eyes down as

Paul Overaa

Operation
database

his month we're going to begin look-

delivers more
details of his

database project

Part 2

ing at the EasyBaseAC which means
we need to start with a few of the
. toding conventions | tend to use. |
prefix all global variable names with g_ (as in
g port_mask) and all static variables, i.e. those
ttems that act like global variables but are only
‘nsible’ within the module in which they are
defined, using s_. | also usually add a _p suffix to
variables which represent pointers, although there
are occasions, such as variables
sed to hold function addresses,
where | choose not to do this.
Variable names are always
lowercase, with individual words
in the name being separated
using underscores. Wherever
practical | use names that
mean something so when, for

SENEENS e R

example, you see the variable — 1A LD LA
g_public_screen_p in my code :

you are left in little doubt that this
& a global variable which is a pointer to a public

Such conventions have but one purpose - to
make life easier for both myself and anyone else
who may need to examine my code. In the main |
do try to stick to my own guidelines but not to the
point where adherence becomes counter-produc-
tive. You'll find me using i, j, k etc, for loop vari-
ables just like other programmers. Similarly, there
are times where fully explicit variable names end ;
up too long to be practical - so shortened names
have to be used. In short the guidelines | adopt
are just that - guidelines, not rigid restrictions!

:.I"l‘_,_... - e e L7
CUBYTE openintivoid)
gl

VUBTTE error_number=N0_ERROR;

i You'll see later that all
other program windows
use the same allocation/
reen. deallocation methods

INDOW SPECIFIC
ALLOCATIONS AND
DEALLOCATIONS

Some operations, like the opening of
libraries that many modules within a pro-
gram are likely to need, are best done as the
program starts up. Other things, such as the
resources needed for individual windows
within EasyBaseAC, are best obtained as
and when required.

At the moment EasyBaseAC has a main
controlling module, an always-present main
window with a scrolling (listview) gadget, an
editing window, and a display only window.
What we need to do, of course, is isolate the
opening/dosedown operations required, yet
still keep those operations under the
umbrella of our generalised allocation/
deallocation framework.

Each window therefore allocates its own
stack and reads its own array definition of
the things that need to be done, as it opens.
Similarly, as a window closes the window
module code performs its own set of deallo-
cations to ensure it closes down in a proper
fashion.

To do this | use a stack ADT (abstract data

type) module. You don't need to worry
about how this operates intemally (that's a
story for another time), all you need to
know is that by including a stack_adt.h
header file in each source that requires
stack facilities, and linking the stack_adt.o
module into the final program, the access
routines shown in fisting 2 become available
for use,

The benefit of this approach is simply
that because each window takes responsi-
bility for its own resource handling,
other parts of the program never need to
worry about what resources are being allo-
cated.

When the user finally signals that they
want to quit EasyBaseAC, all the main con-
trolling code needs to do is check to see
which windows are open and call their
respective close routines.

Each open window then carries out its
own deallocations independently (you'll see
more of these ideas in subsequent window
handling code)!

L

e A L . 2 & 3 |

S IntuitionBase=(struct IntuitionBase *) s=CreateStack(t) ﬂ‘usmma!lm.r:a stack suitable for storing mﬂwtmﬁed b:f :

. Open' {brary("intuition. Library", INTUITLON_VERSIOND)) the applications program and returns a pointer s to the stack's |

; error_number=kLLOCATION_ERROR; descriptor. {

TR |
g_functioni=Closelnt; s " ; &

R R ST AP e=PushStack(s,x) this stores item x on stack s and returns an error flag e that is TRUE if I‘

an error has occurred. '

: :

k. il e=PopStack(s,x) this retrieves an item from stack s and places it in variable x. Errors |

QN rar_numoir ) ; are signified by the retumed error flag e being TRUE. e

h i ) y . | |

yoid Claselntivaid) KillStack(s) this unloads and then remaves the stack s from the list of cumently ;

1 defined stacks. No retumn value. |

I'HH!HI:HII{[:Iru:t Library *)IntuitionBase);

A EhE f=StackEmpty(s)  this tests stack s to see i it is empty and retums a flag f as TRUE i

h Listing 1: Intuition library opening and closing
with stack based resource tracking!

there are no tems on the stack.

iy Listing 2: The stack module access routines
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LLOCATION AND
DEALLOCATION

From time to time in my assem-
bler columns etc. I've talked about
my stack-based schemes used to
handle allocation and deallocation
operations. Now you are going to
get the chance to see how | do it
from C when several different
code modules are in use. Stacks,
of course, store things on a last in
first out basis and what my
scheme does is ensure that ANY
routine which successfully allo-
cates or opens some returnable or
dloseable system resource pushes
the address of a corresponding
clasedown routine onto a stack.

To allow for allocation failures
as the program runs, | adopt the
convention of having all allocation
routines return eror numbers that
indicate whether they've succee-
ded or not. Providing these con-
ventions are followed, a program
is able to perdform its closedown
operations by using a loop to pull
those deallocation routine point-
ers from the stack and executing
the corresponding routines. The
beauty of this approach is that the
stack automatically deallocates
things in the reverse order to
the original allocations - things
which are allocated last get deallo-
cated first (a good, safe, general
method to adopt with all Amiga
programs).

How do | set up the alloca-
tion/de-allocation code and get
the right pieces of code executed
at the appropriate times? The best
idea is to look at some example
fragments. Listing 1 shows two
routines which open and dlose the
Intuition library. Notice that the

first routine uses a PushStack()
function in conjunction with a
global variable called g_function1.
Other allocation routines similarly
add the addresses of their
dosedown routines to the stack,
s0 it ends up holding pointers to
all the deallocation/closedown
routines that need to be
performed to ‘undo’ the original
allocations. Irrespective of the
number of routines present on the
respurce stack, the complete deal-
location/closedown procedure
can always be camied out with this
single line of code:

whilel'PopStack(g_resource_stack_p,
g_functiont)} g functionii);

The loop removes a pointer to a
deallocation routine and then exe-
cutes that function. It does this
continually until the stack is

For the initial allocations | set
up a controller array which con-
tains pointers to the allocation
routines to be performed. The
array is used in conjunction with
loop code which reads the pointer
list and duly executes the corre-
sponding routines (see listing 3).
Here's the amray from the display-
only window code that you'll find
on disk this month:

ddefine WI_COUNT &

UBYTE (*w3_ListL))(void) = {
CreatefadgetContextd,
CreateGadgetsd,
CreateNindoud,
CreateMenud,
CreateMenulayoutd,
InstallNenud
Y

UBYTE AllocateResource(UBYTE count, UBYTE (*List[1){void))

{
UBYTE i, error_number;

for (i=0;i<count;i++)

{

if(error_number=List[il(})

i=count; /* force exit from lnup_ L]

returnerror_number);

}

{y Listing 3: The allocator function used to control

resource allocation/deallocation
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muonusn C

When programs involve many different
modules and headers, defining and dedar-
ing variables gets quite involved. One pro-
gram module can use variables defined in
other modules providing ‘extem’ references
are included in the module wishing to use
them (to let the compiler know that the
variables are declared elsewhere). Vanables
must, of course, be declared normally in just
one file (so that memory can be allocated
for storage).

There is a #ifdef C pre-processor trick that
lets you use the same header file for both
dedaring and externally referencing a set of
variables. The fragment shown in listing 4
comes from the EasyBaseAC generalh file

I* part of general.h */
Kifdef ALLOCATE_GLOBALS
fdefine PREFIX
Belse

fdefine PREFIN extern
fendif
PREFIX void (*g_function1)();
PREFIX struct
PREFIX struct

GfxBase *GixBase;

{1 Listing 4: A useful header file
pre-processor trick in action

[ Y
IntuitionBase *IntuwitionBase; () Although DICE C is being

TRICK

that contains the names of the include filg
program definitions, record structures an
global variables used in the program.

The important point as far as the glob
are concerned is that the generalh head
will only generate the extern reference
ALLOCATE_GLOBALS is NOT defined. &
defining this value at the start of just ong g
the file modules, all the necessary variabl
are declared and all other modules en
up with the extern form statements the
need.

The result? A single file serves both dedk
ration and external referencing purposé
and this makes for substantially easier il
maintenance!

R P on

used to handle the compilation

and maintenance of the projeci,
SAS's se editor is being used e
create the code!

mow IT'S YOUR TURN

You'll find cne file on disk called generalh
which identifies the includes, constants and
globals used by the current version of
EasyBaseALC. I've provided it this month just
to let you see the extern prefix arrange-
ments in action. You'll also find a file called
window3.c which is the code for the
EasyBaseAC display-only window and this
provides a nice easy start to my window
arrangements. Notice that the window,
menu, gadget list, and resource stack point-
ers are all defined as static, so they're hid-
den completely from other modules of the
program,

My OpenWindow3() function, near the
start of the source, performs its own alloca-
tions and ‘logs itself on as being open’ by
setting a copy of its signal bit in a global
g_handler_sigbit[] array. When the
CloseWindow3() routine is called the win-
dow module then deallocates the resources
it was using and clears the appropnate sig-
nal bit copy. (Don't worry too much about
the signal stuff at the moment, I'll be
dealing with this area later.)

The various window/menu and gadget
creation routines are based on the alloca-
tion/deallocation approach discussed in this
issue. Most of the remaining code is
straightforward Intuition,/gadtool event han-

. dling. If, whilst the window is active, a

message occurs it gets queued up at i
window's user port. The event handler log
at the message and, depending on the mes
sage class, either does something with it, ¢
passes the details to another routine.

Record information in memory is held §
an exec list and you'll find a routine in i
window3 source that, given a exec list nods
pointer, displays the information for tha
node in the gadgets attached to the win
dow. You also find a routine for clearing
gadgets plus a couple of utility routines fo
enabling and disabling menu items (thes
are not used at the moment). All these rod
tines expect valid pointers to the window
menu and so on and, since | have delibes
ately made such variables static (and §
accessible only from within this module),
was essential for these routines to bg
physically coded within this module.

The window 3 module does, of coursé
check that its window is open before eit
displaying anything or clearing its gadget
How? It looks at the s window_p variable
see that it is non-NULL (which indicates tha
the window is open). The CloseWindow3{
routine, incidentally, always clears this poil
er whenever the window is dosed. Examing
the code, get a feel for the overall amange
ments, and I'll give you more of the sto
next month!

»
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i ello? We're looking to do a fea-
J ture on SCSI and IDE hard drives.
_r Yes, that's right. No, we really
want drives between 500Mb and
a glg What? Nothing less than a gig you say?
Oh alright then, send us what you've got”
And that's just how it was. We rang up a
variety of companies and the smallest drive
we could find was 640Mb, and it was the
last batch.

S0 all the 340, 500 and 730Mb drives you
see advertised are almost certainly the last
ones you'll ever see new, and with prices
coming down all the time for 1Gb and above
drives, it might be worth the extra few bab to
get one of those instead. The first drive | ever
owned for my Amiga was a Quantum L1205
drive which came to me in a box that was
labelled ‘For military use only’. | never found
out whether this was just a spare bit of
packing, or whether | ought to dress in com-
bat fatigues to use it, but it performed beau-
tifully and made a huge difference to my
computing.

APACITY

Nowadays, | have nearly 2Gb of hard drive
space, and I'm still running out and, all told,
it's cost me only slightly more than that ven-
erable 120Mb drive. Unfortunately for us
Amiga users, doubling my hard drive capacity
15 about as far as | can go because of the
handy little thing that allows me to shift my
drive to someone else’s hard drive controller
- the RDB. The RDB (or Rigid Disk Block) is a
32-bit number at the start of a hard drive
that tells the host computer what size it is,
how many partitions it is, and so on. But why
tan you only have about 4Gb of hard drive
space on your machine (should you ever be
lucky enough to get that kind of space)?
Well, what size was that number again?
32-bit, right. Well a 32-bit number only has
4,294,967,296 combinations and that
equates to about 4.3Gb or, to be more
precise, 4,294,967,296 bytes.

At the time the RDB was conceived, this
was a staggering amount of hard drive space,
and it was inconceivable that anyone would
ever need that much room. At the time, my

120Mb drive was actually quite large. But as

s ever the case with computer technology,
saying ‘Ooh, no-one will ever need, or be
able to afford, 4.3Gb of hard drive space, a
52-bit number will be plenty’, is almost a
guarantee that hard drive prices will plum-
met and sizes will expand exponentially. And

thus it was. Still, owners of VLab Mations, °

PARs, DB32s, AD5165 and Toccata cards, etc.
needn't worry about exceeding this 4.3Cb
limit as their cards don't use AmigaDOS-for-
matted hard drives and are thus exempt
irom the limit for the hard drives they use on
those cards.

On platforms that don't have this limita-
fion you can get things called RAIDs (Rapid
Array of Inexpensive Disks), which are basi-
tally boxes filled to the brim with hard drives
of around the 1Gb mark typically which all
act together as one big, very fast, hard drive.
The reason RAIDs are so fast is that you are
increasing the number of heads looking for
the information on the disks, and because
you are only using smaller hard drives in the

driving

RAID, the whole thing usually costs less than
trying to buy one big drive. The other advan-
tage you have is that if that one big drive had
a problem, you would be in deep shtuck, but
if one of the drives in a RAID goes belly
up, sure, you'll lose some data, but at least
you'll still have the other drives up and
running.

ILE VS SPEED

On a similar point, do you know why large
hard drives are faster than smaller ones? No,
well the reason for this is because on a 3.5"
drive, a 1Gb drive has less space between
the sectors and tracks for the head to skip
across than on a 120Mb drive, and this
means a faster access time, even though the
drive can hold more data and thus, theoreti-
cally, there is more data to look through
before the desired data is found.

50, anyway, onto the drives themselves.
We have a mix of IDE and SCSI drives (just
the two SCSI drives actually) from a variety of

r

drives, hard drives, everywhere

and not one under a gig. Frank
Nord investigates a worrying

trend in hard drive size

manufacturers. All the drives are 3.5" devices
and are larger than 1Gb (apart from the
Quantum at 640Mb), because that's what
the manufacturers want us to show. If you
can't afford one of these drives at the
moment, well, there's not much you can do,
but the prices are coming down fast, so you'll
only have to wait a while. |

|
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S ETTING IDE DRIVES UP

Because you can only have two IDE drives on a controller,
you'd think the configuration would be even easier than for
a SCSI drive, but there are more possibilities than you
might imagine. You've got Master, Slave and Master with
Slave present. These different modes represent the differ-
ent ways of setting up one or two IDE drives on a machine,
but quite often you'll need to change several jumpers to
make it 50.

Fortunately, IDE drive manufacturers have started to try

to cut out the Master with Slave present option so you only
have to fiddle with one set of jumpers. In fact, the only
drive that gave us a problem for setting up was the skinny
Seagate. | had set the Seagate that came with our A4000
as a Slave drive so that | hopefully wouldn't have to
change anything on the other drives, but the Seagate we
reviewed had to have its jumpers changed. All very well,
but the chart showing how the jumpers had to be set was
very confusing.

il HOSE BENCHMARKS

Our benchmark test consisted of copying the MUI directory you get
when you unpack it from this month’s coverdisk to and from the
drives from RAM:. As a last test we also used the current version of
Sysinfo (3.23) to check the speed of the drive. As we should all
know by now, Sysinfo's results can be very misleading depending

on your screenmode, etc. so here is our system set-up in full:

We have an A4000/04 with 18Mb of RAM. We ran all tests on an
eight colour screen in DoublePAL mode. For the file copying we
used Directory Opus 4.12. SCSI drives were tested off the Oktagon
card's external SCSI port.

.4 AMSUNG PLS-31084A price £199

3.5" 1.08Gb IDE drive, 5.75" long, 1" high. 1029Mb formatted.

Samsung are a relative newcomer to the computer hardware scene as a
brand, although they have been manufacturing parts behind the scenes
for some of the best-known names
in the computer industry for

many years. Their offering to
this line up is a solid
performer, although
it does make a bit
of a racket
when you
turn on the
machine, In™
operation the drive
is sturdy and reliable.

Here are the results of our tests:

Copy from drive to RAM:  ~35 seconds
Copy from RAM: to drive  ~35 secands 5
Sysinfo speed rating: 1,680,410 bytes per second

Y EAGATE ST5108A PRICE £169

3.5 1,08Gb IDE drive, 5" long, .75" high. 1032Mb formatted.

Ahh! What a tiddly little drive! This Seagate
is certainly small enough to cram inside
your A1200 as the latest style seems

to be, but it does have a stan-
dard drive connection, so

anyone intending to do
so will have to get a
44-pin cable to 40-pin'y
cable-and-power-cable
adaptor. The drive feels fast
in operation, notwithstanding the
poor results given by Sysinfo, and has
Seagate’s usual warranty.

Here are the results of our tests:

Copy from drive to RAM:  ~32seconds
Copy from RAM: to drive  -35 seconds
Sysinfo speed rating: 1,195,185 bytes per second
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(1] UANTUM FIREBALL 640AT PRICE £96
3.5" 640Mb IDE drive, 5.75" long, 1” high. 611Mmb formatted.

Quantum have always had a good name for themselves when it came to SCSI hard drives -
they come as standard with Apple machines — but their IDE hard drives were never known fof
their turn of speed. However, the Fireball is a great drive. Not only does it feel speedy, in opera-
tion it proves to be fast too. Windows open quicker and icons are displayed in a flash.
Unfortunately, unless you are lucky, you probably won't be

able to buy this drive by the time you read this piece - =

because it is no longer being made, but the
price difference between this drive @
and one twice as large will
probably be reduced
by the time you
read this.

3

Here are the results of our tests:

Copy from drive to RAM: ~35 seconds
Copy from RAM: to drive ~ ~29 seconds
Sysinfo speed rating: 1,713,359 bytes per second

e] ASTEINER 1.08GB EXTERNAL PRICE £229
3.5" 1.08Gb external SCSI drive, case is 8" long, 5.5 high, 3.5" wide. 1073Mb formatted.

The Gasteiner drive is actually IBM's
Pegasus model and performs g
very well in association with §
the supplied Oktagon controller
card. The case has the familiar B8
push button SCSI 1D switch and
two 50-way SCSI connectors. It §
has no internal termination 8
switch or drive LED, but the §§
power switch is handily located at |
the front of the case. The drive is §
fast and quiet and is apparently a &
best seller at Gasteiner. Again, the "8
hard drive appeared to work harder
than its Sysinfo results bear out.

Here are the results of our tests:

Copy from drive to RAM: ~33 seconds
Copy from RAM: to drive ~34 seconds
Sysinfo speed rating: 1,614,850 bytes per second




| JIRST COMPUTER CENTRE 1.08GB EXTERNAL PRICE £299.99
3.5" 1.08GhH external 5CS/ drive, 9.75" l'ong; ii'hfgh, 2.25" wide. 1042Mb formatied,

This last drive on our list is First Computer Centre's offering.  connectors. It has an internal terminator with a switch and
Unfortunately, it arrived too late for photography, but it a dial for selecting the SCS! ID. The drive is a Quantum : .
comes in a smart, stylish case with an LED for power and  Fireball 10805 drive which gives solid, but not outstanding Copy from drive to RAM:  ~35 seconds

one for drive activity. The back of the box houses two 25-  performance in this case. This may have something to do  Copy from RAM: to drive ~36 seconds

way connectors (like the Amiga end of the parallel port)  with the 25-way cable, although | doubt its length will be a Sysinfo speed rating: 1,598,439 bytes per second
rather than the more normal 50-way Centronics-type  problem - it's only about a foot long at most.

Here are the results of our tests:

A uliTsu m1614TAU
PRICE £145

3.5" 1Gb IDE drive, 5.75" long, 1" high.
1039Mb formatted,

'| AXTOR 71626AP PRICE £226
3.5" 1.6Gb IDE drive, 5.?5'!1:!15!. e h.llgh 1553Mb formatted,

This drive was the nicest presented of the lot, coming as it
did in a big, full-colour box with fitting rails and a
manual. The drive itself seems to be well-built
and comes with a two-year warranty.
Maxtor reckon it has a 12msec
seek time and it
certainly felt

reasonably il
quick in
everyday
use. The
Maxtor was
slow to spin up
and resulted in
us getting the W
‘Insert bootable W&
disk' screen, so a
longer boot delay is
required.

The Fujitsu was another slow booter, If you
don’t mind resetting your machine once you
have reached the bott screen, then this is no
problem. If, however, you are one of those
impatient people, you'll need to get one of
those boot delay programs readily available
on the Net. The Fujitsu performed well other
than this problem and its jumper settings
were easy and clearly printed on the case
For some reason, the Fujitsu drive wouldn't
show up in the list of drives available for
Sysinfo’s speed test, although it did tum up

in the list if we pressed the SCSI button on
il the same page. Thus we have no Sysinfo
rating for this drive,

Here are the results of our tests:

Copy from drive to RAM: ~36 seconds
Copy from RAM: to drive ~38 seconds
Sysinfo speed rating; 1,743,751 bytes per second

I'Y\LFA DATA OKTAGON SCS| CONTROLLER CARD

Not a SCSI drive, but the controller for a big box Amiga like an A4000. The Oktagon
5 one of few cards remaining for new owners, but it works pretty well. It can }.lgfrj‘i’
take up to eight megabytes of ZIP RAM on board to act as a memory card ";ﬂf"rrf” e
as well as SCSI controller, but this RAM won't work at full speed in ﬂ,;w'” l,

anything other than an A1500 or 2000. The card also comés i l
with Gigamem, a virtual memory utility which can use ,u!““j’ :’:’:{[ t
hard drive space as memory. The card does have ff 'J{J} }-{ ’{J
some very nice features such as password pro- i’ﬂ“%]
tected boot and so on. You can fit a l': !
half-height 3.5" drive on the card i f‘ ;
itself as well as externally. o NN i j - Here are the results of our tests:

Copy from drive to RAM:  ~43 seconds

Copy from RAM: to drive  ~38 seconds
Sysinfo speed rating: Mot available

i
S ETTING UP A SCSI DRIVE

- # s SCSIis much easier. Before you install a new drive (you it should be a set of jumpers usually numbered 1,2 & 4.
= .'@\.{‘ can have up to seven hard drives or CD-ROMs, SCSI  These are your bit values and they work in binary. If you
N scanners or tapestreamers), check the ID number of the  don't have any jumpers your ID is 0, if you have one on
drives you already have on your machine. You can do 1, then your ID is 1. One on 2 and 4 means that your ID
this by starting up HDToolbox and looking at the ID s six and so on.
number, or address, which is shown in the second col- If your hard drive is an externally cased one, then you
umn. Make a note of these numbers and make sure  will probably have a dial to change the SCSI ID of the
you don't set your new hard drive to.the same ones. drive. If not, you'll need to take the case apart to
How to set the new drive's ID? Well, somewhere on  change the drive's ID.
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excuss that you ane far 1o busy dasi
Ing tha garden o schudl do it

Only £3.00

[JGRN3-1. 3D GARDEN DESIGNER

RN A collection of over 100 popular and
more unusual printer drivers. Suppons
iha canon, Panasonic, Star, HP, rar ]
of prnbars aswed as hundreds more..
Vary aasy to usa nstallabon poceduna
Only E3.00

Dnmr31 PRO. FFIINTEH DRIVERS

Cindy £9.00

|CJCCP9-5. COLOUR CLIPART

Ward findiar Pius is the most powerful
AMiga crossword solvar available ta
date, Can salve anagrams, crosswonds
eic. containg a defionary of over 50,000
English wards, and you can sasily add
your awn. Oinly £5.00

i Chvar 130 top qualll.- colour images
froen tha Lion H-n; carioon film. Each
image i storad as ready 1o use IFF so
can be imparted inds ANY panl or
Desitop publishing package

Only £6.00

[JLKAB-3. LION KING CLIPART

—'ﬂ-—"

Thes disk doubler can Burafly doubla
ihe space av.‘::abc G ' ardisk. If
you've got an BOmb drive you'll @nd up
with over 130mb. runs on any Amiga
sirily n tha background

Ornily £5.00

[JEPUS-2. DISK DOUBLER

T =

Thare am aver 1000 Amiga vinges

refilly “deing the rounds™. S0 catching
onis 1ant & hand thing b da, Thi
|Il:l" off virus iillers |8 updated regulat
S you can be sure you'l e able o
catact and kill all known vruses. £4

L1VIP4-2. VIRUS KILLERS

compietey new B

Magc Workbench is an inavative
rapiaceman Workbench, Gives you a

colour updated

Woarkbanch. A hard dek is highly mec
ommended. Yanous exiras dishs ane
& available sapeatly. Only £3.00

. MAGIC WORKBENCH
=

An updated 2 disk version
dozens of DIY hardware kits, like how
to fit your A1200 nta a mini tower PC
cise, bullkd your own SaMpiar, mamony
o= axpangion, CO32 Link lead oic, ofc

e T | Ondy £4.00

Coraing

Essantial lor Bégnnars is a coleclion of
files E=ssential for the amadth uRimlarupl
ed usa of your Amiga. ANl the most
asked for ibraries and Viewers are
inciuded like Mora, Muchmorg, PPmiom,
. Only E2.00

If you' wa got & tempremental Amiga |
Tha Enginears Kil s what you nesd

You can lest your Drives, Your Hard
disk, Mamory, Keyboard, 5
graphics chips, Mouse, joys
Only £3.00

CJENK3-1. ENGINEERS KIT

Three Stratrei games. Includes
Startrek tha Arcada gama. Stratrek
TNG, @nd tha Original Starirei
Decomprasses o SIX disks

iy £6.00

[JSTG6-3. STARTREK GAMES

The Professaonal mong clipan collec-
tion consists of 10 disks teatuning hun-
dreis of VERY high quality mono
mages. Subjects am includad like
Xmas, Animals, Transpor, Peopla,
Eyecaichers etc Only £13.00

g fingers...
Ony £3.00

L Contans Three superb easy |IZI use

ki T',1:|n;; Wors for the Amiga. Suitable for
1he oomphale Beginner
al the moment types wilh and or o

of aryong who

Plary your oid Commadars B4 games on
your Amiga. inciudes arcund a dazen of
the: most loved C64 games and the lal-
ast and {astest available CB4 emulator
Romambar the good old days!

Only £5.00

[1CBM5-2. C64 EMULATOR & GAMES

Piay hundrads of classic
Specirum 48 games on your
AMiga. This wary aasy i Uss
Emulator will run on averny
Amiga. The faster y
maching tha tesien'smocther
1Feid oS run GZames
mciude: Skool daze, Manic miner, Liile compubar poCpE,
':""'I'fl'f maole, Starrak, The Sentinal, elc...,

Packi. (SPES-3) Spﬂ::cy em & 50 games. Only €500
P PG15-T) 100 classic games. Ondy £15.00
Pack3. (SP335-33) 400 classic games.  Cinly £35.00

Packd. (SEH40-1] Speccy am, B0 games
and 1ape deck inertace, Only £4000
[CD118) Spececy CD 3000+ games Only £17

—— -

i i

The Ulbrnale Chass & Tulor 2 s|||.=|:le
1 lor any Zmb+ Amiga. Contains tons of
Iniuif speach, and graad graphics
' Sufable for the learmar of SEFTI-p0.

Ornily £7.00

o x

With thes language tutor you could .
Waaim o spaak aither SPANISH,
FRENCH, GERMAN, ITALIAN OR
JAPANESE, Exsy o use, and easy o

understand 7777 all Erguages inc
N JF-'. FR.O0
[(JLTP8-4. LANGUAGE TUTORS

alc

’ ',Gu can purchase the E"lIII'E Epic l:l'.'AI|E'l: icn in one go Thus \.{‘lmpll._ﬂlun Gon-
#M I tans hundrads ol megabytes of Amiga software. Features a superb new
et multimedia Amiga front-end, Catagories include: Colour, Bitmap,
Compugraphic fonts & Adobe fonts, Graphics converters, Music tutonals, Beginners guide, 30 stare-
ogram generaiors, Sound FX and samples, Virus Killers, Hard disk installer & tools, Vanous Hardware
projects, Hundrads of games including Shoot’ em ups, Mind teasers, Puzzie, card, arcade, boand games
*Supplied with printed Index

Amiga COROM

(CD10:0x) Only £19.99

‘|OcrD10-4.

COSPECCY EMULATDFIS
-

Startrek Magic Workbench backdrops
An nteresting 2 disk callection al Ma
Workbench Stanrak 8 o backdre
IF you love Starnek you'll love these

Omly €500

Classic cand gameas consists of arund
gazen superb card games like Poker,
Saltare, Craps. Montana. Ponloon
Blackjack, Kiondke, Spades, Gof
Rurmmy and more

Only £10.00

ELAESIC CARD GAMES

- ———

“ 177 .49 s of Vory high quality prafas-
nally tinished colour cip ‘-.'.nls for
\ “f' " use in any Fain package. Exced nr-':.‘-.-.r

'.r'. hj‘ .h Vidao work, dema makin ] Bl
i L RTAS Cny eSO

[JCCF5-2. COLOUR CLIP FONTS

’.'1:'|I fealunes

Dinly £5.00

Siarrak bong,
Blackdrops, Bnd amusing scund sam-
ples whanavar you do amything wrong
Suitabia for Kickstari283 machinas

(dassic Board games includes Amiga
variafions of Scrabbla, Monopoly,
Cluedo, Backgammon, Chass, Orihallo,
Tias, Tic-Tac-Toa, Crbbage i

Oniy £10.00

-4, CLASSIC BOARD GAMES

e —

Giett your finances in order wih (his
unEque collection of hame finance salt-
ware. kaep racx ol your r"ll'.l"||'°'||:|' aul-
goings: Pedrol, Gas, Eleciricity,
Mongage, Rent eac

Only E7.00

CIFINT-3. HDME FINANCE

o
superh digh

1A .:.:.l.g.:mr of Lottery W-ﬂn!.rs Help
soif baal tha Lotiary with this

Everny waek &l your Compular gand by
tie Winning? numbsars.  you play the
BN Lobery than get this dish._..

Oy £5.00

Arcade classics V2 contains vanoations
al classan games like: Space vadars,
Frogger. Missile command, Astariods,
Q-Barts, Omega raca, Cenlrepeds afc
Sutable for any Amiga

4 Only £5.00

I:]ARCE-E ARCADE CLASSICS 2

E'-tln.' Amiga Emulator includes amulss
lors lar ; Gameboy, Commodona 64
Commodang VIC20, Vanous 1B g
lators, Spactrum emulalors, Sinclar QY
Atari 5T eic

Ordy £5.00

[ JAEPS-3. EVERY EMULATOR

Around 104 high quality Amiga Bitmag
lonts, Suitable for use with slmast any
Armigh package, Inchiding DPaint
Workbanch, alc

Formt sizes start at Gpl upbo S0pt

Only E7.00

_________________________ .5.—!'._ ___-___-_.t:_____--___,_-----.----_-..-i-q.r__* e
Ord{:n; line: PRIORITY ORDER FORM PLEASE SUPPLY FPRICESINCY
01 793 51 41 NAME ITEMS aTy 55 2
88 ADDRESS
 Or O1793 514187 -
UK Office, Opan Monday-Saturday. EPIC 138-139 Victora Rd, Swindon, Wikts. LIK
PEP in UK = 50p total, Overseas PAP = £1 per title, Catalogue disk available @ £1.00 o — i
- — - : = | MACHINE "
=FC MNIEARFEETING (ASTIREaL LAY | | PAYMENT METHOD
B, D o oo Sy st e tor L S0 + 200 = CREDIT CARD DETAILS TOTAL GOODS VALUE £
Send your onder to:
[ gamms E£piC. 36 Forest Road, Heathcote, NSW. 2233. Australia. ety POST & PACKING
For & COMOM Pron et pesss s BAR.___Pieose b chacues payobe 1o EPIC MARKETING EXF DATE . il AMDUNTEMGLGSED £




LOW
BOOT-UP

If you don't already have one, the greatest

accessory to any first-time Amiga user is a ,7 ,{
hard drive. Unfortunately, when a hard disk

fails it seems as if the bottom's fallen out of

your world.

There are many non-fatal errors that can occur
with a hard drive and 90 per cent are due to user error.
One of the most common is the invalidated drive - invari-
ably Workbench. Workbench will inform you of this error with a
requester stating that the drive Workbench is not validated. So what are
the symptoms?

The symptoms are a Workbench that seems to take an etemnity to load, a hard drive light
that continues flashing even
when Workbench has loaded,
and, of course, the not validated | | : . .
requester. The problem usually | _ R i
occurs when a user, that's you, :
has removed a disk or reset the
tomputer while something was
being written to the hard drive -
not the done thing.

The solution, in most cases, is
1o wait until the hard drive light
stops flashing and to reboot, or
fo invest in a good hard drive
repair program such as
Quarterback Tools or Disk Salv.
Check the adverts in Amiga

* If you want to become an
Amiga expert and leave
" behind beginner’s blues,
! here's a helping hand to
| set you on your way

If you reboot your Amiga while copying data to
Computing for these products. ﬁnm::rm the u-mwﬁm' A 5 T E R D I S K

ACCESS

Even if you've got a hard drive you'll never
escape completely from having to use the
dreaded floppy disk. Disk accessing and writ-
Workbench text & ing can be a real chore due to the slow
editor and alth- g nature of floppy disk drives.

ough it features Fichiat T18 ipeeresp il eratun asTone BEING wdded by Whitey Thankfully, Amiga DOS provides a com-
the basic elements SIETEIESEIEETINE mand that can actually speed up disk access
of a text editor, considerably. In fact, your Workbench already
you'll soon realise 8 uses it. The command is AddBuffers and if
it is extremely lim- § you load up your startup-sequence in the S

ited in the power [ directory you'll see it under C:Version >NIL:
department.

Fortunately, §
Workbench also [[RERINIES
comes with another, often neglected, text () Aol Rd silghe seons By :hangiqg the value 15 to a greater number
editor which features many useful and jike the only Workbench text  YOU Can increase the amount of buffers

HHE ED ALTERNATIVE

Ed is the supplied

AicrofHRCS NI.1

hddBuffer >MIL: BFD: 15

powerful features. MEmacs, located in the editor, Although Ed might (RAM) used in order to speed up disk access.
Tools directory, is a very competent editor S®em like the only Beware though - using too many buffers can
which serves as an excellent enhancement 4o b':f:::":#z";ﬂl slow your system down due to the lack of
to Ed. MEmacs contains many of the features aiermative RAM. On a basic Amiga of 2Mb you can safely |

found in commercial editors and also set this number to 50 or even 100. |
allows access to CLI commands - usually |
typed in the Shell. MEmacs is hardly ever |
mentioned by Amiga users but it is far !

superior to Ed. ESE YOUR MEMORY

Working from a floppy disk soon becomes tiresome due to the slow access
and writing times. The process can be made quicker, though, by copying the
files you want to work on into RAM which is faster than a hard drive - it is
almost instant.

Once you have finished your work you can then copy it back to the
T PR AN it By Chisasior saoh B . flan-,r disk. Usi_ng thi_s methul:[ you only have to access the ﬂl:tpp_"' _di5k
and /E can be a real pain. Use the twice. Performing this task with the floppy disk would take infinitely
KeyShow program to help you longer.

Amica COMPUTING

MAY 1996
s




E-MIOOTH ER FONTS

Your Workbench uses what are known as bitmap fonts which are fonts made
up of pixels. The problem with bitmap fonts is that when scaled in size they
tend to look chunky and blocky (called jaggies). IntelliFont, located in the
System drawer, allows you to install special outline fonts.

Outline fonts are better than bitmap fonts because they are drawn using
mathematical equations, so when they are scaled they maintain their smooth
quality. You can install new outline fonts using Intellifont and even create
new bitmap fonts out of outline fonts. All your current outline fonts are
indicated with a * symbol.

I Warkbench is no longer restricted to
bitmap fonts. Outline fonts provide beautiful
fonts with no loss of quality

Jargon
box

RAM - Reod-Access-Memaory.
RAM s memory provided by the
compeder for you (o use s you
wish. RAM s extremely fost but
its contents are lost when the
Amiga i fumed off,

MB - MegoByte. A MegaByte is
an indication of RAM sire. [Mb s
equal fo 1024 K (see below).

K - Kilobyte. A Kitobyfe is equal
to 1024 bytes (see below),

Byte - a byte is equal to 8-bits
(see below),

Bit - a bit s the smallest value a
computer can store, [t s per-
ceived by compulers useérs os
either | {on) or @ (off).

Buffers - these are areas of RAM
put aside specifically for use by
other tasks.

Valldetion - this is the process
the Amiga uses fo understand
and interpred hard disks and flo-
ppy disks. Al disks are validated
{or checked) first before being
used.

€Ul - Command Lirne Interface.
Lise window to the Amiga's Disk
Operating System ar DO5 (see
below).

DOS - Disk Operating System.
This allows you to communicate
with your Amiga. Before deskiops
such as Workbench become
availoble wsers could only com-
municate with their computers
wig D05,

© Mot enly can you
change the colour
of icons and back-

drops but also
window elements
and text

MAY 1998

Err.s AND PIECES

Hard drives suffer from a problem known as
fragmentation. When data is copied to your
hard drive or data moved around, the files
tend to get spread right out across the hard
drive. The result of this is that files on your
hard drive take longer to load and Workbench
windows take longer to draw.

Using a program such as Quarterback

the actual setup lacking that personal touch.

| previously mentioned the usefulness of a Data partition for backing up purpeses
Unfortunately, most setups don't take this into consideration which means you have to alter it
Workbench comes complete with HDToolBox in the Tools directory which allows you to

partition (cut up) and format your drive.

When you load HDToolBox you are presented with the main window and a set of options. I}
you click on the button labelled Partition Drive you will see a volume indicator with a small
blue arrow. By pulling this arrow you can reduce and increase the size in Mbs of the hard drive.
By clicking on the New Partition button and then dlicking in the spare volume area you can add
a new partition, and this, too, will have a blue arrow you can move up and down just as before.

In the Partition Drive Name box you can name each partition — one will, more than likely, b
called Workbench. You must turn the Bootable button ticked which tells your hard drive to
automatically try and boot up using this partition.

To make the changes permanent you can then click on the Okay button and select
Changes to Drive at the main HDToolBox window. To finish off the procedure you should then
boot with your floppy disk Workbench and format each partition with the original names you
chose in HDToolBox. All that's left then is to install Workbench to the new Workbench partitia

Easy, huh?

HE RIGHT SETUP

If you own a hard drive it will have been more than likely formatted and Workbench installed at
the retail end. Although this means you can use your Workbench immediately, you may find

Tools, you can de-fragment your hard drive
This process involves taking all the program
off and then replacing them so they are no
split up or spread out. Although the proces!
can take a fair amount of time, the speet
increase in access time is greatly enhanced.
You should look to de-fragment your har
drive once every six months,

(" This is a fragmented hard drive - the grey areas should be a solid block.
Quarterback Tools shows how the data on this hard drive is split up considerably

Partitioning Drive

[ Vorkbensh |
v

4 Although partitioning and formatting your hard drive seems
nerve wrecking, HDToolBox makes it a great deal sasier

Default Setup| Hel |

File Systen:

—
—
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THE MAN FROM ESCOM ERPLAINS.., ®

iga 1200, call in to your local

i wer of an Am .
s de-in against

ile stocks last, we're giving £150 tra
Amiga A1200 "‘Magic Pack.’
_bit wonder machine,

*If you'd like to upgrade to the
re today. Because wh

ESCOM sto
ur oldAmiga A5S00 or ABOO* for the

4 yo |
. Now you can enjoy the incredible power of this 32
4 bundied with g stunning software titles, for just £249.

or you
To find out more, simply call the number below for 'fu s
em and trade it for your prand new "Magic Fa

r nearest ESCOM store, take in
- just like that!"
your old syst

®1 x Amiga A1200 "1 x Two Button Mouse ® 1 x Power Supply |
" Workbench *® Kickstart 3.1 ® 3 User Manuals,
SOFTWARE BUNDLE INCLUDES " Digita Wordsworth 45E
* Wordsworth Print Manager ® Digita ﬁ:";l'laniser

* Digita Datastore *® Pho‘hlqcmu 1.25& '® Personal
Paint 6.4 ® Turbocale 3.5 " Whizz " Pinball Mania

‘Now ~ -
|that S - PRI

magic!
Wg

Wy

OPENING TIMES

OFFICE WORLD OFENING HOURS
snday-Friday B.00am-0.00pm Saturday 9.000m -6 O0pm
-4 Bl

_BUSINESE USERS BUY DIRECT ON 0990 555888

ESCOM UK LIMITED. 3 RIVERSIDE WAY, RIVERSIDE BUSINESS PARK, IRVINE KA11 5DJ. TELEPHONE: 01294 222600 FAX: 01294 223200. Registered in Scotland Reg. No. 137446
k. ¥ 1w pre-immded or wyviees, it sppbcation w ar geadabie twr an addoondl chasgr Pricrs vald from 27nd Frbmeary 1996 The ins e L vl Peefn® Procrines bige i regnbrmed Srademanky of imed Caporal Preced arnd drlaih e comerd al lime of gaing to pre Piers are sebjoct

Lt AL 7 AR '
2 Paci et il #rd | wiuien oa srlerhnd vpiern ol & PSO0M seren |

vt wilh 1] it wastanby, WniSo quetatioey gesigbie e fing Ariad Fnasce L, PO Bea 307, Claypt Laer, Leeds 152 06 £o0F A proderts may set e asgdsbi in ail st

THE EASY WAY TO CHOOSE A PC

Lk



How to order

To order -ﬁ'flﬂ: Just write th

code, EG
. This means
o order PACK

ALL DISKS ARE COM

WITH ALL AMIGAS

e disk tithe and the disk
whﬂﬂmﬂﬂﬂﬂhﬂﬂunumbﬂ in
titla come on (x) number of

st write down the

TITLE nama.

TIBLE
UNLESS STATED

AGA Disk means for A1200/A4000 on

L‘h--rﬂ-_'l

Qual
20 disk

protector
*special offer £1 off if

*xnxs ANMIGA ESSENTIAL*****
DISK CLEANMING MIT ..ccccacvmcacssmmnassss — -
Complete with disk & cleaning fluid

ity Mouse MAT ......
10 blank disks & 10
sleewes ....ccocammmcsnnrorannas
ou order 5 or more

-

MO0 [0 THE BARTMAN
M00% 100 Chd TUNES {not AN200)
WO0H MAT-DAMCE REMINED

W07 BLUES WOUSE [3 daks)

MO SAFE BEX DEMLD - Vary hinery
MO31 BETTY BOG {) reads 2 drives
MOSR 50T FEFPEN (20)

W8S CEL GAMES WLUSH

M125 ADAME FAMLY

MATT MADOMMA, - [Liks & ¥
WHTT PET SHOP BOYS

WG4 SAM FOX [Ploxss Ma|
M186 MADONNA [Rasous ba)
M188 JOE LE TAX)

M8 JESUSE OM E's (2 diski)
MZ04 FUAVE - licere Aave

B4 DICK TRACY {

MUSIC

Moo BEASTY BOWE - We Wanl Sama Pussy ongs
MBI MICHAEL JACKEON - Song BAD

WOtT GUMS & RDSES - YOU'RE CRAIY
W01 MOMEY FOR NOTHING - DiRE STRAITS HIT BONG

{hrilant)

MOT2 MADCINHA - ri'-nug Panky Song
MA15 MAHONEY & KAKTUS 2 - 40 henid compiiation
WMASD TIFFANNY - | Think We're Alana Now
WA JANET JACKSOMN - RN THIH MATHON

M188 MICHAEL JACKSON (Smoot Criminal)

W263 A TO 2 OF CB4 GAMES MUSIC |&) Birilkant
wn-Lm
MO3J5 STAA TREK & STAR TREK WEXT GENERATION [

oy
....... AE— - K

F reenenea-99p per disk
Pack price ﬁ?ﬂlﬁtd. All Orders ?:rm Day Despatches
For the very latest disk catalogue please add T0p
MAKE CHEQUE/POSTAL ORDER

PAYABLE TO: SOFTWARE 2000 |
SEND TO (ADDRESSES TOP RIGHT)

h

X

i
e =

R ———— LE4. DO

ALL OUR PD DISKS ARE

Top Variou

1o list Very popuiar

Massive collaction of the best puzzle
gaimis aver releassd including some
of the classics like Mubic Cube,
Picture Puzzies etc, much too many

5 disk pack only £4.99

COLLECTION OF THE VERY BEST
SHOOT EM L
MLUST FOR ANY GAMES PLAYER

5 disk pack only £4.99

= LItilities
T P P mind

1 maumrum:n e 50 bogthior prolests
WORD CREATOR (nol CrigEmord makad
ECK & At POOL PRECICTION program

anly)

i

s
MR

322
8
z

MANIA-BIOMORPH Brilnn collection
44 AF WORR BENCH [ 1.3 DMLY replissment
UTis 30 GARDEN DE: & wiirs ITom angles bril
UPET ASTROMY V2 peedict sl Mﬁr’.:“nrh
H'Hlml Eﬂﬁ% o gl -prociest
750 M A E eas
S%MEH T musd {ai '.'LHI T
HARD DRIVE LITIL+bst maore Hard E
ralmi {complen)

5

£
E.
E

Printer Pac
5 disk pack with ail the isiss] printing pa
specially designed for printing oot highy
documents, text & pictures atc and i
umrwrnﬁﬂm{me_

= The very best board games evar
rebeased, This pack contains the
) vary latest, CHESS, CHECKER
SCRABBLE. MONOPLY &
DOMINOES recommended A musi for a1y Aelg

5 disk pack only £4.99| | Printer Pack (5 disks

Wi AT

g

DAAGOR-CAVE bl
wrdict axeal

ki

Eoeese

EREREE

=144 &
RRaCEERE

0 wermion

G411 BATTLE CAR 3- 30 car mc

(=2}
[}
441 E-TYPE - w
G443 OLE

¥ AOULETE smercan roubie &3

i
EEE
i

2E=2

OALD @O0
IT: good rufl &=
FFlﬁIl

gE3EE
SEatk

T
3

2
kg

b}
-
|

ALL

=
o
=

SREREEASEEE
L

LA
G

T T

FeRs

WAL A The lateil
wmrmian ol
K ooy ade

3 MECLA 21 GAMES mwﬁ

%1 IWPEOEEIELE very ssdiciive puazia
ligh Tetiz aver iladse

g
GAYt NESTER CARD GAME: hours of bue loi 8 GuRl
catimrl

30 TRATLBLAZER & CB4 converson
ood asberoe grest

A i Ohyrrgac

448 DE anut.nl?g unlﬁ_iur []

OBUDO X gxcallant ArcadePurie gsme
UTE SOUST Euu plapnbils

F DO0m w0 graphic adveniere

L.I.xp-%:‘-hm g

=
B WILONCE 3 pﬁi:- [
ACHIND very chalanging pumis
3 jrlaysble g aut clane
E & BLAS blliaﬂl platiorms 10710
DEFENDER 7 fwmaatic games

L i

g
b
|

sepEsss
mn

&
H

g
it

T NEW
101 GAMES PK 3|

:

G604 LED !
et TRAE ALMME Mew 101 st  comtaines over 120 games, runs on il Aniges.
36T GOLF (205K rﬂﬂt!ﬂuﬁrhym!pﬂmm«lmnm{l
ummgivmm e far s with next oede. This offer cannat be used with
JIGEAW f .
ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂ“a““ oy oiher offer curent b susject tn condition ply,
BETS TIME AUMN GAA WIFE_ QLT -minaess blaaling games
GEA0 SPACT NV A GEAn LLA mﬂlnﬁm#
G AUTOMOBI GBI SLIPER MEGA FRUIT- Al new Frull Macking
Gy BANDIT GEEA DAIVING BARLEE 30 [T wecior o
Gists PRCLIE Ind sat racing: vary st AECOMMEND
E‘ auw = [Landel s
e THE
uﬂﬂﬂ ﬂﬁm B0 fiama &M Imirie ‘&-"3': Huﬂnﬂ:ﬁg o Rz omemand
- st - ¥
G713 DETHELL 1N SPASE. Recommed 3253 SUPEA OBLITERATICH Bisst asterm wery
G735 OVEALANDER Bnlless srcade MOON ALERT similar 10 PG 2 jot ol "m- MECD MO
GTIT SERIOUS BACKGAMMOS The best in PD BO BB SUPER INVASION Il -New SPACING IKVADER
GIT] S1AN WO uméumlﬂ Thrusi GEdT THE EMEFERD Brillant LILLES elans. AET
*GTTE UN-SEMSIBLE SOCCER wery mimilar o Giir§d ALEW GEWOCIDE (2] Ghoat akens s in space.
Bt oo e RECCRLERD L T L
TETR 4 G007 MPAEH B (ANTWAR Z) pliy very simiar e
101 GAMES 2 | i s usdt o Ll i
e ot
PRICE ONLY £10.09 | Guis coservecy T3 ahcllont ALIEN BAEEE Clone
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VARIOUS PACK

Any pack comes on 5 disks
only £4.95 per pa:l:
WLOUR FONTS Pack ack 2)

PNO FONTS Pack (1 or Pack 2)
g quality fonts for use with Dpasnt or Personal Paints

RIOUS CLIPART Pack .23ar5)

ILOUR WORLD MAP (Pack 1. 2 ar 3)
g quality workl map

IMPUTA-GRAPHIC FONT  (Pack 1,2 3 d4or 5)
quality font for WORDSWORTH or any DTP

GINE VARIOUS OBJECTS {Pack 1, 2 ar )
L 30 VARIOUS DBJECTS {Pack 1, 20r 3)
IGHTWAVE VARIOUS OBJECTS  (Pack 1, 2
HUE FONT FOR ABOVE (Pack 1,200 3)
g& stale for which pack above)

alza stock many more packs. Please Phone

ZX SPECTRUM 48K

Now you can play 100's
of Spectrum 48K Games
on your Amiga. Any Pack
below is complete &
ready to run on your
Amiga. Full printed
instructions provided

SPECTRUM + 50 GAMES PY1 DALY 2498
SPECTRUN o0 GRNES P12 (8LY 0T R
SPECTRUM 200 GAMES PO DALY £1159
SPECIAL OFFER
Toke a3 pacies s B 51 New Spacnm
Fames (total 43} fir Oeky 1899

Speclal Ofiar

C64 & 45 games pack
Spectrum V2 & 50 games
Vic 20 & 30 games

All 3 packs for only £9.99
SEE LEFT FOR DESCRIPTION

1 ©O)©) GavEspack
Son leh for details. This pack comas on wary large number of deks £35.00

NOW ONLY £29.99

C64 v3 PK4

1 Special cfter G64 v3 and 45, 100, 200 games pack wilth exts 55 G54
8 girnas making 400 (254 games & dfiflies disie. Comes.on lange number &
o o deis + gamess ksl and inading loafle, Oinly E24.58

GSee G64 or Spactrum advert box for more detals

COMMODORE C64 V3

The vary latest version. Mow you can play real
Commodore CB4 gamas on your Amiga. All packs
below are complate & ready to play directly on your
Amiga. Prinled instructions provided.

C64 & 45 original games ..£4.99
C64 & 100 original games ..£8.99
C64 & 200 original games £16.99

P.5. C84 V3 & 100 GAMES PACK GOT 88%

REVIEW IN AMIGA SH EIFFE_FI ISSUE 54
e RS e R AT HE R i ek R OR T

AGA A1200 & A4000 CINLY

THIS LISTING ARE FOR USE WITH AGA AMIGA

203

Mara Specinam game

s

SDFTWARE 2 Dﬂl.IBLE CD COHT AIHS

i m robaling city, regand the bewi AGA demo. AGARD LOTTERY WINNER hapa wHl emprove i
FRACTAL QENERATOR Mracasl in 258 ook, your ehissa o [ K
many hpskAoyhisnker sic ACAZA1-FS0 ACA AGA 01-90 bod ol games
: mwmw—#;w“ AGAZS PACKMAN AGA -the Best pacman yet
g o wirus mus! for 61 &1300 cwessr AGATIZ AOCKET PO - Super fhrust clone
T MIKOWARP very first dema for the AT00 terillant fe 1 o 2 plages
HLOMIMEE DELUXE AGH (30 the beat &130 sand AGATIN DI MO wtunning special afaic TMLHTIEB!_]D'!'NHI",’EI“qualmmumnmEamhymmlmmsm For

ke b5t jusi dzke a look a1 this Doubles advert dor axemie of Bies & packs which can be feand on Bis GO Mo lugky
dip o unknown scitware. Full descriphion on every diskaties. Very sasy o use menu sysiem of bat COs This
iU M Bysiem lis you explors the conlems of boh Cs without disc sespping. . Excalent Ses balw.

: ﬂlnlnrm-ﬁ-ﬁrdlh 18 + onty

L mmtmmmh._ ASAZEE WEFEREN AGA Dems lot of afeiz
3 MO TOR INVADER 3 (20) Briliasd BYADER gans

i mwmmmmwm AGAZSH DNWOENE Fansstio demao ?G E' -
CHROBAS- ACAZS0 IMTEL-DUT anothar wery good demao E 4 EXAMPLE
w.l'dnppu[ 1 - OF DISKS CAN BE FOUND ON THE DOUBLE CD SET
whew waiute m-??m'ﬁm“ B 204 - VARIOUS UTILITIES DISKS 118 - EDUCATION DISK
! mmmmhm-rﬂ-ﬂ AGATEZ ATH weey good BTREET: ] 283 - ANIMATION DISK 133 — DEMOS
waren funcin i pour W reaby BILLANT FHHTER clona mith very oo graghic. LAKA X
21 WE 3 LITILITIES Inad of Wh 3 dnly wsiities AGAZE] GECOAGE GALAND (k) brifant : : 181 - AGA DISKS 225 - MUGIC DISKS
1 U-CHESS the best chess program gamss 53 "'."""' 82 - TOP BAMPLE AND FX DISKS 18+ = DEMOS (Adults only)
resuin l—w;- mm - Wpr.m #02 + VARIOUS GAMES DISKS - with an estimate of around 1000 + Amiga games
III.II.= _rlmllili .“II‘E_‘ [’liﬂlﬂ“ nsch) ._‘“!. AGAZER TEAM-HEN DIME PLATFCAM sxcalient ding 50 LATEST DISKS OF MAGIC WE "7 BACKDADP. Version for all Amigas also Includes
B3 BOCY SHOP VDL 1-7 (3 dink snch) “soe balow platforn Mobe:this ditk was o 1008 of IMAGINE OB.J, 600s AMIGA FONTS, 100s QUALITY BAW & COLOUR CLIP ART, &

FITEHIGK ol 1-X3dink sach] “wes balow
wny S8k shove ust strie dak (ooe &
nut iremamber @ dmk per woiume)

IEGRADER

%0 A12300 FIA DISE COLLETCION 1
b AT FIX DHSKE 7 COLLETCION 2
RELOCKIT ¥1.4a bimss. run AL50 BOFTWARE

3 A HE FIE DFGE ViDL ] [rewr july 55)
Bk above are daaign to mske sy ald ASO0-ASD0
PEETAMBGITES #1010 Mun on oo &2 A000
FOM ALL AGA ABIGA OWNII RECOMBEND

T AIZ00 UTIL - AGA TESTER, SYSINFO sic
ACTION REFLAY Vi Complote ACTION REPLAY.
WADFHGHTER 2 hriflanl wirsst fighter clone

9% AOA BLITZ BCREEN BLANKER
I FAST GIFF & dbsplay GIFF pio bn Workbenh,
2 AQA DIAGROSTIC - WEW syatem tester
O BLACK BOUAAD AGA geoent Mags Fooessnl
B OUICE GRAR AGA -grab AGA scresn PRCTURE
0 WOALD BEYONDS 1 (¥ abarenirsy 358 COLDUR
| leriany ari mmee wiari userdresthisss
i GHELL LIKE CHANEL NOS beiline devme
3 pa-iure ey retmene an the &R0
131 MAGIC FACTORY 1 STAR TREK (5 dhak)
I AGA UTIL v1&2 {7 AGA ubll oomplation
i AOA UTIL W3 B4 (2) mors of alssve
:' MULTIBOOT- d warigus verson AN EML
138 OFFICIAL WORRBERCH 3 HARDDRIVE IRSTALLER
11 WB2 HARDOIGE FAEF B INGTALLER insiading
143 CHOSS DOS PLUS vi.1 resdwrite PC flles
i) SUFER LEAGUE J -Riled! managed gami
44 SPEAK & SPELL - sducetional sottwans for kg
(145 B0l TOPS (18 + aorvly fHMMmm
WERCHG LAND -teillant platform garars
5 ACTION REPLAY VE - REW UPF DATE T W4
GIGER TALT very plepable 255 colour tedriz
2 FATAL-BLOW raw STREET-FIGHTERN 3 cloew
- PNDY CRAWFORD Wodf [2 dish) laies relsass
[l IWFESTATION (1 Smk) The citimaied AGA demn
SO CRAAWFORD Yol il (2dish) amnzing
19 NBED TMACKER AGA-ultimsds demo makm
T4 MAGEC WE EXTRA vl | & 2 (Jelak]
1188 G BEAUTIES Wal [11-18) B mors girl disk
B FRIDAY AT B anetbai billlesn ADA Samos
I8 RS AR MUL TIVERION AGH pic wiewing will
1182 ALIEN FREKTE 2 player bisaling +powss g
H" TIME SEMGLIAL (fak]) BFACE BALL T
L MASQUERADE 2dish brilan puzcis games
R0 AN JAM B H ooat B daona [2diak]
03 EXPLIAIT 2 DERG new afteic welicons,
i COMPLER QRICIN Jiak raqube 2 dekeive
i TREASURE OF TUTANKHABLIN. sductalon Tool
L00LOVE 2 ol bh-simiply beiliana DEROS
L AGA UTIL 7 & 8 (3 disk) Mo WEEFUL util

| gu=an
-ldinaﬂ MLISIC 3 SURVIVE Zdisk B axcelisnt
AQAT: mr O'ﬂm
ALAITY MAVE MAXIMLUM 1| [Rdmki
AGAITE CHANNEL I ISEUE | [ADA] {2dak]
AGA basa disk migazines. RECOMMEND
AGA gigd mBgazing 10pi. demimusie
AfAE WORKBENCH BACKINMOR YOL 3
AGAZES DE-LUNE MONDPOLY: Board game v addicted
AGAES DONKEY KOMG Arcade clessic commmion
AGAIET BOWRA PAC Evyssmiy good 10 play

ALAE RDCKET 2 will Seep undergroond brilan
graphic. sven bemer with 3 player
AQAD BCAABBLE Now fully run on sl Amigs
AGAMND MAGIC WB VI Dewg of wersion ¥
AGADD TUTAMKHAM N(2} Edocmtion-Egyplian MUY
AGAMNT PAMLA ANDERSOM. (2] 18 only BayWaich Babe
AGA3D BODYSHOP ¥ [3) mons bikind Bates
AGASE TIREIONE lﬂ'] ViGood rlpm: L LS
AGAMT DENTAWDILF
AGAINA MAKIS -H-Dr whime -hlll AGA graphic oo do
AGAT1D FEARE [2dp dooms clone dema
AGATIZ SMX (3d) FantmBc woese pugsis
AGATT] RAM A&M THE TASTE DEMO vefy witkil dema.
AGAITS ILEX MYSTEC, New AGA deman
AGATPT KLOWIHKE 3 {daigk) Ha regere & 2meg
+wen anhs have & Enl of 25 cards for sbove,
AGAITE HOT-BABE ¥ (2] MUET BE OVER
AQAITFI HOT-BABE 3 (2] 18
AGAITI HOT-WRARE 7 (3] BEFORE
AGASI HOT-BABE 4 (2] DORDER ANY
AGAJTS HOT-WABE % (3] OF THE HOT-BABE PACK
Hurstred o quallly bagk whb ioon b bach drop
AGATIRS DESE-TOP WAGIE- 12 srsmaied soreen Hanksr
AGAIES WAR OF THE WORLDS -lull 30 gassa
AGAJND FEAR 3 Brlleed 30 graphic games like
AGAIET FEEET Amiga version of Bpetirum girmei
AGATNE CHLD MURDE R4 ®oror graphic advenbere
AGAISD FEAR W -Briam 30 game play jus) ke
DOOE on the PC Gerreniess you impress,
AGATE] PC EMULATOR V- Liteat PG ami it
AGAANS HYPER RACE [2) Supar rucing geees
AGAAS CINDY CLAWFORD (3} narns
AQAA1T ELLE MACPHERSON {3)
AGAATT CLAUCHA SCHIFFER (3]
AGASTE B GIRLS W (3}
ATAATA GIALS GIFLY 2|
AGAATS NIKY TAYLOR (3
AGAIN T KYLIE MINOUGE (3)
AGA41S FEMALE BODY BUILDER (¥
AGAS EECELLENT CARD GAMES ] lstes!
AGAARD PONER & BLACK JACK DELUXE [JHMEQ
AGAAZT COLOUR WD maie your W moes colouriul
AGAAZT AIMKE RACERA Dwino on tha Amiga
AGAATI DAUG STORE DEMOS (#ank)
AGAA2Y DREAM WALKER [I) Damos
AGAAZE MYSTIC DEMOST) 35 sucelllent demos
AGAAZE TRIGIN 3 |7 D¥SH)L Amarsg

SEE PAGE 1 FOR MORE SOFTWARE FOR YOUR AMIGA

i PREDICTION PROGRAMS

WINNER
7| EXGELLENT GOLLECTION OF
| VARIOUS LOTTERY WINMER

HICHLY RECCMIMENDED
LETTERY | pack saly 14.95

[BUSINESS SOFTWARE]

MUCHTDD MANY TO LIST
";fih
. #
»
(7| Over 600N per 0 & ’
7 | Meny compatible with f Amipas ) y
W =
(] o dupicate of date g
:v_J’ Wiy ey to se Memu 4

RRP £3+<9 Mew PrRICE ©ONLY £29.99 .+ 10piorpse

F Y {=17V"V}_ 13
700 -1000
MW Cot Games files
(EMULATOR INCLUDED)

Available Now

Bekow new games. pack released dis i popualar demand. With any of these gamas
packs, you know exaclly what sort of games you're Buying
Like cior previcess packs. sach pack comes on 5 dsks and uging the [ates! disk
packer we can pul upio 5 games on fo one disk. So you et upto 25 top games for
only EA58. All games & instructions will run automatically when you ciick on the
l:nn Al games pack conkain dilferent games. Compatible with ALL Amigas.

4.

I\Ion CD rom owner

Thits pack is ideal for any owner who doesat own a GO rom drive and
waris a larpe amownt of the very latest software at minimal cos
These packs will be 100% update with all new or difterent software on the st
oiff every mosh. All software are packed using LHA which has 3 ratio of
appro 3-1 jup 1030 ﬂahsmnnmmmm fram the 10 disk pack), Highty
recommended a5 you will gat 3 times mon softwans per dek.

Various latest games (10 disks)......only £9.90
Various latest utilities (10 disks)......only £9.90

LA DEMOS
AND OVER

&0 EH’-IW :HAmHD {2)
HTa MADOM quIEK} {3)
01 SHOWER

BODY TALK
MARIE ER
H2a4 SABRINA SPECIAL
X285 DIE PFILKINGER

88

NEWTITLES

(GEGE ULTIAATE TOUR TENNS - (2 @i} Excellan fenmm game
GEAE DR ARKEL - [NOT WH1.3) Superh srcads sdveniors

G043 RASE THE TITANC - Geod 30 Adveniure geme

GEY PHANTOM - Exgelier shooting gemes (Deferde B4G)

GRE WACDONALAND - Brilisr garms sinis 1o Tool [not 412000
(G543 JOLHET I - Briliar CB4 gama with updmted keeiga graphecs
G534 DELLKE QGALAGA WA - The werp intect Gatmga. Highly recommesndes
CEES LAZER RACE - Good Tron hyps. erirensly sddictive o play
CEEHE TRAN-DANER SIRRILATION - Tra mosi realiniio irin sie
GEST MARTER BLASTER - KV varioes monmiers wih bomiba

CESE NNOCHDUT Minl dertry destruction, wiry sldethe

956 DURIEDN HERD - 30 draphic sdweritum simiar in Doom
Q560 NORTAL KUMOUAT 1 - Waird Bul un beai-sm-ap

Q01 OO0E MAME MAND - Superh Thnest Clons [Mana Fiy T

GERY POREN WAMLL - H you like poles e ihis 18 100 jou

OBGE LEATHAL FORMULS - Adweniue smile 1o Monkey leland
E253 BEGMNER TYFPING TUTOR

E254 WORD PUIILE PRO - Criile CrossWard putte o ol puzils
E256 WD DHEK T — Anofhes vary R sducation program

E2ST A-F COUNTRES 08 THE WORLD

EZ5A UK COLINTIES Bimiar io sbosse baf ihis i based esvirely on ERGLAND,
WALES, BOOTLAND AND MORTHERM FELARD

E2E0 BASIC ELECTACHMICE V1.5 (2 Dlak) - For slectrone fans

EJT MABBIVE GUIDE TD THE INTERMET vid

AGALS POWERDRDHD - 30 Mew Asteroids with Srillarnd graphics
AGALD L TIMATLM - The utimeie 30 Tans Dase
L1080 WEE METALLER - insaadl ARDNLVAEN] workbeneh 1o HD:

LA0E1 TURBO-CAT FAD V1.2 ot WET . J) - Crasts celaioguss
A2 TENT-ERQIKE WS (=3t WH1 %) - The vary istanl sordorocessar mith apsil
ehacker. This i the full version, highly meommended

LB s EA Y 2060 - Lise el jusi ke o sl diary

Lo TOTAL BELPS - Dk rogazine §

LITDRE NEW CHEAT DHER VI1 (2 disks] - inclutes seme games. Fa
UA0TE LILTRS ACCOUNT - Asather wery oo scoounts progrem
UROTT PAD LOTTEAY §6 - The vafy lses! & beal lofery progrem
UiE PR GREYHOUND - Liks Pro Gaméie i for dogs

UNOTE AUTO STERED GRAM Vi - Latest iagic sye gensrsior

U ELECTRADMIC ADDRTES BOOK

U022 FAD FOOTEALL 1.5 {7 Foothadl predicier Bk Pro Gamisle
U023 AEMDATE - Ramdndsr for issporien dates

H26 MA MA EAFALY DAYS
m mE m NZE KATHY LLOYD U BHAPE BHIFTER WIL1 - Tha wary lseal Mac smulitsr
KO M MAID WS MESEY S50 1 - The Ietes] PCo-Amige disk conyarber
ENCLUNTER %39 CACENBAR L UL 5 ot AL . s s oo 0
HIF MAYFAIR UNOET SOFT MEMOR'Y - Double your oompeter memory, This warsie dods not
& 1005 of real life document of UFD sight- X33 UTOPIA (4 DISKS) requEre WD) or MWL, Give s 8 ¥y, recosmented
kidnapping & Animal mutilation & marny :ﬁ GIRLS 'l;‘-lﬂl =1 WMIZE MAAGEC USER INTERFACE V3.1 - Upsiae 1o veraion 1.3
®. Vary intarasting raad. 8 Disk H' D"!*! £5.99 K70 GON GON GIAL e . e st il
. X71 TINA SMALL : oy
e g Hoi CINDY CALENDAR '658 W01 900 AMIGA GAMES HINTS & CHEATS i (7 Diska)
®O6 HOT BABE 1 U037 VRS CHECKEN VBT [not WEN.T) - Latest
X897 HOT BABE 2 it
OB HOT BABE 3 e e
108% i docurmeied casss on UFD sghtags HOT BABE & ¢ 5
Bl sbchuchar, carie maidation B surry more L

"-'1* Narwy with phelas m bach s Be dar, jome
R are &5 :ﬁ:r!l iy releasid rcendy by b

@ disk pack only £8.99

X105 ELLE MACPHERSOMN
X106 GI..AI-IDIA. SCHIFFER
FOH ALL CAFID GAME FANG

narooave ] ;
soiskorve | HARDWARE PHO]ECT [{]]
i pimi Bl Possi . Blach Jach, Sgsde

Doubler
Prminon, Softaire, Brioge, Kiondiks sic. e o 1 i i b et o o WD o Tk dcoens ol prosech BCEng O s 07 op 500 o i o £15 el 157 HD o powt AGE
A Thin ek & 3 el 4 Asaress Dwisbusy Wﬂ‘lﬁﬁmm 1300 Put o ASEEAMNONUIN i  bmveescane Fo s i 30 Ut L P s v o our B
L 14 A SHRY Wy A 2 Pocie Moce 5y Ao o i s o L vt o sh g .3 i ok vy £

Esch puck; todow wil 1 1 thabol when ungasciesd
{Wery manp i epac vim ook 5 ew budone|

MAGIC WB EXTRA PRCK (01-17)
MAGIC WS EXTRA PACK [13-4) 2...

ACAZY lelager WEE 1 Tha knesd Magsr WE e A 1200
LS Mgy WBL 1.1 s i for Tea ASIN 1 DAS00pIG
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events

IN ASSOCIATION with

SUPPURTED by

theyER

Thve Webdridyg.co.uk

CO-SUPPORTED by

AMIGA ACTION
ACORN USER
GANEPRD
GO ROM NOW
GO POWERPLAY
SONYPRO

MACALTION OPENING TIMES

\PEBN _Friday 17 May 10am - Gpm

::'.'::.:" Saturday 18 May 10am - Gpm
Sunday 19 May 10am - 4pm

Ticket HOTLINE: 01369 707766

Check our web site on: http://www.idg.co. lllllln
or email us on: ilive@Idg.c0.uk
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THE FINANCIAL TIMES GROUP

The Total

fisit Internet Live on 17 - 19 May 1996 at Wembley
Exhibition Centre and discover an Aladdin’s cave of the

most stunning aspects of the Internet and all it has to
ffer.

Whether you are connected or looking to get hooked
up, the show provides you with a unique opportunity to
unravel the mystery of the Internet and become part of
the action, its your chance to explore, test, evaluate,
wmpare and find exactly what it can do for you.
Internet Live is your chance to experience an exciting
mix of interactive features, free seminars, presentations,
‘advice centres, competitions and a host of special events
Gtering to your every taste and desire.

FINDING wembley

BY BRITISH RAIL

located between Marylebone and
Banbury on the Chiltern Line.
Wembley Central Station
located on the Euston to Milton Keynes

: Adult tickets QTY
and Northampton Line.
Child tickets QTY
BY UNDERGROUND Family tickets QTY

(T Adults + 7 Children wnder | 6)
Wembley Park Station

located on the Metropolitan and
Jubilee Lines.

Wembley Central Station
located on the Bakerloo Line.

Card No
Full Name of Cardholder

Hr/Mrs/Ms Initials
BY BUS ;
Business Name (if any)
The 83, 224, 226 and 197 services run por
between Wembley Park and Wembiey by
Central, with the 83 stopping at
the Complex. ) S e e

IT°5 MORE THAN JUST AN EXHIBITION, it’s a complete experience

EXPERIENCE THE INTERNET - touch it, feel it and experience the
delights of surfing the WEB

WEB VIEW THEATRE - the coolest web sites...ever!

WEB CAFE - relax, unwind and surf

MODEM SHOOT-OUT - the fastest modems right here

SOFTWARE ON-LINE - get to grips with the latest Internet software
EDUNET - learn with the Internet, a must for parents, teachers and children
THE WEB HELP AND ADVICE CENTRE - confused and dazed? Don't
worry the WEB Magazine’s experts are here to help solve your Internet problems and
get you back on track to the super information highway

SERVICE PROVIDER GALLERY - test and compare prices from the top
providers.

ADULT ZONE - experience the extraordinary, weird and bizarre... sorry, over
185 only!

FREE SEMINARS - loads of seminars covering a host of topics about the

Internet and much more.

\\'tmbllfsudlﬂmﬁlﬂun r--------————-—-----—--
Don't delay, avoid the queues boeok your fast track entry tickels today.
Internet LIVE! PO Box 9, Dunoon, Argyll PA23 8QQ

Simply complete and return this coupon: Please supply: (USE BLOCK CAPS)

@ £7 per ticket = sub-total £
@ £5 per ticket = sub-total £
@ £10 per ticket = sub-total £

Total £

| enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to INTERMET LIVE to the value of £
Please charge my ACCESS/VISA/BARCLAYCARD

Expiry date
Date __

Surname

# ABCDEFGHI|ELAN:




Contents
System News

Andy Maddock looks at all that's new in the Amiga games world,
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news

By Andy Maddock

Alien’s on
the Internet

Computers, not porn

ollowing our preview of the excellent
Capital Punishment, we received a let-
tet frorm Mr Siemsen from Scotts Valley in
the United States of America, and he
wasn't too happy with the cut-out
image of the bare-breasted warrior.

“Although | usually enjoy your arficles in Amiga
Computing. the review on Capital Punishment was
offersive. | am not sure who was responsible for
displaying the "bare breasted warrior’ picture (what
kind of programmers do we have out there,
anyway 7). but it all points to the area of hypocrisy.

We complain that the Amiga is not doing well
because of piracy, mis-management, etc. but as
long as there is a constant degrading of women,
and exploitation of children, In Amiga software, we
have dlready limited our supporters. | am a
concerned Amiga fan, and a subscriber to Amiga
Computing.

It is such a shame to see a wonderful tool, the
Amiga, used for violent and perverted playgrounds.
There are a lot of Amiga owners who don't bathe in
blood or have their brains between their legs. | am

Last month we set a competition called "Hey
look, I'm Noel Gallagher”. We have adlready had a
couple of entries, and remember there are
games are up for grabs as well as a special sound
product worth around £100. We won't fell you
what it is - we'll just mention it's been lying around
at the bottom of our cupboard for a good few
months and nobody has used it. 5o it's yours if you

System awards

Over the next couple of months we will be covering a feature to find the search for the greatest Amigal
game ever, All we want you to do is fill in the following form and write down some answers - just 1
register your vote. Have your say in the great Amiga game debate.

THE GREAT AMIGA GAME DEBATE

I 2 il [ s I R AT SIS L LT S et AL I B L TN L . AR T e e S

Best Software HOUSE BVEI: ........ccocciiiiiniiiiinininssinns

MO s e s e R
s T O SR T B A AT ST e A SR S
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Send to: Amigo Computing. Amiga gome debate, Media House, Adlington Pork. Mocclesfleld SK10 4MP

L] Tick this box if you do not wish fo recelve any promotional literature
I I B D N D I D S DS S N O

Hey look, I'm really Liam Gallagher

.............................................................. EriraE R R
................................................................................
..................................................................................

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

tempted to ask for a refund of my subscription, bul
you are the only connection | have to the Amigg
Wordd.”

I'm somry you feel that way Mr Siemsen. It may have
been slightly childish on owr part fo present o©
readers with such a full-on image of this charactef
We feel that sexism will never be completely wiped
clean from Amiga Software.

Think back to the early days of computel
software such as Barbarian on the Amiga. The bo
clearly presented a damn near naked woman
slaving fo a huge muscular Barbarian., And wha
about the Leisure Sult Lamy series. An adventure
game whereby the whole object was fo fake
advantage of women.

Times have changed and maybe it is fime fo s
these things wiped clean from computer games
What does everybody else think? White fo us at
usual address. Meanwhile, you can read an infef
view with Alexander Pefrovic the producer off
Capital Punishment and see what he has fo sa
about it on page 90 this month.

can write a decent song - whather it's just lyric
you playing guitar piano, whatever. Anything
goes. We'd also like to thank the people who
have already enfered and mention that all the
entries we have received so far are superb. We've
decided to extend the final date because we are
sure we will be receiving even more, so once
again... Come onl



S0 what have all you Amiga
gamesters got to look forward to over
the next few month. We'll tell you...

Championship Manager 2 - we're stil
waiting for some news on this. The last
we heard was that is was put back
yet another month so it looks like we
may hear something around mid April

NBA Jam Tourmament Edition - this
fumoured to be coming out on
the Amiga - who knows? More
information next month. We promise,

legends - this adventure-like game
from Guildhall Leisure should be wing-
Ing its way into these pages next
month,

Tetal Football - this is another arcade
football game courtesy of Domark,
githough | haven't heard anything for
gges 5o don’t hold your breath.

Afrophy - OTM are
back to release the
long-awaited shoot-
em-up - Atrophy.
let's hope it's as
good as Watchtower

Alien Breed 3D - after the preview this
month we should also have this next
month - wait and see.,
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XTR Data Disk - also from Guildhall is the reviewable
version of the data disk for the excellent XTR,

New games! Ooh, they’ll all come out

Capital Punishment - we 'l have this for you next month, and the
whole game will be on show at The World of Amiga show on
13-15 April if you fancy going 1o see it
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2 - we did a pre- [~ WECRLY T INANCE STRATENENT —

view on this excit- s R g —
ing new release :

from Alternative
Software a while
ago and we're still
waiting for the
whole thing.
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hints & tips

Thought we'd
forgotten?
At last we

give you the

next part of
our solution

Alright! So we may be a little bit late with this sec-
ond part of the complete solution. It's only
because it's taken us this long to actually get any-
where. No, we're only kidding - we're really
amazing at games and we complete them in
hours. So there.

You notice the coupon Inside the comic has
been removed. Use this with the soggy coupon
from the plane to view the plans and code for the
pocket rocket, enabling you to work out Skip's
message.

Now go and find a waterfall and
then head east where you'll
come across the ape. Go
south at this point and
you’'ll come upon the
missionaries. Speak to
Mary Lou and find out
how she communicated
with the pygmies. Before
you leave you must give
the banana to the monkey in
the middle and then take the
coconut from him. Now go back to the
ape and insult him which, quite bizarrely, wil
involve him disappearing. After the log bridge
you will find some wasps buzzing over
a flower, so hoover them up using the
vacuurmn cleaner, pick up the flower
and confinue to head east. As you
approach the carvings you'll hear a
noise and you must hide behind the lit-
tle hole. You wil see two women

appear and they will talk briefly before a stoneg
slides across your hiding place. You will then find
yourself in what looks like a dungeon. One of the
men present will give you a glove puppet. Faye
will then appear and she will relecse you
because you are needed to rescue the princess

You must now walk around the pool and go
west and you'll be at the entrance to the castle
If you continue along the path you'll find yoursalf
at the pinnacle. Now you must head towards

Trader Bob's,
When you get there you must offe
Bob the flower you picked:
earlier and he'll return thel
favour by giving you a net
=¥, Now go back into the
5 :
4_;# jungle and give Spa
=, the comic book in retum
LY ' for a file.
I = If you go south you will bel
* able to get a banana from:
a tree, and then you must ga
back to the pinnacle and intd
the jungle, heading east until you
reach the waterfall. Use your net to capture
beetle and then go and find the missionaries:
Swap the file for the dictionary and go back to
Trader Bob's and then swap the perfume for
scissors.

On your way out, talk to the witch doctor and
you will discover that he needs some stuffto ¢
rashes. Give him the vacuum and he’ll fake ou
and use the wasps, then break the coconut and
give him the milk contained inside. Get a flo
fromn Floda and give it to the sloth who will start fo
eat it, whereupon you can use the scissors fo ¢
some of his hair off. Now you can go back and
give it to the witchdoctor so he can make
cure.

Once you have this, go back to the jungle ang
find Bud. He will pay you for the rash cure. Buy
record at Trader Bob's with your moneay then ga
back to Floda and talk to the receptionist - yal
must tell her you are the fumigator so she can lé
you in. If you walk north towards the library you



find sorme money under a cushion. Use the record
on the record player to reveal a hidden lift.
Forget about this for now and go through into the
kitchen, and after talking to the cook, give him a
banana which he will take away with him. Take
the Cheeze Bitz and dog food from the kitchen
ond take the east exit into the sleeping quarters.
Open the mailsack and take out the letter to
Private John. Now you must open the locker and
take the toy. Go back to the library and get in the
ift, and once it descends you must open the first
door into the warehouse, Take the tin opener
from one of the boxes. Now walk up the corridor
and give the letter to the guard who will allow
you to go into the rooms he was guarding. Go
into the first room and remember one of the mes-
sages on the table. Leave this room and go into
the other, and look at the roster to find out that
the guard is guarding Frank’s office, and
that Henry is going to the kitchen
for kitchen duty. Outside this
om you will meet Klunk
‘who will tell you that he
was created by the &
Mad Doctor. Ignore
him for now. .
Eo into the next
foom and tell the soldier
colled Henry that he has -
kitchen duty and that he .
should see Colonel Jackson, with

guarded office. Use your knife on the book on the
Moble to prise the book open and discover the
key inside. Go back though the door and down
the stairs, through the lab and upwards and you'll
come to a cell door. Open it to rescue Princess
Azura

Go into the foyer and take the pencil from the
vacant receptionist’'s post. Use the mannequins
1o hide yourself and then ask Azura about the
code and she’ll do it all for you.

Now you must give the toy you picked up ear-
lier to the dog, who will be nice and content as
you open the door of the shed. You can’t open

Mith ot 1 3
furn hura ] to The

dinosaur

‘which he’ll disappear. Now you can access the

i':n_:l-.‘ << I should

toviland|find a wav
outta here:
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the box inside so head back to the Amazon
Fortress where you will be given a horn-like
device. At this stage The Prof turns up and insists
that Joe must go to Sloth Island. So off you go.

When you arrive at the pinnacle, head
towards the jetty. The ferryman/freaper will ask for
some bait so he can fish properly. Give him the
beetle and he’ll take you over to the island in
return,

When you get to the island, go into the temple
and you'll see a statue and some empty storage
space, next to which there is an entrance - cne
of which you should go through. Take away all
the bones which are left when you move the
decomposed bodies. Now you can go back to
the other room and put together a new skeleton
in the relevant compartments. Put the arm which
is left on the statue, put a coin in the slot, and pull

the arm. Go to the entrance and you’ll fall
down the hole. If you leave the
room you wil have to go
through the right-hand door
A and head northwards.
Cross the bridge and talk
zombie-type
things until you persuade
them to open the tomb.
Now you can pick up the
bandages. The women will
then disappear. Open up the
tomb and take the crown. Cut the
vines to repair the pulley, then mave it and you'll
see a big drop which you must fall down.

When you get up, use your knife to scrape
some sap off the vine and head towards the
fountain head, pick up the blue stone, and walk
past the lever into a room looking down onto a
guy trapped in a cage.

And we’ll leave you to see if you can figure out
the last bit because we're not going to let you
cheat all the way. Come on! Put some effort in.
Alright - If you get really stuck we may be per-
suaded to print the last part which you can put
together with our previous parts and make a nice
little bocklet. Ahh.
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review

Reviewed by Andy Maddock

Watch

Two explosions over the top of each other. Suraly that's not possible

e previewed this game lost issue and if  majority of gamesplayers. One of the all fima
§ you've ever played Commando at  greats was Commando - and it wasn’t because
L the arcades then you'll know of the technology at that particular time, |
L exactly what Watchtower was all to do with competition. Yo

Is based upon. could crowd a good six or seve

A lot of companies struggle people around an arcadd
to get o foot-hold In machine who could guite
the computer indusfry happily take it In furns fo f
because they tend to to take the top spot on thel
launch an original Idea high score table, and |
which will only appeal o a you did manage it yo
minority of gamesplayers, would be rewarded wi
and that certainly isn’f instant fame and popularl
where the money is. The best with your mates and the bird
possible advice | could give to a Er only kidding - because youl
software development team s take mates will probably give you a goo
the simple ideas and Inflict new technology kicking in the car park for being 'too good|
upon them. This will undoubtedly appeal to the  Although the bit about the birds is true. CyberAris

OTM

DEVELOPER

CyberArts

PRICE
£29.95

2

HD INSTALL

Yes

SUPPORTS

All Amigas

The briefings screen will inform you of
what you have to do, so listen up! screen. If you get shot once you've had it

You have te dodge every single bullet on the
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Speed test

One of the main down peints to these games can
be the amount of sprites In the screen. In the later
levels when there are more foot soldiers and big-
ger tanks, there is a lot happening on screen all at
once. Thankfully, Watchtower doesn’t slow down
one bit - and that was on a standard A1200.
Each of these soldiers takes two hits to kill and
each tank, helicopter or bunker takes a good 10
accurate shots to destroy. However, when you do
demolish buildings there will be power-ups waiting

Look at those trees. Green aren’t they? See if
you can shoot a rabbit or something, er, | mean
don't do that... ever!

the Finnish development team, are the master-
minds behind it and are responsible for the out-
standing explosions and effects. These are truly
superb and although they don't make a game,
they cerfainly add to the atmosphere.

As far as plots go it's the same old story. You
are in big demand to help defeat some over-
powernng nation somewhere and your job is to
face thern and basically blow them off the face
of the Earth with your pistol... hmm,

It's a sort of heroic story and if you manage
fo fulfil it you will be living in luxury and swimming
in money for the rest of yvour life. So there's
absolutely no prassure on you whatsoever.

There are six missions where you must take on
the enemy which are all based over different ter-
rains such as the desert, jungle and city. Each
one has a varied amount of baddies and end-of-

for you such as grenades, a shotgun or simply
energy - all of them will help you in your mission at
the end of the day. Each mission Is topped off with
end-of-level guardians which are not so easy to
destroy because you have fo dodge flying missiles
as well as ground fire. It all boils down to reactions
- you must be able to react quickly with the joy-
stick while continually pressing fire. The enemy’s
bullets are bright yellow and move pretty slow so
you shouldn’t have a problem until later on.

If you collect that power-up you will
receive a huge big gun which will allow
you to shoot more people. Hoo-ray!

level guardians. The best parts of the graphics are
almost certainly the backgrounds and explosions.
The animation is smooth and the sound effects
suit the action perfectly.

However, where Watchtower excels is in its
playability. It's just like taking a trip down to the
arcade fo battle out o good few hours of
Commando

¢ Watchtower

excels in its
playability. It’s
Just like taking
Q frip down 1o
the arcade to
pattle out @
good few
hours of
Commando 9

What do you mean “one of™.
I'm the best me - I'm the
best in the world me. D' yer
wanna fight or summat?

| can see people complain-
ing that the originality of the
top down, blast-'em-up has
been lost - although | don't
really care. If you enjoyed
Commando you'll enjoy this.
All you have to do is wear a
ridiculously woolly jumper
along with some tight
frousers and some bright
white socks, stick some 10p’s
in your pocket and stand up
and play Watchtower - thot
should bring back some
memaories for all you kids out
there!
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GAMEPLAY

OVERALL

PUBLISHER

NCR Software
DEVELOPER

Nevada
PRICE

£10

HD INSTALL

|Mi

No
SUPPORTS

AS500/A1200

L |

This, readers, is the afterlife.

Strangely familiar, isn't it?
he story: Charlie J. Cool is cool. A bit
obvious, but the instructions remind
me of this fact every few seconds, so0
I'll remind you. He's cool. He wears
sunglasses all the time to prove how
cool he is, He reads a newspaper called the Cool
Times. He's stupid, And following an unfortunate
pianc meets head incident, he's also quite dead.
Finding himself in some sort of weird limbo, he
meets God and readlises he’s been grim reapered
too soon as they don't know if he's Heavenbound
or going down. The only way to sort things out is
for him to travel through Midway. At the end of
this quest, he'll have proved himself worthy of
Heaven or Hell and everything is hunky dory. So,
God swings open the door and shoves Charlie
intoe Midway. What wonders await our hero? A
platform game. That's what the aofterlife Is like,
apparently, Something to look forward to, eh?
So, yes, it's not teribly criginal, but then what is
these days? Basically, you've got seven realms of
Midway to plough through, with four levels in
aach, In each leveal, find a key and geat to the far
right-hand side of the level to proceed. Each
successfully completed level sweeps your brow
with a special password-shaped duster, there are
power ups to fiddle with, and special bonus rooms
lurk about the place like great big lurking things.
All well and good. But what unique tfrousers
does this game wear to make it stand out? Well,

I bet you wish that you
were this cool, don't you?

Look out for that spike, Charlie. You've only got
two lives left, and we don't want you to die

Secret lemonade
drinker

In accordance with EC platformm game law,
Charlie J. Cool features secret rooms. But, unlike
most games, you can’t actually see the rooms.
Whereas most games leave little clues - a sec-
tion of lightly coloured wall, a platform tha
leads nowhere - Charlie’s rooms are invisible,
Unless you find a special icon that reveals their
locations. Not a bad idea but, personally, half
the fun of a platform game Is working out where
the secrets are. Take that pleasure away and it
makes the game even less fun. -

remember that you must prove Charlie to bel
good or bad enough to go to Heaven or Hell, In
each level there are creatures who are out ta
bite your eyelids and generally hurt you, and
there are some who want to be your friend. KiF
baddies and your karma goes up. squish yous
sicky mates and karma is lost, At the start of eac
level a meter shows you how you're faring karma-
wise and the content of the last level depends on
whether or not you're good or evil. Which is nice,
Apart from that though, it's an idea free zone.
There are, however, some bad points. Bad
points which rampage through the good points

Charlie tries to hide from my cruel comments.
Come out, you fool, | love you really.



like some crazy bison. First up is the satanic stingi-
ness with lives, Three hits and that's it. Game Over.
You can pickeup extra lives, but they're few and
for between, Admittedly, this isn't a huge hard-
ship as the game isn‘t overtly difficult, but
combined with the other flaws in Charlie’s sack of
badness it's enough to cast doubts on the
game’s worthiness.

Flaws like the lack of a continue option. Every
ime it's Game Over (affer only three hits), you
have to retype the password and start the level
again. This soon leads fo aggravation, especially
os the collision detection can sometimes seem
a litfle wanton. And the ironic cherry on top is
fhat to play the final level you have to play
through the whole game without using pass-
words, That's 28 levels on only three lives. It had
better be worth it.

Now after those gripes it might sound like I'm
slagging the game off. Well, actually, | am. But |
don’t want to. Underneath all those poinfless
annoyances lies a pleasant platformer - it might
not change the world but it's fun. At least for a
while. In fact, it reminded me of that golden Team
17 oldie, Superfrog. Very similar level layouts, simi-
lar controls, similar objectives. The only difference
5 that Superfrog was covered in nice shiny
playable bits, whereas Charlie J. Cool is covered
in niggly bits that make you grumpy. It is cheap. at

Even Charlie get’s so frustrated that he simply
stops everything and reads the paper

only a tenner, but even this doesn’t make up for
the fact that after an evening spent in the
company of Charlie J. Cool | wanted to tear my
hair out and smother him with it.

Mushrooms,
hovering coins,
yes it's platform
clichés all round

Giant springs
send you
shooting into the
air, usually to
land on a spike
or some simliar
trauma

Charlie J. Cool is only
available via mail order
Send a cheque for £10.

made payable fo Neil

Cousins, lo
NRC Software Inc

131 Gunnersbury Avenue
Acton, London
W3 BLE

¢ There are,
however,
some bad
points. Bad
points which
rampage
through the
good points
like some
Crazy bison »

If you're a fan of platform
games and simply can’t
sleep until you've played
them all, then a tenner is a
small price to pay. However,
if you're a highly strung per-
son, avold this game like the
plague. Despite it's pleas-
ant, if rather dull, gameplay,
this is strictly for masochists
who love to be frustrated to
the point of combustion. A
pity really, as deep within
lurks something quite good.
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This latest
Amiga
offering just

proves that
Qasis aren’t

the only ones
making it big
across the
Atlantic
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ast month we covered a praview ver-
sion of Capital Punishment - the no
holds barred beat-"em-up created by
clickBOOM, the development team
derived from a 25vear old, Toronto-
based graphic design company by the name of
Pxl Camputers

Capital Punishment’'s producer Alexander
Petrovic, formed his team from experts in the fields
of programming, art and music In 1994,
Commodore’s saga was unfortunately taking its
toll but clickBOOM braved through the storms and
carred on with their project, not knowing what the
future would hold

They were designing graphics until around
midnight and if they weren’t happy with them
they wouldn't pack everything up and go to bed,
they would work through the early hours of the
morning because the job required dedication -
and If ganyone has the dedication it's clickBOOM,

The whole purpose was to create 'ultimately
playable video games that would bring
everytning good about the arcades to home
computers, Namely, the Amiga.

spoke to Alexander Petrovic to find out more

on his quest to bring the world's greatest flighting
game to our screens. | began by enquiring about
what his job entails: "Before we started work, my
job was to find the talents that would produce a
high guality action game.” He continued: "since

You can see here how the various frames of the
bare-breasted warrior have been strung together

then my job has been the development of new
Ideas, solutions for problems, and finally to ensLira
the quality of every aspect in the game.”

| heard about Capital Punishment about three
or four months ago. but Alex explained it had
actually been in production almost a year and a




Why Capital Punishment?

‘whan Mm"-ﬂi_ﬂawntoﬁsthw and fry fighting cerfainly wasn't our fist choice. Or ot

iwmﬂmwamnuwgmmm
could control a
bunch of Commandos

RAMBO, MAN!!

Consequently, Capital
~ bomn,

This is show for the world to find out about us, and that's
;’;::":; o when we belleve we were officially established as

whmf: the a developing team.”
graphics Before the Amiga show, not everything was
artist wasn't running to plan. "On the first day of the show, after
particularly the president of Amiga Technologies. Petro
happy with...  Tyschyschenko, addressed the public, our stand
had been covered with beautiful 'clickBOOM’
posters, although we didn't have a single Amiga
on which to show Capital Punishment because
our equiprment hadn’t turned up.” He continued:
e "we managed to borrow one from an employee

changed it to ©Of an Interested company and just as we

this which, as managed to connect everything up., Mr

you can see, Tyschyschenko paid us a visit, we showed him the

:‘;‘ H";;:"""" demo, and he was very impressed - especially

cialon after hearing that it worked perfectly on a
unexpanded Amiga A1200.

nalf. “We are paying attention to a lot of detail so
that it would be playable and long-lasting.”
Alexander believes their big break came at
the "World of Amiga® show in Toronto last
December. "Although we started working back in
1994, only a few people knew about us. | felt that
exposure at such an early stage would slow us
down, so we waited until the World of Amiga

After the president of Amiga Technologies visited,
the public began to spark interest. By the end of
the day, we were giving away free demo disks to
all who wanted them. On the Sunday we had a
Caopital Punishment tournament. Two brothers
managed to reach the final, with cne emerging
victorous affer seven rounds. He will receive a
free copy of the game once it's available in

¢ The purpose
was TO create
ulrimarely
playable
videos games
that would
oring every-
'I'hmg good
ApouUr The
arcaades 1o
nome
compurers ¢




feature

Eighteens only

Two of
clickBOOM's
developers
are actually
kick boxers,
S0 you can
see how
accurately
they have
drawn the
moves

stores.” Following the feedback they received Capital Punishment passed with flying colours.”
from everyone involved, Alexander saw the show  Obviously. in Canada the games market is cer
as a valuable experience. "It gave us an opportu-  tainly not what it used to be - especially with the
nity to talk to players and, as a result, we were Commodore episode - so | asked about the
able to gain some valuable input as to what the games scene over there. "At present, most Na

public would like to see Iin the final version. American computer users do not have the slight
Moreover, the show served as a testing ground for  est idea what the Amiga is. We don't redlly have
software bugs, and we are happy to say that many Amiga storeshere anymore. Since Toronto Is

Stopping piracy




uppercut no.

You can see
here how the
designers have
used wire frames
to base their
characters on

@ big city we are lucky to have several Amigo
stores, but in any smaller town, Amiga hardware

Nielection Is non-existent, If they do need a plece
of software or hardware they really don't
need stores on every comer - they will find their
product and rmail-order it,”

In my opinion. Capital Punishment is already
Woking outstanding. and clickBOOM are already
considering moving onto other formats such as
the PC, Piaystation, and Saturn. “Our original plaf
wos fo have Capital Punishment on the Amiga
ond then, offer a year or 50, on othar platforms,
Ihat's how it's been done with all important
gomes developed for the specific system. After
the initial hype of sik months to one year, thay
produce a conversion for other platforms.

This seemed the right time to mention what
they thought the future may hold for them. “The

Blopic of the Amiga’s future has been the focus of
much debate. Two years ago, most people were
convinced that the Amiga would not survive a

Bear without Commodore. Well, here we are in
1996 and that prediction has been proved false.
Ihe Amiga is alive and well, users still adore If, and
Wwe now have the best fighting game ever.”

Alexander believes there is enough talent out
there to produce plenty of gomes during the
year: "When we began our project we ignored
the scepticism that was present within the Amiga
community and decided to solely concentrate
on work. It was our opinion that the Amiga, quite
smply. could not die.”
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final uppercut

The background
Scenes are
probably the
best seen since
the Shadow of
the Beast series

| asked Alex if he had any final thoughts.
“Making games is the best job in the world for all
of us, and you can see that from the quality of
the game. However the road to Capital
Punishment was hard, but also very entertain-
ing. It's obvious how much we enjoy this work
and we will always take time to think and
produce playable and enjoyable games.”

The finished project will feature modem play,
more special effects, upgradeable moves as
you progress, sampled speech throughout the
game, and some configurable options such as
stopping the two fighters passing each other
on-screen so they can push against each other
and timed fights.

We will hopefully be able to bring you a full
review of this megdv eagerly owaited gome
very soon.

¢ Making
games Is the
pest Job in
he world for

that from |
|

Jality of the
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was clear it had been put
to one side to add to @
daota disk in the
L future, Well here it s
The editor &
i obviously the main
§ addition and you
W will be able to re-

: Gulldhall’s
disk CONSISTS
Xtreme Racing. We |

preview
excellent -
Of The E‘fleDr awarded it quite |

‘ . wo months ago
The whole T we reviewed
racer
rightty 91 per cent

L1 wil because of its excellent Sy~ design all the bound-
Oﬁd y@u ‘N'” playability and the muiti- S>> aries, computer cat
Ao TR player option. The graphics <G = Y . routes, drop down poinfs,
aiso b*ﬁ weren’'t particularly oo ' surfaces such 0OS
outstanding and fea- The love track, Woo ool cold | don't aulte know ihe road, water and
able 1o Use. § Need s, el B deekc e s s st 00 L o
ouches su
i being able to race secret paths.
Q rO pi HCS against a sheep, but The whole disk con-
this Is what made it so sists of the editor and
bOOrdS C!ﬁd unique and original. you will also be able
But with a data disk to wuse graphics
~t thoe being announced by boards and set the
S':"’]L ine Guildhall Leisure, number of colours
W we'll have to wait and even multitask
NUmMm b@r @] and see if the silliest You wil be able to
has just got sillier. design the graphics
~ i i - Usually we would- completely  rather
LOIOL”S an j n't cover a preview than just the tfracks!
Y of a data disk but we . aond will be able fo
even felt you had to know _ select palettes and
about this because it so on, There will also}
I was such a good Previewed by Andy Maddock be a full on-ine help:
mLJHNOSk , game. Basically, the Y ey os well as a quick

data disk features
some beefed up
graphics for the
A1200 and it's due to
be released soon.
So if you've got
FastRAM you're in for
an extra special
treat,

When we pre-
viewed XTR about
three -months ago
the development

teaom weren't sure
track editor and

There are a series of when the reviewable
cosmetic additions which ,  version appeared it
consist of beefier explo- e
sions, two completely new : i O
weagpons, four player joy- - iy ; " . g
stick support, saved lap 2 - 5NN g N L
times. and updated pre- e 2 ! 0 .
sentation screens. The full
tracks are Hell Below, Lurve
Land, Gotham City, Duplo
Bricks Land, and the

start guide., and fo
top It off thera
are five new pre-
defined tilesets and
object sets which
even include Elvis!

Babylon 5 World.

As | mentioned it's going
to be released prefty soon.
The finishing touches will be : : >
applied and then you can Have you always wanted to race You can also race around The scary lava ridden track
update your copy of XTR to around Lego land. Make sure Batman's home town - will be by far the most

you don't crash into any houses unfortunately Robin's nowhere exciting of tracks with

mrm"mmm - they take ages to build to be seen! monsters and things

[-\JE'-@J
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RiBBONS, INKJETS, TONERS & DISKS

Printer Ribbons
" ' 5
3 g EI_L‘ Tﬁs E hﬂmlwrlmlw !Eﬂ ﬂ' il !-E
Amstrad [INP 3000 ET L] Panasonic KXPIOROTISOMVIST 1R 2174 184 1M
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ORI MLIRY IR 192 1019 m R Star L l“lm S5 S48 93 AR

Ring for Ribbons Not Listed.

3%" Disks & Disk Boxes jets, Ink & Tone

DS/DD DSHD[ ) Camen BJ-1620 Cartridge 1754 exch
. 100 Cap. {'mtﬁﬁ]mwm 1213 :J.
10 Disks  £5 £6 | | kable | P Deskiel Cartridge (Dosble Cap) 2200 each
25 Disks  £10 £11 | HP Desklet Tri-Colour Cartridge Bl wh
50 Disks  £16 £18 Disk Box | HP Thinkjet/Quietjet Cartridge 1213 each

: I5.99 | HP Deskjet Tri-Caour © Refll 1600 cach
100 Disks ~ £29 £33 | b orders| Inkiet Refils (Trin Packs) fo Canan BJ-10720, BJ4,
250 Disks  £65 £76 | ufgips | HP Dekjet Available in Black, Cyan, Magenta, Yellow,
500 Disks £125 £148 | ] Red, Blue, Brown, Light Green, Dark Green, asd Gold,

Preformatied (MS-DOS) disks svailable t 2p extrudisk, :I:'Iﬂ I“‘Tml:l :,"" i'_m_“"r” M‘:ﬁ" :
All Disks Certified 100% Error Free gp oo pom one Carridge i

. g HP Laserjet IPANP Toner Cariridge 4500 ach
and INCLUDE FREE Labels. Ring For Inkjets & T Not Listed.

Miscellaneous Items CPU & Manitor Dust Cover .49

] Monitor Dust Cover 4.9
Rall 1006 34" Disk Labels R99 80 Column Printer Dust Cover 3
37 Diisk Cleanimg Kit 19 Amiga 500 Dust Cover Ll ]
Parallel Printer Cable (1.8m) kL. Amiga 600 Dust Cover 1.
Mouse Mat 199 Amiga 1200 Dust Cover 109

Ploass pudd £5.00 Pestage (UK saly| ~ -

Service HOTLINE Tel @115]247 N nes _DART

i 01343 250377  Ring us or send cheques to: 1}1543 25037'?
DART Computer Sevices (AN, 105 Lodon oad, Legesor LEZOFF ™z s s e

Owl Associates Ltd, Dept 437, Owl House,
- 5 The Brambles, Lichfield, Staffs WS14 9SE

il Goveramenr & Educations! ordery wiliome

-

Hatline: 01526 834020

Effigy Software Effigy Emporium Station Yard Station Road Ruskington Sleaford Lincolnshire NG34 90G
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The team selection is the same as it has

90 G0
FULL TIWE

Tottenham against Liverpool is always a game
which provides many goals - except this one

always been. You can access all relevant

team details from this screerd

PUBLISHER
Gremlin Interactive

DEVELOPER
Realms of Fantasy

I PRICE

&£tba
3

L DISKS L
HD INSTALL

1 Yes

SUPPORTS

All Amigas

a’-m-@
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months non-stop - unfortunately I'm
not kidding. | managed to take then
non-leaguers Wycombe Wanderers fo
the height of Division 1 football and when my con-
tract expired and | took on the job at Manchester
City, over the next few seasons | managed to win
every domestic and European trophy on offer. This
was the exact point | thought "Right! Where's my
socidl life gone?”

About a year later my appetite was to be dan-
gled over the freshwater lake that is Premier
Manager 2. Although underneath the same
game existed, it featured some superb match
sequences and generally it had been polished up
graphically. | didn’t spend as long on the second
vearsion, malinly baecause 1'd seen it all before and
it was just too damn hard. | managed to take
Halifax Town to Division 2 when | was offered a job

hen Premier Manager first came out |
w remember playing it for around 12

Reviewed by Andy Maddock

Premier

at my local side Stockport County and from then
on | failed miserably.

When Premier Manager 3 came along | knew
that after two previous versions, If anyone could
strike up the perfect game then it had to be
Gremilin,

So what exactly is Premier Manager 3 Deluxe?
Well, it's a like a luxury version of Premier Manager
3 because it comes with the much fabled Mult
Edit Systern which allows you to alter everything In
the game, be it team names, player names, ral-
ings. league structures - the lot. Also, the actuadl
editor has been around for some time but only
now have they decided to bundie it in with the
full packoge.

| think a Premier Manager 4 version of
the game isn't the answer because surely
Gremilin would be pretty hard pushed fo find
completely new ways of presenting the some
football simulation. Consequently, | think the right




{ All change

The Multi Edit System is based along the same lines
as the actual game. The icons appear at the foot
of the screen and you can cycle forward and
bockward through the various values by the left
aond right mouse buttons. In all you can edit the
tearmns, managers, kits, players, ratings, ground
capacities, ticket prices, ground name, safety rat-
ings, and league tables, and you can even
edit how long you’ll be out for a broken arm. You
can also edit your start position so you don't
have to begin your career in the conference -

The main menu can be configured as much as
you like by changing the background colour

idea was updating all the information and re-
releasing it, so if you haven't already got it you
con buy the whole updated game, although if
you already have it you could invest in the Mult
Edit Systern and update it yourself - ifyou have .
the time.

There are no additions to the actual man-
ogement side itself - the new 95/96 teams
are the only addition. For instance, you will

As you can see, Liverpool are unusually
placed around mid-table - although they'll
probably still win the championship

you can zip straight to the top in the Premier
League. The whole systern is reclly easy, efficient
and user friendly because you can swap players.
Usually in editors you have to enter all the new
data via the keyboard which would take
absolutely years, although in PM3 MES two teams
appear on screen and you can select with the left
mouse button and swap with the right. it's that
simple. If you con navigate the actual menus
in the game you'll be able to update the
information.

g

O R
f ran

The telephone is the
manager's best friend. All
your transfer information
and contracts are here

Vianager

Look even
the ticket
prices are
correct

now find Juninho at Middlesbrough, Asprilla at
Newcastle, McAteer at Liverpool, and all the
updated league structures and rules. On your
substitution bench you can have three outfield
players and sacrifice the goalkeeper entirely from
the team, therefore If your keeper gets injured or
has to take an early bath you will have no other
choice than to stick an outfield player in goal
Considering how well Steve Nicol did for Sheffield
Wednesday and Vinny Jones for Wimbledon, |
woulcn't bother,

6 It's like a
luxury version
of Premier
Manager 3
pecause it
comes with
tThe fabled
Multi Edit
System o

You can oulput any of
these screens to the
printer so you can look
over your team’s perfor-
mances in great detail

Right, | am going to award
this game on the merits
of the package itself, not as
a sequel to the original
Premiler Manager 3 because

it's no different. Do not
buy this whatever you do if
you already own Premier
Manager 3. Otherwise go
out and buy one today!

s/ |
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he first Alien Breed was a phenomenal

success leaving gamesplayers gasping

for air = and not only this as last month
| it was awarded "Best Doom clone on

the Amiga’ when we compared them
gll to find out the true champion

Finally an early version of the sequel has
arived and we can now answer a question
which has plagued computer journalists for years.
Are sequels as good as originals?

some may argue that the developers have
dipped their toes In the water and tested the
temperature, so they now know if they should put
it back in. Some find it just right, some find it far
too hot. (That's a good analogy - | just made it
up.) If the temperature is just right a sequel may
be in order, although this may stray away from
the original too much, producing not so much a
sequel but an entirely new game, To the other

You can see from this screenshot that the graphics are better than Doom on the PC or Playstation

Previewed by Andy Maddock

extremne, they may want to keep the basics of
the original game and just add some features
here and there, so the sequel may not warrant
a full release. It's a difficult job to manage a
sequel but If someone can do it it's got to be
Team 17,

You are stil Captain J T Reynolds from _Alien

Will you be able
to make the
jump or not?
That's the
question. I
haven't
managed it yet,
but it's possible

©Oh no, those
big beasts are
gonna come
around the
corner any
second and I'm
not ready

— - - -

I' May 1986



E bll_a.- W l

preview

Right! I'm soaking wet
through and my gun's gone all
funny on me. What do | do?

Breed 3D and have awoken on
the medical bay of the glant
battlecruiser which was sent fo
destroy your previous vessel
Osiris 3. This giant battlecruiser
is. in fact, an alien spaceship.

After hunting around you find
a teleporter which Instantly
transports you to a nearby
planet. You then re-appear
in what seems like a courtyard
with crumbling monuments hid-
ing an dlien base. Your job is to
explore and then deastroy,

As with every Doom game, the norm is for your
weapon to dangle feebly at the foot of the
screen - and Allen Breed 3D 2 is no exception. The
guns have been beefed up so much, you are

Come on! Use your eyes.
Surely you can see you are in
dark tunnel - you can jusi
make out the steps... | think

& RILR . T |
B el S E T { .
o T L]

iRl
| have only seen one level so
far but it looks so much better
than the original, it's difficult
to believe they came from
the same publishers. Oh,
another thing. You don’t have
to take my word for It either -
why not play it yourself. If you
hook up to Team 17's World
Wide Web page you can
download yourself a copy.
You won't regret it.

Watch this space for a full
review soon. You may witness
the coming of one of the
greatest games ever on the
Amiga.

Can you see the light in the background?
Something must be lurking there so be careful!

Och, this is a scary alien bit because it looks like a scene from the film Alien

likely to feel sorry for the beasts you've jus
happlly splattered across the wall.

A feature which will undoubtedly put the fini
ing touches to a superb game is a level ediio
You will be able to design your own levels to pla
against friends or even upload them to Team 17
homepage so other people can play them.

The part you've all been waiting for IS
obviously, how it plays and, more importantly, 5§
better than the original? Well my answer to tha
question is... yes! Fromm what we've seen thé
game Is looking absolutely superb.

Alien Breed 3D 2 is better than Doom. If you
playing Doom on the PC for half an hour and the
play Alien Breed 3D, it will come clear which ond
is the best. After all, the Doom phase on the PC
slowly passing and it may be fime for the Amiga
to get In there.,

Reflections

As |'ve dlready mentioned. Alien Breed 3D wasi
huge success and this is exactly the reason Rt
producing the sequel. Team 17 have had fime
reflect on what they could have put in and
they could have taken out, so with new ideas
their mincs, what is in store in the future?

Alien Breed 3D 2 will incorporate 16 massi
levels, with a Lo-res screen resclufion for
standard A1200 and a Hi-res 1x]1 pixel ratio |
accelerated machines. You can switch betwes
resolutions using the numeric keyboard and ¢t
also reduce and enlarge the screen size to he
you prefer, Also, there will be graphical touch
such as light sourcing. gourad shading, and frai
parent objects which should make for |
absolute graphical feast,
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In part one of a two parter, Paul Austin
shows you how to build a ll pmhlp T
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AMIGA CD32 camcaL zone .

A1200 BASED CD CONSDLE WITH
JOYPAD, LIBERATION, CANMON

FODDER, MICROCOSM, ULTIM,

3 X '_,f‘ q ALS0 PLAYS MUSIC

BODY BLOWS, PROJECT X
OSCAR & DIGGERS

ATE

CD's
DYMNAMICS COMPETITION PRO JOYPAD
CD32 OR AMIGA,

AUTOFIRE AND TURBOFIRE
SCART LEAD - COA2 TO SCART TV

.. 16.99

-.139.99

AMIGA A1200 2/0 MAGIC PACK
+ 12 FREE TITLES 399.99

WITH 10 FREE GAMES, DELUXE PANT

IV, PRINT MANAGER & 2 ME RAM e

AMIGA A1200 2/170 SCALA
PACK + 12 FREE TITLES

...499.99

WITH 10 FREE GAMES, DELLUCE PAINT IV, PRINT

MAMAGER, # MB RAM AND BLILT-HN 170MB HARD DRIVE

AMIGA RAM PRICE C

4 MB RAM BOARD FOR A1200 WITH CLOCK

4 ME « FPL RAM BOARD FOR A1306
WITH CLOCK & FAST 33 MHZ FPU
BMB : FPU RAM BOARD FOR ATI00
WITH CLOCE & FAST 33 MHZ FPL

o MD (S CHIPY RAM EXPANSHON
FOR AMBGA 4000 OR MOST PC's

8 MB (530 CHIPY RAM EXPANSION
FOR AMSGA 4000 OF MOGT PC's

RS VAT

ATEEE e VAT

TH0E e VAT

S8 w WAT

MRS s WAT

AMIGA GAMES

[B1EK) = WILL WDRK ON 512

SAVE
£

£n
518

7]

MACHINES
{HDH) = HARD DRIVE REQUIRED
» = HEW ITEM

FHAME PRICE
AL ENGLISH (11-12) a2.99
ALIEM BRCED
TOWEHR ASSAULT (512K) B.4%
ALIEM BREED 2 8.4%9
ALIEN BREED 3D 2

HLLING GROUNDS » 21.99
APPRD: TRAMER 20.99
B17 FLYING FORTRESS 12.99
BARAT SIMPSON 3.89
BLITE TERMIS 21,49

CHAMPIONSHIFE MARAGER 2 21.40
CHAMPIONSH® MAMNAGER COLLET
1494

(B + UPDATE DHSK]
CHAOS ENGINE 1512K)
CHAOS ENGINE 2

CLUE FOOTHALL - MANAGER 599
COLOMLZATION 23.4%
COVER GIAL STHIP POEER 11,45
DATASTORE 2

ODATABASE SYSTEM 10.99
DELUXE PAINT 3 0,99
DETROET 2249
DISE EXPANDER 24.09
DOGFIGHT 1208
[HIME 1.4y
DUME 2

BATTLE FOR ARRANTS 13.99
ELITE (512K} 4.4%
ELITE PLLUS 12.9%
EX17A ETEALTH FIGHTER 2.0 13.4%
FEELDS OF GLORY 1305
FEFA INTL SOCCER 14,0
FEMAL WRITER {RELEASE 4) 65.99
FLEGHT OF THE

ARATON CUEEN HHIE 1]
FOOTBALL DIRECTON 3 2048
FORMIULA 1 - WCE (5126 12.50

FOPMIULA 1 GRAND PRIX (812559.40
GHAHAM GOOCH

WORALD CLASE CRICKET 15.88
GLMNSHEE 3000 (LR
HEROOUEST 2

THE LEQACY OF BORASE R L]
HOME ACCOUNTS 0949

IMCANA JOMES FATE OF
ATLAMTIS ADVENTLURE (HY:
IFRCCERT B

JINXTER (MECROLLE) (512K 159
_||_||m 1,_-.||_ Fh g w 45
0 UMBOKED) Boe

S (2K 1248
Iflr\.m'm 799

l!l
£17

£i8

2
Tifl
]

]
L2
£

El
£24

E2

ES

KNGS QUEST &
LEMMINGS

LORDS OF THE AEALM
LURE OF THE TEMPTRESS
MOFTAL KCEAT

MR BLOBEY (512K}

HICE FALDOS GORLF (%12K)
HIGEL MANSELL'S

CRANL PR (HDH)
OOYSSEY

O THE BALL
O THE BALL
ORGANISER
DRAGANISER 2
CWERDRIVE
PERSONAL PAINT V4
PGA TOUR GOLF 512K)
PINBALL PRELLIDE = -

PINBALL SPECIAL EDITION
PINBALL FANTASIES &NL
PINBALL DREAMS

POPULDAUS AND PROMISED
LANIES (5128) {NOH 2}
PORVERMOBGER +

WA DWETA DIEK |5138)

LEAGAIE ED
- WDRALD ED

240
A
2 A
249
.48
a9
L9

594
2000
1188
0,89
e
44,00
.04
4,80
12.49
21.99

17.49

10,549

RESERVED COLLECTION WOL 1

FOME. AL

MYTH, EPIC (HOR)

ROAD AASH (512K)

SECRET OF MONKEY ISLANI

SECHET DF MONEE Y ISLAMD 213 49

SENSIBLE GOLF
SENSEILE SOCCER
SENSIELE WORLD OF 50
ELROFPEAN CHAMP ED =
SENSIBLE WORLD

QF SOCCER 96

SETTLERS

SHADDW FIGHTER =

SILENT SERVICE 2 (ND12)
SIMON THE SORCERER
SPACE QUEST 1 {512K)
SPACE QUEST 4

FER SHID MARKS 2
THEATRE OF DEATH (512K}
THEME FARE

TAINIAL PURSLIT (HOR)
ULTIMATE SOCCER MGR
YITAL LIGHT

WEMBLEY - ALGEY LEAGILE
WINTER OLYMPICS
WORDWOATH V1.2 SE PRO
WORD PROCESSOR
WORNS

WORMS RERIFORCEMENTS
DATA DHSK *

FEEWILF 2

MTLED

.48
1 13.45

2.5
11,88
ER -

10.68

1786
2h.48
0.9
1248
14.59
13.4%
1345
14, 5%
(ER]
23.09
109
1959
745
1259
.5.59

14.99
1559

17459
2209

L

]

3]

d

=
£3

A1200 GAMES

ACID ATTACK COMPILATION

= GUARDIAN, ROADKILL AMND

SUPER SKINMARKS 22.99
ALIEM BREED - T ABGAULT B oG
ALIEM BREED 2 (1]
ALIEN BREED 30 i4.00
BLITE TENMIS

CIVILISATION AGA

3 CIVILISATION AGA (UNBOKED) 795

r COLOMIZATION X200
CORE COMPILATION ¥OL 1
BANSHEE, SKELETOMN KREW,
HEIMIMALL 2 LEE ]
DUMGEDH MASTER 2 [HDR) 2349
FEARS 1359
FIELDS OF GLORY 1249
CLOOM [DO0A CLONE) 1499
MONEY MATTERS 4 e

NIGEL MANSELL'S OF (HOFG » 353
Of THE BALL - LEAGUE ED _..759%
Of THE BALL - WORLD ED A )

PHOTOGENICS 1.2 L=1 ]
PINBALL PRELLIDES 2198
PLAYEA MANAGEH 2 1798
AOAD KILL 10590
SIM CITY 2000 (HOR & 5MB) 1249
SIMCM THE SORCEREA 1498
SPERIS LEQADY « 1880
THEME PAR# LERan
LR - ENEMY LINSMOWHN ik ]
ULTIMATE SOCCER MGH 1988
WISTA PRO (LITE)

g FOR &1 200084000 (HDHE) ol ]
WORDWORTH V5 &5.99

CD32 GAMES

ALIEN BREED 30 1499
ALIEN BREED 30 2

KILLING GGHOLUNDES * 2399
ARCADE POOL 140 5
CHADS ENGINE 948

+ CORE COMPILATEON VOL 2

BANSHEE, SKELETON KEREW,

HEIMDALL 2, UMIVERSE 18,80
- FEELDS OF GLORY a9
GLUNSHIF 2000 12.49

- DSCAH & NGGERS
© PINBALL ILLILISSOMNE

3.4
1940

ROl KILL 1688
ROBOCOD JAMES POMD 2 . 700
SPERIS LEGALCY 1508
TRIVIAL PURSLAET 1088
WOHMS 27.49
00 J.44

B
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Ililli
AMIGA

GAMES FREE
Miensall's Grimd
Prix, K240 andd Bart

any Armacgis)

QuicKIoY FDU'ITIDII. FOR AN AMIGA

lar usa with most car racing gamas. Works n conjunclion
with stearing whoel or joyslick

BIKINI MICHELLE
Top Quality Larmnated Mouse Mat

ABSOLUTELY FREE

pease call

Chvarseas membens add £2 carrimge
Al affers subpect o Slock

EKLIPSE MOUSE ...11.99
WITH FREE MOUSE MAT
CQUICKSHOT 137F PYTHON
WITH AUTCOFERE . 10,99

FREEWHEEL STEERING
WHEEL . 12.99
WILL WORK WITH FOOT PEDL

ALFA CRYSTAL
TRACKBALL .. 29.96

COMMODORE AMIGA
POWER SUPPLY
26,99

EXTERMAL DISK DRIVE FOR

AMIGA OR 5X-1 ...47.98

210 MB HARD DRIVE FOR A1200
DUST COVER FOR A1200 OR AGDD
DUST COVER FOR AS00 OR ATARI ST
SCART LEAD -

AMIGA TO SCART TV

AMIGA FEHIPHEHALS

OUR AWARD WINNING PENTIUM FI00 PC IS PC FORMATS BEST MULTLMEDIA BUY - NOW WITH A SIXX SPEED (D ROM, &4 BIT GRAPHICS & 1700 MBE HARD DRIVE :_ %

MODEMS AND INTERNET
PACKAGES FROM

£49.99

GET YOURSELF CONNECTED

Whether you want to make new friends, swap ideas and programs, or do some serious research, a modem will
open the door to an exciting new world where almost anything is possible. A modem has already become an
important part of many Amiga user’s computer setup. New software can be received in minutes, the benefits are
immense. You only need to flip through the pages of this very magazine to see mention of modems and the
Internet, and here’s your chance to join the swarming crowds with one of these excellent modem packages!

0w o Spen (Spm Sun) -

01279 600204
Fum OLITS Flibid o 1 e ek
HEAWY dissunti dnge
Credit berms sebjec te Ao
Ergater (mear [kt Moganise
Earra 1§ Coupan dissunh
Greal priied e be won

Em °F SAHIII YSTA

SATURM + DAYTOMA USA .. 309.90 PLAYSTATION + DDOM ... ...304.99
SATUFH « PANZER DRAGOON 309.99 WITH OME CONTROLLER, DEMO GO
SATURAN » VIRTUA FIGHTER 20998 AND DOOM GAME WORTH £44.99
WITH OME CONTROLLER AND OTHER DEALS AVAILABLE
FREE FAST DELIVERY FREE FAST DELIVERY

reserve.co.:

Tha -élaﬂwr-n luﬂ‘-l-'!M
Discownd Clud

WITH YOUR

Al pnces include YAT arsd cariags bo MOST UK maintand addmsses
WE OMLY SUPPLY MEMBERS BUT YOU CAN ORDER AS YOLU JOHK 3

I
i 1 MONTH TRIAL MEMBERSHIP JUST £l
OME YEAR MEMBERSHIP £7.00 (UK) ©9.08 (EC) £11.00 | |
By one dem 85 o join for 4 year and we'l gve you a choios of great FREE pie
I O 250, 000 paoples howe poened, O 330 000 fransactions in 1995
i Memibers @ under no obigElion o buy snything. Cur regular club rmagasing
Corfains & slagoenng seecson ol products, many ol bekew tmde price
Hundreds ol pages of inlomalion on o rfemel silo al www sesene. ook
Amaring chib shops & Chemslond, Esex and Sawbrdgeworth, Hars
PC repairs & upjrades 51 Sawbrdgiwaorth [e.q your 488 to P by mail
Mo Crabbla malum policy T4 men of 2 5% - Seé B chub magasine lor detaly

Overseas orders musi be paid by credit card
Hardware fems (bafiery O mard] are only supplied 1o the UK masniang 8
Oversess surcharge [2.00 per soltwane itlom or 28% on otbar tems
[BLOCK CAPITALS plasss) et
MName & Address

Pasicods

| Phione Mo Machng
: Enter memibarship number (i apphcable) or
1 HEW MEMBERSHIP FEE {1 Maonth only £1) L___

1155

e
Pliast wsn $is bow o add any optional fast deliwrny chams
15t Class Post 50p per postod Agm or £3 hardware

ALL PRICES INCLUDE U POSTAGE & VAT
Chinqui' P 0./ coess/C pditchans SwichVisa

LITTTTTTTT] |I|

| CREDT CARD
Mail Order address. Chogues payi

| EXPiRY DATE
SPECIAL RESERVE

P.O. BOX 847, HARLOW, ESSEX, CM21 9PH !

SWITCH
ISEUE MO

I
I
I
I
I

|
I
I
I
1

9600bps

disk,

£49.99

“BEGINNER PACK”

This is our best selling pack and consists of a
high quality desktop 9600 baud modem, all
connecting leads, PSU, NComm software, an
invaluable ‘“Archivers'
help/advice sheets, as well as a full access o
our BBS, where you can download 1000s of
|atest files for the Amiga!

plus handy

“NOVICE PACK”
14,400bps

For the more adventurous, or those who wish
to get involved in the Internet, this pack comes
recommended. A faster 14,400 modem as well
as all the extras from the previous pack, PLUS
additional information on the internet - and of
course, full access to our BBS

£89.99

“LIGHTNING PACK”

For big-time Comms users, this pack will most
certainly be of interest. 33,600bps is currently
the highest speed in modem technology, with
the US Robotics Courier V34+ FaxModem. this
nifty unit can transfer upt 1Mb of data in less
than four minutes.

Please call for information.

33,600bps

£239.99

= I

All our packs come complete and ready to use straight away. You will be able to log onto our BBS, Midnight Express, and
download as many files as you wish (full logon instructions included). Please call with any question you may have!

SALES/ENQUIRIES: 01384 77172
Megatronix Software, 21 Tiled House Lane, Brierley Hill, West Midlands, DY5 4LG

&




rank Nord finishes
enus off with a
ook at some of
he more useful
enu-elated tools

like the idea of an epilogue for this series on
menus. It kind of reminds me of The Invaders
with Roy Thinnes or The Fugitive with David
Jansen, the way the program would always be
divided into three porls and an epilogue. Well, this
is where |'m going to tell you about how to get the

ost from your Workbench menus now that you
know what they oll do. All the programs that help
with menu use are thankfully shareware of one sori
or another, unlike the ufilities | have seen for the
Mac which can do the some as Magic Menus, but
refail for eighty quid.

STARTING POINTS

So what shall we start with. Well, how about Magic
Menus since I've already mentioned it. This was
written in the dim and distant past by Martin
Korndarler ond it still performs brilliontly. In case
you've never seen if, Magic Menus allows you to
get your menus without having lo move the mouse
up fo the fop of the screen. Instead, your meny fitles
appear in a vertical block and by moving the
mouse over them, you can open the menus, sub-
menus and so on. You can configure the way it
locks and whether this affects normal menus [when
your mouse does fravel up to the top of the screen).
The only problem with Mogic Menus is that some

ReKeylt and Swazinfo are two of the most helpful Workbench commoeodities to do with actual
menu operation. The ‘Select drop action...” window appears when you drag and drop an icon into
Swazinfo's main window area [rather than either the icon or tooltypes areas)

T e O e R R T W R T TSR I R S T A T L

Would yowu

like 1o see

-
-4

programs (like DPaint] that patch right mouse button
functions can have problems with it. However, get:
fing the esaterically-nomed NewObtainGIRPort
should sort out those troubles.

Next up is a MUI program called ReKeylt.
ReKeylt ollows the user to replace the keyboard
shortcuts used for Workbench's menu items so that
instead of RightAmiga A being ‘Select All', it can
become the far more useful ‘Snapshot > All*-
Likewise, Right Amiga U can stop being the shorfeut
for ‘Unsnapshot’, a function | very rarely use, and
become the shoricut for ‘Update’ in the Window

menu, which | use on o daily basis. Fortunalely for
those that only have a small amount of memory,
ReKeylt doesn’t have to load any of the MUI
libraries unless you are actually in the process of
Chﬂﬂgiﬂg YQLIF FII'E{E'FH‘HI:ES. Aﬂd 50 We HCI on...
Next we have two compeling commodities -
the small but perfectly formed MCX and the larger,
but also perfectly formed MCP, Now, | prefer
MCX's smallness. Okay, it's not so easy to
configure, you have to change cryplic fooltypes 1o
be able to alter the seffings, but it takes up very litle
memaory.

By contrast, our coverdisk editor, Meil, prefers

MCF because it offers more configurability, more
options, but thus also takes more memory. Of
course, like ReKeylt, you don't have to load MUI's
libraries if you don't edit your seffings. MCP also
offers things like ToolAlias, screenmode promoter,
and various other fools that would be quite difficult
to configure through toollypes with MCX. Both help
you with menu-related Workbench operation by
u||uw'|ng you fo copy and paste fext into the text
requesters that oppear when renaming or execufing
o command, among others, and MCX beefs up the
Info requester in the Workbench menu as described
in this column o couple of months ogo.

AND FINALLY...

But wait, don’t go. There’s more, We're onto the biggies now. The two utilities
that expand the Workbench tools menu, ToolManager and Toolsdoemon, are
indispensible for serious Amiga users. ToolManager, in its current form at
least, is a somewhat overcomplex commaodity that adds new items to your
Teols menu. You can have animated docks, sound effects playing when you
start tools, and on and on. | still use the very old ToolManager v1.3 which
doesn’t have any of those bells and whistles, but is easier to set up and
doesn’t take as much memory.

Toolsdaemeon doesn’t add anything to your Tools menu. It allows you to
treate as many new menus as you like (or that can fit on your screen) with or
without submenus. Both programs make full use of Workbench’s drag and
drop facilities, so you don’t need to laboriously type in paths to your pro-
grams - all you need do is drag the program you want to add to your menus
into the interface window for either program. Swazlnfe is another utility
often mentioned within these hallowed pages, It replaces Workbench's

information requester when you hit Right Amiga I, or select Information from
the lcons menu, and improves on it considerably.

One of the handy things it does is supply you with information on how
much data is contained in o drawer. This isn’t wholly occurate, but ot least
provides a guideline - handy for people copying files to floppies. Swazinfo
olse provides drag and drop facilities for replocing icon images or tooltypes
by simply drogging the desired icon image or toaltypes into the appropriate
section of the information window. Swazinfo helps you edit those pesky
tooltypes too. You know how you con disable tooltypes sometimes by putting
brackets around them? Well, Swazinfo has an sutomatic bracket thingy to do
this for you.

There are almeost certainly more tools and commedities that can help you
with menus, but these are the ones | use the most. You should be able to get
any of these commodities from your local friendly PD dealer and they are all
available en Aminet,

[AmiGA CompuTing I
MAY 1996
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2 Fax: 01924 200943
7.demon.co.uk
.demon.co.uk/bit17

E RATES
CDs 75p each
s CDs £1.00 each

ALL OUR AMIGA PD
DISKS ARE ONLY

£1.00

EACH

WE WILL

PRICE MATCH

- ANY STOCK CD FOUND

CHEAPER ELSEWHERE

£14.99

possibly want

5, Coverups,
Conspiracies

) more!

est in ufology or
ncing evidendce,

irs every budding

puting FEB 96

£19.99
CD32 OK!

Fed up with CDs that promise super
quality pictures which turn out to be
poor 32 or even 16 colour scans?
This CD contains only the BEST, all
AGA only, 256 colour pictures which
cover many areas. ldeal for DTP &
clipart but simply amazing to look at!
EVERY image included was hand
selected for quality. Guaranteed!

£19.99
CD32 OK!

3ins well over 5000
in the hand drawn,

contained are of an
L and therefore, this
supplied to anyone
Il images can be

from the CD via a

WE OFFER AN 6 £29.99

UNCONDITIONAL 30 DAY

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE

ON EVERY CD WE STOCK!

IF YOU ARE NOT

colour images ' lete collection LUTELY DELIGHTED i T th
P it version of the
puter artists F1-100. This €D WITH YOUR PURCHASE 5 program for
over £500 if the SIMPLY RETURNITFOR A with 600ME of
colour printer! ded were purchased I and samples.
| colour clipart! iy, Superb value! FULL REFUND! about collection!

Grolier Enc.

4060 HUGE BASE New Database package
4059 PIC-IT Trivia Game
4058 MIGGYBYTE #5 Amiga Disk Mag
4057 REVISION MASTER Revision Help Tool
4056 A-GENE V5.0 Superb Genealogy Program
4055 LSD LEGAL TOOLS TNG #13
4054 L5D LEGAL TOOLS TMNG #12
4053 L5D LEGAL TOOLS TNG #11
4052 LS50 LEGAL TOOLS TNG #10
4051 WORLD OF FOOTBALL ICONS AGA

£26.99

Aminet Set 2 LsD 3

£24.99

£19.99

Adult Sens. 2

SCI Fl Sens

£19.99

£19.99

4050 THIRD DIMENSION #22 Diskmag for 3D Cons. Kit
4049 MUI V3.2 Latest Version!

4048 NESQUIK GAME Excellent Platformer!

4047 (AB) STARTREKKIN! Humerous Trek Dema!

4046 COSMIC BATTLES V2.47 Tactical Game 4MB Req

4045 SLIDER V2.0 AGA Excellent Slider Puzzle Game

4044 SCREECH V2.34 Overhead Driving Game 5
4042 LE Annoying Puzzle Game!

4041 BRING THE NOISE Ravey Music Dema!

4040 WORM MAPS Extra maps for Team 175 Worms

4039 VMM V3.3 Virtual Memory Manager

4038 SWAZBLANKER V2.40 AGA Only Screenblanker l

Arcade Classics Software 2000

£14.99 £29.99

4037 SUPERVIEW V5.32 Multi-Format Picture Viewer
4036 TERM V4.5 Libs,Docs, Extra & Locale

Phase 4

EuroScene 2

£9.99 £14.99

4035 TERM V4.5 030 VERSION OK on 020/030/040/060
4034 TERM V4.5 000 VERSION For AS00 & ABDD

4033 (AB) IMAGE STUDIO V2.3.0 Latest Image Processing
4032 MASTER BLASTER V2.21 5 Player Dynablaster Clone
4031 VIRUS WORKSHOP V5.5 Superb Virus Killer

4030 SHAPE SHIFTER V3.3 Mac Emulator

4029 ROBS HOT VIRUS KILLERS 3 Mare Superb Killers
4028 PATCHES DISK #2 Photogenics & Final Writer 4 et
4027 (AB) AMIGA FRONTIER #4 Amiga Diskmag

4026 SPECTRUM SOLUTIONS #1 Speccy Game Solutions

£14.99

Gateway CD Multimedia 2

£22.99

Amos Release 2

Fecrd Sedem ?‘

Assassin

52

£19.99

£19.99

GoldFish 3

SEND US ANY OF YOUR OLD CDs THAT YOU 3
NO LONGER USE AND CHOOSE ANY Pt
| 17 BIT CD FROM THE LIST BELOW AT HALF PRICE! =

iy

AGA Experience

£39.99

£19.99

Pearls 3| | Aminet 10

Meeting

£9.99 £14.99

5th Dimension - LSD 1 - LSD 2 - LSD 3

Offer ends 31st May 1996!! |

' l.l.daﬂ:npuuns or download a CAT Disk!!
10n.co.uk/bit17




Bought a new Amiga
Magic Pack and
enjoy a challenge? ’
Paul Overaa offers
some advice

eople often ask how they can get started
with 680x0 coding on the Amiga, so this
month | thought I'd spell out a few
WS ground rules. First and foremost it's
important not to be put off by what you've heard
about Assembler coding. The 680x0 chips used in
the Amiga have instruction sefs that are quite limited
and there is nothing inherently complex about their
operafions. Each instruction carries out some simple
task, perhaps adding two values together or
copying the contents of one memory location into
another.
The real problem is not the 6B0x0 instruction set
- it's the Amiga’s O/S [operating system) itself.
Learning about this is a challenge simply becouse
there is so much to understand. There is no easy
road... you've just got fo sit down and work ot it
and, even with the right documentation, it takes
ages (having said that it is real good fun).
Now this doesn't mean that you bury yourself in
manuals for a couple of years and eventually sur-
face as on Amiga-enlightened coder, Learning to

M-mmmmhmhuﬂm

ADVENTURE TIME

Once you've got the hang of re-assembling the example you
might also want to modify it so that it prints a number of text
messages using o loop. With the fundamentals of Shell output
out of the way you will then be ready to move on to some-
thing a little more adventurous. When you start Amiga coding
proper, incidentally, you are likely to need the official Amiga
includes. Next month I'll be explaining why it's worth having
the Amiga Technologies versions as well as those provided

with your assembler!

Amica COMPUTING

MAY 1996

mmmmm'-nmi-m

program never works like thot - the best approach
is to get stuck in ond then learn as you go along.
But, and it's a big BUT, there is absolutely no point
struggling with Amiga-specific issves until you have
some basic ideas of what 68k coding is all about.
Therefore, your initial priority should be to get
a reasonable understanding of a few common
6Bk instructions [such os the move instructions which
are used to copy data between registers and
memory|. :

You should also aim fo eliminate as many of the
Amiga-specific problems as possible in the early
days and you con do this by writing general, as
opposed fo Amiga-specific, example code. Non-
Amiga specific Amiga coding? Sounds like a
contradiction in terms until you remember that
many small test programs will contain nothing in
the way of Amiga-specific material ot all. The
following example for instance, though it confains
just two instructions, will happily run from a Shell
window and load register d1 with the value $40
hex:
move. d §40,d01
rts

start:

If this code is assembled into executable code it will
run, although you won't see any visible output!
What you can do, however, is execule these types
of beginners programs (examples of which can be
found in all introductory 680x0 programming
books| using o debugger. HiSoft's Devpac, for
instance, can assemble such fest programs and run
them using the MonAm debugger - and with
MonAm's help you'll be able to see the effects of
various microprocessor instructions as they are
executed.

Similarly, short test progroms will enoble you to
experiment with things like progrom loops, decision
tests, and so on. Now this may not seem like real
Amiga coding, and fo be honest it isn't, but it's o
vseful initial stage because it lets you play around
with 68k instructions whilst avoiding the Amiga-
specific nasties that produce pitfalls in the early
days.

Once you've got a few weeks of practice under

your belt and are happy with moving dota, calling
subroutines, making decision tests, and perhaps
some understanding of the ways in which informa-
fion is passed to, or collected from subroutines, it'll
be fime to move on fo the next stage. If you think
this might start involving Intuition or Amiga graphics
coding then you're being o bit optimistic - in foct
you've got @ long way to go before they appear.

The best next step is to concentrate on wrifing
some Shellbased Amiga programs that use the Shell
window as output. These will doubtless be a litfle
more involved than your early efforts but, as Amiga
programs go, they will still be relatively simple.

In order to send fext back to the Shell window
that started the program you need io identify the
output handle (known conventionally as _stdout)
of the Shell process. It's not o difficult job and
basically all a program needs to do is open the
DOS library, and then make a call to the DOS
Output() function. You may find that the standard
Amiga startup-code (which will be provided
with your assembler] will actually open the DOS
library far you, but if not don't despair - it's not o
difficult job.

Once a _stdout handle is available you con vse
another DOS call, Write]), to send data back to the
Shell. Opening libraries, making library function
calls, and printing text back at the Shell is easy
once you've seen it done once, and you'll find o
small example on this month’s cover disk. The
source code version, called assembler_test.s, has an
icon which uses ed as the default tool for displaying
the file, The runable version, assembler_tesl, doesn't
have an icon so you'll need to use the Show all files
Workbench option to display it.

Have a look af the code and try changing the
fext message and reassembling the example. If, inci-
dentally, you ore already a C programmer then you
are, of course, duty bound to change the text of the
program from:

deb 'just an example message’ 1f
to this C classic:

e Ml Vorle' AF

| i
=
—r




] J3MH:

FFU FFU

Ove o499 89w
o 208 11955 159

14y 159 199
MAGVUM e B:: 289, 289

SPEED IMCREASE OF NE/ -.lth 2.3 TIMES ® AvalLABLE wiTH O, 2, 4 or BMB OF
32 Blu RAM INSTALLED # USES STANDARD 72-PIN Simms « Opmional PLCC
Type FPU (FLOATING POINT UNIT) # BaTtery BackeD Clock/CALEMDER
¢ FinGER CutQuUT TO HELP INSTALLATION # 0-4MB - PCMCIA COMPATIBLE
(FOOR LISE WITH OVERDRIVE, SQUIRREL ETC.) & ZERD WAITE STATE DESIGH,

g + %

e 1 pars

for all Amigas & Atari £T:
BeiGe £12.99
BLACK £ 4

€299 o £l wimy
A Mouse
AWARD WINNING 5600 RESOLWUMON ¢ 20% rannG W CU AMiGA
& MICRO SWITCHED BUTTORS & AMIGASATARI ST SWITCHABLE & ALL 3

COMPATIBLE WITH ALL AMIGAS
CONSUMPTION  THRU PORT FOR ExtRa DrRIVES

* HigH Quaury SONY Drive
FREE virecrory orus 4.12 49
WORTH OVER £50 ¢ .99

BUTTONS CAM BE LISED WITH MANY PROGRAMS SUCH AS DiRecTORY OPUS 5
# ROBUST METAL Case
Powlgmr THE BEST DISK BACKUP SYSTEM O

” SaTURN
* ANTI-CLICK AS STANDARD
PRWH‘M‘I 3 THE MARKET. WE HAVE e

Ertornal Tob DPrive
for all
* ENABLE/DisABLE SwiTCH « Low Fower
ET TO)
DISCOVER A PROGRAM THAT THIS

leqﬁ:;mﬂd#-fm CAN'T BACKUP. IDEAL TO PROTECT
ki o YOUR EXPEMSIVE SOFTWARE LIBRARY
.qu-".nr 'L':_.-.NI- THE

sz @) (29

SOCCER

MOUSE

for all Amigas
IDEAL GIFT FOR THE FOOTBALL
MANAGEMEMT GAME PLAYER
# HigH Resowunon 4000
* 2 MICROSWITCHED BUTTONS
* ANTI-CLICK A5 STANDARD
UBEs A FREE PricH MARKED MOUSE MAT

FREE PREMIER MANAGER 2, SPACE
CRUSADER & ZOOL 2 wortH over £60

[WHILE STOCKS LAS TI

X

19

& [NCL

¢ 14 4
vZ 2B,

ok 28 Be Seeecs (v34 (28.8¢),
W21} o CaBlE & SOFTWARE SUPRL
RACK & Frodcs
» GP Fag Sormware Qrmce

vA2nis,
IED [M-C
ARDD FLH

i ApiGa)

TOATIC Fal LUk L il

R B -

ORDER HOTLINE Order ltem
01322-527800:
01322-527810 ' ...
BETWEEN 9AM AND 5.30PM, MONDAY TO
SATURDAY, TO PAY BY CREDIT CARD, | /\ddress
TO PAY BY CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER |
PLEASE RETURN THE ORDER FORM BELOW '
TO - WILARD Post Code

DEVELOPMENTS,
PO BOX 490, DARTFORD, KENT, DA 20R

NEW PRICES
& PRODUCTS

FOR 96

A FPU DRAMATRCALLY INCREASES The
MATHEMATIC

SPEED OF
127

1 RECOMMEND IT FOR

AL CALCULATIONS (8Y UF TO

TIRES]] AMD WE Wi
USERS OF CGRAPHICAL APPLICATIONNS SUCH AS
IacE FX, LIGHTWAYE, VisTA PR, [MAGEIE ETC

O FPU pacx ¢

CRYSTAL AMD

CAES WITH THE TIMNG

AIZ00

RATCRS SLCH AS O

5 COMPATIELE WITH RACIST
RAMPROCE 5
APOLLOYAAAGHLIM DESIGH, Hawa, BUzzaan
AND YPER, IF RO MEPEMDENT OF QLR

BOWMRD THE PRICE IS

44
{or 40 with an A1 200 poasD)

R ACTELE

SINGLE WORKSTATION
FoR AS00/600/1200

I

DoUBLE WORKSTATION
FoOR AS00/400/1200

SHELF
L o
WinE WoRrksTATION
AS00/E00/1200 wird
ADDMOsAL SIDE PERIPHERALS
(Harp Disk gr Fuoeey Deve)
£uig 59

f:rngr & X-LINK
i okl rive

PLus

BOTH MODEMS HAVE THE 51 PN O 4] Moow Dwr  Maoew & GP Fax
FOLLOWING SPfc:Fumnou 2.23,22, wae E”W £|39w
e 11999 1599

TILAM 78 B E‘”W {23999
TLLINK 28 B mqﬁ Ezsgw

UM 030/40

A1200 #0MAz ‘030
FProceisor AccecepAmin

Na JIMH:
FFU U

139y 1795
199 239
4w $249% :289
8ue £3495 :389:

16us 5499 :589%
SCSI-11 OpmioN

THE MaGras ‘030,40 Can
ALSO) BE EXPAMDED WA QLR
WARRANTY SAFE SCS|-II iMTERFACE
T SUPPOIRT UP TO & SCSI
DEVICES WITH DIRECT ACCESS TO
THE ‘030 PROCESSOR AMD
MEMOIRY FOR LILTRA-FAST ACCESS,

UR COMTROLLER 15 ALSD
COMPATIBLE WiTH THE Virer-ll

79, ©

JJIPZILI-'-':- & vears, DWECTC ur[" LIS

Ous
2us

I OPUS 4.12
£50

MAKES YOUR AMIGA MORE THAN
5.6 nes paster = 7.12 MIPS

SPEED |MCREASE OF OVER 5.8 TIMES
¢ 680EC30 Processor running af 40MHz
[TRUE 40MHz chip - NOT Overclocked)
praviding 7.12mips of power ¢ Up to 128Mb of
Rak can be added # Available with 0, 2, 4, B
or 16Mb of 32-bit RAM Installed (call for higher
SIMAM sizes) # Kickstart ReMapping
+ Optional SC51-1 interfoce « Can
accommodate a 72-pin industry standard SIMM
+ Optional PLCC type FPU [Floafing Point Unit)
+ Battery Bocked Clock/Calender # PCMCIA
compatible so you con sfill use products such as
OwverDrive HD or CD/Zoppe COD-ROM or
Squirrel # Jero Waite State Design.

DIRECTORY

COMAE ESTAE EL \ THE RIS POIPULAR
DS CTOEY UTIUTY Ofd THE Aaaca. WiTH THE
MEW OAUS 5, THE TRADITHOM COMTINUES
SMALER, FASTER AND MORE EFFROEN
BEFCHRE, P 5

MOGT POWERFUL H [ :
MARACGEMENT UTILTY EWER!

IDEAL CD
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

WITH ADVANCED DIRECTORY
CACHING, FILTERING AND
ARCHIVE HANDLING

¢ REDESIGNED AMD REWRITTEN FROM GROUND
UP. MUCH FASTER MORE EFFICIENT AND MaNY S
MEW REVOLUTIONARY FEATURES, # NEW INTERFACE WITH MORE MEANINGELL
CONTROL AND USEFUL POWER. # A0AIGA STYLE (GUIDE COMPLIANT ENSUIRES
CLEARER COMMUMICATION OF INFORMATION AND GREATER COMTROL
* UN.-mlTEr.- MUMBER OF FULLY INDEPEMDENT FILE DISPLAY WINMDOWS AND
BUTTOM BAMES, E-L,-TTDH-'. CAM BE DEFINED FROM TEXT OR GRAPHICS # M[_I_'u‘;_[
COMNFIGURATION EDITORS = WHICH CAN BE USED WHILST PERFORMING OTHER
Ta5K5] # INTERMAL MULTITASKING ALLOWING YOU TO PERFORM MULTIPLE
OPERATIONS SIMULTANECUSLY. # AMIGAGUIDE ON-LINE HELP + ADVANCED FILE
TYPE RECOGHITION SYSTEM INCLUDING O53.% DATATYPE SUPPORT & EXTENSVE
‘Drac ‘N DROP' THROUGHOUT THE PROGRAM + ADVANCED AREXK SUPPORT

@ * CaN EvEN REPLACE & ENHANCE WuﬁmENL 49

Warkbanch 24 VERSIOM 5.11 ND'ﬁ'

h : SHIPPING CALL ABOUT
& Hord Disk Required | ypDATES FROM 5.0 AND 4.
EAsYLEDGERS 2 Asica FormaT GoLD - THE OMNLY FULL ACCOUMTS PACKAGE
- DEMO Disk AVAILABLE - Call AOUT Tral OFFer - £119.99
(LIMITED OFFER PRICE) - HarD Disk + 2Ma RAM REQUIRED

GP Fax THE ULTIMATE Fax SOFTWARE SOLUTION - AMiGA FORMAT
GoLb - Amica COMPUTING 9/10 - £44.99

ImMacE FX 2,14 THE ULTIMATE MAGE PROCESSING SYSTEM = AMIGA FORMAT
Golb - 2Me & Harp Disk REcaUireD - £149.99

TURBCPRINT PRIMTER ENHAMCEMENT SYSTEM - A MUST FOR ALL PRIMTER
OWHERS - AMIGA SHOFPER P0% - £49.99

TOWER SYSTEM  FrOM MicrOmIE FOR THE AT1200 - “Tue UimimaTe A1200

Expansion” - CU Amica, 90% - E499.99
ASO0 512¢ RAM Exrarsion - £19.99 wimd FREE Orus 4 wortH over £50
AS00PLUS | MB RAM Exrarsion - £29.99 witd FREE Oeus 4 wortH over £50
AG00 TMe RAM Expansion - £29.99 witi FREE Oeus 4 worts over £50

10 25/D0 Dusks witk Cowouren Lages - £4.99
50 25/0D Dixs with ColouReD Lageis - £19.99
100 25/DD0 Dusks witd COLOURED LageLs - £34.99

Phone Nao.

EH‘QUES ‘SHDUL[}- ?:E "-"n"'i.'IE PAYABLE TO WIZARD DEVELOPMENTS,

— v o v ]

— . . .

ON ALL PRODUCTS"

* Money bock ofier = anly epplicable 13 hoviwerm e

BA

L

Price

RS SS T

CONTACT Us on INTE

SALES@WIZARD-D. DEMDH Eﬂ UK

Prices include VAT & corrioge o the UK mainland. Plegss odd £5 o your

arder far EC destinafions and E10 for ofher countries. Al products are i

subject o ovailobility. E&OE. Adverised prices & specificofion may changs
wilhoul nofice

— e



Paul Overaa offers
some notes about
reading and
writing lines from
text files

ARexx supports only a simple file 1/0 model,

but despite its simplicity it has proven to be
B9 both useful and flexible. This is particularly so
when it comes to fext files which need to be read or
writlen on a linebyine basis. Once a file has been
opened there is a function called Readln() which can
read characters from a file until it finds o newline
character (the newline, however, is NOT included in
the returned data), In other words we con read o
text line from the file using:

Line$=Readinfilehandle)

I n keeping with many modern languoges,

The results of using
the line numbering
macro on the

Anather function, Writeln(), allows you to write o
line of text. Writeln|] oppends o newline character

where the returned value indicates the number of
characters written.”

With any sequential file read operations it's nec-
essary to know when you've reached the end of the
file, and the ARexx function used for this is EOF().
Since such tests are normally carried out as part of o
series of loop operafions, most coders tend to use
the NOT |~} operator and write the end-offile test as
part of their loop exit condifion like this:

while “EOF(filehandle)
do
I* do something */
end

If the returned Boolean result is 1 [i.e. true) then the
end of the file has been reached|

Programs which use loops to read all the data
held in a file will usually arrange to read from the
file until the EOF(] indicates there is no more data to
read using o framework based on:

if Openis source_name$,'r') then
: do

if WH,I::ILM,'I'J then

do while “EOF{s)
I* do something */
end

Closeld)
end

tlosels)

What you actually do with the lines being read is
up to you but if, for instance, you wanted to create
a script that could odd line numbers (surrounded by
/*... */ comment markers) to an ARexx program,

this sort of inner while loop would do the frick: Listing 1: The
example ARexx
numbering macro

MAY 1996

line_number.
at the end of the siring and the call itself has this % nrhtﬂ::;
type of format: R SRR .
character_count=driteln({ilehandle, Line$) :i:r#r':'*' e 47 Line$
=i+l
Writelnid,lines)

end

I've used a loop similar to this to create this month's
example line numbering script. You will see when
you examine the code given in listing 1 that | have
added a slight twist by providing o Yes/No mode
flag which allows the script user to choose whether
line numbers are added to blank lines or not.

The script is very easy fo use. Just provide
suitable source and destination file path/names,
indicate whether you want blank lines numbered as
well, and the program will do all the hard work for

you. You will, incidentally, find o runable version of
the script on the coverdisk. It can be executed either
by using RX from a Shell window or from the
Workbench (via lconX) by doublelicking on the
‘DoubleClickToRunFromWB' icon!

If you just want to use this script o add ordinary
line numbers, as opposed to the /*.. */ comment
delimited ones needed for ARexx scripts, then just
change the line which reads:

LineS='/%" §': 80" |{nel

b thiis....

Line$= §': * Line$

1% Line_nusber.rexy */
say ‘enter source file name'; pull scurce_named
say ‘enter destination file name’; pull dest_name

say "do you want to nuaber blank Lines as welliT/N) 1";pull woded

i Gpen(s,source_nanes, 'r') then
;;h; 'saurce file opened
if mm-,ﬁ::,mét, W'} then
i=1

say ‘destination file opened’

do while “EOF(s)

Line$=Readlnls) e
it (emthineshO) | (aode="1") then

Writeln{d,Lines)

end .
say 'ALL domel!
tloseld)
end

else say "cannot open destination file'
else say 'camnat open source file'

Amica COMPUTING

Ling$='/*" 172 *[' Lines
izis]
end




REPAIRS

WHILE-U-WAIT

‘x‘\l
That'sn.--"

’_Prnmisg\-q;—

COMPUTERS & MONITORS

on Repairs, Spares, Floppy Drives, Hard Drives,

Attention Dealers

NEW LOW FIXED PRICE

Ring/Fax Now for best trade prices and terms

CD Rom Drives and Memory Upgrades.

3344

FAST TURN AROUND,

90 DAYS WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS.

£10 EXTRA CHARGE FOR WHILE-U-WAIT SERVICE
COURIER CHARGES £6.00 + VAT EACH WAY
A1500/A2000/A3000/A4000 E£QUOTATION

A500, A500+ &
A600

£39.95

A1200

£49.95

ACCELERATORS

Apollo 1232.........£199.00
SIMMS ...

wnEPOA

2.5" HARD DRIVES

All hard drives are pre-formatted, partitioned with workbench loaded, and include
2.5" IDE cable + software

MODEMS

FOR A600/A1200
APOIO 1220, E99.00 | Fio0hs 3000 Saome " E1000e | | X-Link 14.4K...£199.95
LT o i £8905 B40Mb.........00...... £199.05

X-Link 28.8K....£219.95

2.5" IDE Cable + Software...

...£9.95

I‘-‘OR BES‘I’ AF‘I’ER SAI.ES SERVICE

= || INTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVES
L — £9995  AGOOATQNN......... 3495
_— mﬂpm T |-E§ CHIPS <+ SPARES *+ ACCESSORIES
..... < F o [e B,
Upgrade to 2 Meg . ;"“‘.:“;L{ T & « : ~, -
e S ||l ]
T 4Mb BMb =:E RN i R
m . CEMIT s | (@8 | oo o
Hﬂ"ﬂ GEN'.O(KS ﬁMITﬁ CD ROMDRIVE [ crocoevescre o ioumeavocicis s
= QUAB SP“D -’:'CML SIuf*.'.'.r':rnﬁ"".ﬂﬁlﬁl"'-‘s.l'IIJD r1:un r :
for Amiga | | INCLUDING SQUIRREL T . TSP
Please call SCSI INTERFACE 5339195 St

§ L”Z:EF;.. A1200 without Hard Drive...

.£299.95  A1200 with 340Mb Hard Drive.£429.95

._;i_*ﬂ;;LOGIC Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey KT2 6HH
* All prces include VAT + All prices and specifications subject to change without nictice  Fixed charge for repair does not include disk driverkeyboard i
% We reserve the right to refuse any repair & PEP charges £3.50 by Roval Mail or £6.00 + VAT for courier % Please allow 5 working days for cheque clearance M'm

All sales are only as per our terms and conditions of sale, copy available on request.

= SOl == A1900 with BOMb Hard Drive. £349.95  A1900 with 510Mb Hard Drive.£499.95
== aySS— A1200 with 170Mb Hard Drive £379.95  * Call for more good deals
ANALOG  Analogic Computers (UK) Ltd  Srymorrsciu. i seosten: soonm i ot 5 10
ANALOGIC unit 6, Ashway centre, Eim Crescent

Tel: 0181 546 9575




Phil South ponders the ..
latest in Infernet
communications
and hopes the
Amiga can keep up

he news is that in Germany, af least, the
T first big Amiga Internet pack is on the way.

The AMIGA Surfer pack is billed as the

“first true Internet Computer in the market”,
and whilst you can quib‘nle about whether that
should be ‘in’ or ‘on’, the fact remains that the
Amiga is uniquely :mhud to Internet uses and has
been remarkably underused in that capacity so far
The pack consists of a fully equipped Amiga and o
set of Infernet tools for a totol price of DM1,199
including 100 free online hours of a value of obout
DM700, which is a special offer in conjunction with
1BM Global Network.

The ‘complete solution’ conlains an Amiga 1200
with hard disk, o 14,400 fax/modem, and o stan-
dord suite of productivity and Internet software. The
Internet software includes o browser for the World
Wide Web, an FTP program for file transfer within
the net, an e-mail program for electronic mail, and
an IRC program for world-wide live on-line
discussions.

The hardware pari of the deal comprises of an
Amiga 1200 with 2Mb of RAM, o fax modem, a
telephone connection cable, and o power supply.
The productivity software included is the standard
Magic Pack, but, of course, the most interesting part
is the odded Internet software in the Surfer bundle
which includes a PPP driver, the TCP/IP stack ‘HNet
225, the Web browser called Mindwalker, the
graphic interface e-mail program VooDoo [with
MIME support! Yipee!), the FTP program AmiFTF,
and an IRC program called AmIRC. The pack alse
contains MultiTerm SE and Multifax light.

FALLING BEHIND

This all sounds wonderful but I'm constantly ifked .
about the way the Amiga has fallen behind in the
years it was lying fallow. A lot happened on the
Internet whilst the Amigo was sleeping, and client
software has become a lot more complex and sexy
in the interim. A case in point are the rash of
Internet Phone programs currently available on
UNIX, PC and Mac platforms.

These programs allow you to phone another user
via the Internet, thus making an International call
anywhere in the world for the price of a local call o
your Internet POP. Although we all have the same
Internet connections as a PC user, for example, we
can't call anyone up as the software to do so

By the way, on the subject of the Amiga and the Internet
yvou should really check out the new Amiga Web site on
http://www.amiga.de. Although a lot of it is in German at
the moment, the English parts of the site are growing fast.
Look forward to a full review of the site in the next column.

doesn't exist. Yet, Another
exomple is the CU-SeeMe pro-
ject lounched by Cornell | e e e
University, Using a simple £75

gizmo called the QuickCam,
produced by a company called

W gk 4 € 0O N

P A G

Connectix, you can see anather
user, and if your Net connec-
fion is good you can also hear
them. It's an Internet video
phanel Mow this is the coolest
use for the Internet |'ve seen
racently, and can | do it on my
Amigaé No | can't.

The QuickCam is o simple
parallel port device so it should
be possible for somecne to
write some software to support
it. Perhaps someone (| nominale
Amiga Technologies) should
moke Conneclix an offer to pro-
duce the Amiga version of the

driver software and get the
source code of CU-SeeMe from
Cornell University and make
this @ revolution we can all jein
in. The same goes for Internet
Phone. This is o softwore-based
rachnnlug}r, and it should be
easy to transport it to the
Amiga. The code olready exists

' I DEDRDCOMEERENCTIND

FEROM

on a 680x0 based platform,

CORNELL

UNIVERSIT Y

i.e. the Mac, so the port should
be o matter of great simplicity. All that is needed is
for somecne to core encugh about the Amigo fak-
ing part in these new developments to do some-
thing about it.

My point is that porting these things to the
Amiga would be simple, and there are so many
Amigo users out there who use and enjoy the
Internet that the market for o simple device like this
should be large enough fo make companies take
notice. Although many of these developments are
software bosed, some require a litle hardware.
Also, o way of connecting a microphone and head-
phone fo the Amiga would, perhaps, need to be
locked into, Obviously, you could just plug o head-
phone info your menitor and put a line into an
Amiga sound sampler, but perhaps a new bit of
cheap hardware to make it afiroctive would be a
good plan. A litle headset like those used by tele-
phenists would be cool too. And price? Well make
the QuickCam the normal PC/Mac price of £75,
make the phone heodset hardware cheap, like
£15-25, and throw in the software for free. Ii's a
plan, right?

| don't know if Amiga Technologies are aware
of the immense importance of this kind of communi-
cations in the future, especially when Cable

Amica COMPUTING

MAY

1996

CU-SeeMe is available for the Amiga -
but only in a passive playable version

Companies are putting free local calls ot certain
ports of the doy into the hands of normal citizens oll
over the country. Imagine - you could phone any-
where in the world and talk for hours for free. That
would be cool wouldn't it? Let's lobby Amiga
Technologies for a policy on this new technology
and ask them to talk to the relevant parties to iry Io
hammer out some kind of a deal, eh?

Amiga Technologies
htfp://www.amiga/de
Connectix
hitp:// www.connectix.com
CU-CeeMe
htip:// cu-seeme.cornell.edu/
Internet Phone
hitp://www.vocaltec.com

Speak Freely
hitp.//www.fourmilab.ch/speakfree/
windows,/speak_freely. htm/
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Continuing the
discussion on
computer graphics
in print with

Frank Nord

Key .
issuvues

#,Eu‘ﬂ'—f AR N RSP i s T T S = dﬂﬂm

o you've all gone and bought memaory
s upgrades lo cope with the new larger-sized
images you are rendering for print then,
o eh? Unfortunately, lorger images are not
ihe only criferion when creating pictures for
print, The main thing that needs fo be taken into
consideration is the |urgB difference between trans-
mitted colour and reflected colour - the difference

between looking ot a picture on your monitor and

Sandra!

Liorern ipsum ool s amal, corSsecitus adipisdi ng eill, sad dam

monurTmy nibh ewsmod Tncidun ut laonset dolore magna alquam erat

volutpal. Lt wish @mem ad minim vaniam, gus nosTud exercl @ion
ulamcorper Suscipit ioborlis nisl Ut aliquip B ea commMod

o n e : : - comsequat
g o< ; R s
One of the things that has fo be borne in mind is facilsis &1 vero e70s o1 accumsan 81 UsD oo dgrissm qu

the inability of the different colour methods to : g e

occurately represent various colours. While RGB is Tﬂmunmnn L m aspisEing et
excellent for a wide range of reds and blues, it isn't o s Mgl i

kT g allqUam & al ¥ olutpat
very good at yellows. CMYK, by confrast, is a bit e St T e

Lit wilsl @it 20 Friiniim w@riamn, Quis nosTud eoerd talon
lax when it comes fo shnwing the range of greens
that RGB is good at.

This is a problem if you are dealing with images
that will be going to a professional printer because
he will need to chonge your image from its natural
RGB stotus to o CMYKcopable format like TIFF in
order to be able to print it. Oh, don't worry, he'll be
able to convert it, that's no problem. The problem
comes if you've set your heart's desire on o very
definite range of colours.

SATURATION POINT

Just like working with images intended for video,
RGB imoges are quite ofien too saturated for print
work. Becouse the colours in prinfing are mode by
laying down more colour the darker you woni the
image 1o be, very bright greens, reds and blues are
hard to achieve because they need the mixing of at
least two of the four inks to represent, thus making
them darker than desired. 5

This contrast between what you want from vour
image and what you can achieve is called the
gamut and, like over saturation in video images, it's
o no-no o exceed it. Most software thal printers
might use for converting images to CMYK can actu-
olly handle the changes in colours required 1o bring
the image within the gomul range of the CMYK
colour method, but this can result in o dull image.
With a colour critical image it's probably best, if
you are giving your work to a printer, fo insist on a
colour proof or to at least see the image on his
screen in the form it will lake before printing, just fo
moke sure it doesn’t deviate too far from your origi-
nal vision.

So what con you do about this? Unfertunately,
not a lot. Becouse of the Amiga's bias fowards
graphics for video use, the printed output side of
things has been preity much ignored. In my fairly
wide experience | have not come across any way of
converting an image to CMYK in a form that can
still be edited and saved out in an appropriate form
on the Amiga, so you'll have to rely on other
pecple’s interprefotion of what your picture should
look like = of least, that is, until Photoshop becomes
available...

I've had a few letters from people asking
me how to get runarounds working prop-
erly. It seems most of you are happy fo use
the standard runaround tools provided by
most word processors or DTP packages,
but these tend to either just offer a box-
type runaround, or are hopelessly inaccu-
rate in the way they choose to runaround.
The simple answer to your problem is to
use vector graphics to outline your bitmap,
as these tend to give the best runaround
results. Simply import your bitmap as nor-
mal, but instead of turn text wrap on
immediately, make sure your celumn of
text doesn’t butt up against the image.
MNext, choose your draw tool, it might be
named differently in your package, but
you need the tool that allows you to draw
a continvous line with points along it that
can be re-positioned. Then draw a line fol-
lowing the edge of the image you wish to
wrap your text around. Don't worry about
the colour of it at the moment, just keep
clicking so that your line follows the edge
of your r'mage. But don't click so much that
you end up with a point at every pixel,
you'll be wasting your time, Next, change
the colour of your line te transparent or
white and make sure it is brought to the
front. You will also need to make sure text
runaround is set, Now bring your text box
over your imoge and see how it looks. In
i o e i e
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our example pictures we have some of the
text over a coloured background, but it
would probably be best to massage such
images so that there is no colour where
your text is, unless you want that as a
deliberate effect.
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FAST AMIGA
REPAIRS

ANIGA REPAIRS |

FIXED PRICE ONLY £42,99 incl . auo o

* Price includes PARTS, LABOUR, DELIVERY & VAT
90 day warranty on all repairs ASRIES SNRY)

24 hour turn-around on most repairs |_Est. 14 Years |

All upgrades purchased from us fitted free with repair

FAULTY TROUBLESOME
COMPUTER?? e L

CALL FOR COLLECTION OR AMIGA A1EDD Ftepalrs unlv £52.99 - Fully inclushm
PERSONALLY DELIVER TO THE I X

EXPERTS FOR FAST RELIABLE

REPAIR OF YOUR AMIGA A1200 M W Paaéd 5295 00%@

Pack includes:

¥ ¥ ¥ N W

E 24 99*‘ PARTS % A1200 Computer  # Wordsworth AGA % Dennis the Menace # Oscar %
. * [Digita Print Mrg * Deluxe Paint IV * 1¥r ATB warranty = Workbanch 3.0
* NO OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE AS500 Internal Drive

...................... £29.95  AG00M1200 Internal Drm...,m,,..,,ﬂﬁ 95

L _curs |}  cmps | -
WE REPAIR TO COMPONENT LEVEL | 83724 1 Meg Aguas ganso |Sao0cPu ass0| |ASWKsyboard  gmeol
A500, A600, 1200, 1500, 2000, 3000, 4000 & CD32 | 8375 2 Meg Agrus 2430 | yiden G (M200) - £1080) | AG0O Keyboard £28.00|
| LISA (w1200} 2070| | mok 13 poE0 | M1200 Keyboard £34.00/|
| st A (U Eh | I IO S
nise £8.60 FCRELAM £. E1R80 - E28.00
FREE GIFT WITH EVERY REPAIR BARGAIN HARD muwss 8373 Super Doise.  £WM0| | pomBaarer | ‘em00| | A2008/A3000 PSU ﬂmi
PLEASE SPECIFY FITTED 85/500 Mb ......... 18 Gy £760 | MEW Modulators  geeso | YGA Adaplor £6.80
MOUSEMAT . ... 3 | | " EXCHANGE SERVIEE o8 G [ | | e 0| | oLy aNY Maaan|
MOUSE HOLDER........................ | | MODULATORS... ..£19.50 | B364 Paula (AS00/s) gizs4) | ASO0 Molherboard 6A £88.00 | n50q/500/1200 SPARE PART |
DISK CLEANING KIT............... 3 I | psu.. L8, .£19.50 8364 Paula (PLCC)  £06:70 | oo hemer e d mmir koumy v | | AND KEEP A FULL STOCK |
:% g E%ngh;?gi%ﬂ'ﬁ j DHSK DRWES R, 4 T Add £1.50 P&P on chips, £3.00 P&P on drives & PSUs. We reserve the right in refuse repairs.

KEYBOMRDS ..ot £25.50

L T Aﬂm'm: T-‘ =
95% SUCCESS RATE ON ALL COMPUTERS i e Ao % i

# DOOR TO DOOR COLLECTION OF YOUR COMPUTER
ANYWHERE IN THE UK
144 TANMER STREET, TOWER BRIDGE, LONDON 5E1 IHG

Call FAST on 0171 252 3553 45

E/ Ml P‘nln-r'ﬂ'fn:lliccn-l'np.d-nn'lan.ca whk

Senvice HﬂTI.IIET!i [0116)24? it ﬂmunlu EX 6 ﬂ.i‘-ET— :
OART Computer Semvices (AC], 105 Landon Ruad, Leiester LED 0PF B & o uerServices

darisr Cwlioeee i, Swrmce of 0L A Compuien Lis

| COLOUR PRINTER RIBBONS & RELOADS | SPECIAL RE-INK

NO MORE BANDING! A large range Just take the top off, take out the old ribbon and reload it with a  For Panasonic 1080,/81, 1124, 1180, 2123, 2135, Star

f print Full instructi L. : :
NO MORE WHITE LINES! ribbans & T e T e omplete  One Five  LC2009 Pin, Epson LQ0D, Oki 182/390. Black bot-
COLOUR GRAPHICS LIKE “'%“;:'[‘;‘? ; it ribbon reload  reloads e will re<ink 1004 rbbons....ocrciesscrnran E095
YOU'VE NEVER SEEN BEFORE! Citizen Swilt/ ABL /224 E11.90 £6.99 £29.95 . .
: sonic KX 3/2124/2 .99 99 29,35 K |
Yes it's true the new Flexi 3 will remove El{:a“wh:g ﬁﬁ%{%qf 124/2180 Eg 0y E [ E}q g5 BLI&I.Lh PR.IN’]_ER R.IBHD“ HEI..DJI"'I.DS
banding and white lines from dot matrix & bubblejet ‘-'A:.drail i: 'jZ'II]I 9 i‘l_'. 5 £9 fd £5 99 £2305
F:ﬁ:t‘:\ Now you can have laser quality on your o =500 20/200 £9 64 £6.99 £20.05 IUH take the top off, take out the old ribbon and
B i e Star LC24-30/LC240 £8,99 £499  £1999  reload it with a new one,
* Balanced control for pictiure enhancement % Seikosha E’L N o - ' e qu Citizen Swift/ ABC/120D 5 black reloads.......... AL
Selvact area to llsr: pr‘i-]'lth:ld * Select a;i::- o be printed INKJET REFILLS Epson FX80/LQ800 Range 5 black reloads......£11.99
& Fage control & Colour sieve % [nk correction & = i il 1" - = " ¢ i
Automatic poster mode for larger than A4 * F.p,r,-. HP QE’SKH'TI 500, 510, :'.EE" 350, S'DL'!C' 55".‘“‘_‘...‘ 5-&0‘-'._ Seikoshz ]'?m.' A‘Hh[‘ :.‘j h]adﬁ -
Gamma carrection # Spooler for colour letterheads EPSOMN STYLUS 800, 1000. CANON BUBBLEJET BC-D1, Skar LC10,/20/ 1[!%_ black reloads........cooee
etc % Colour separation % Now with anti-aliasing ~ BI10E/EX/SX, BCO2, BJ200, BJ130, B]300, B]330. Star LC24 Range 3 black reloads........
to vemove jagged edges * Large range of dithering OLIVETTI JP150, 250, 350. CITIZEN PROJET. 1 Star LC24-30 *E{Z?‘aiﬂi ek ety :
(dot pattern) * Variable level of shingling bo totally C;E'E}hjljj gi::‘iffl,‘il::;!rnlﬂ. "'Cl.:lfl;.‘r}::;wk ................................. £16.99 ; e T
remove banding and white lines % Colour cata- : - ’ : o
logue function will print a miniature of each phcture 20 I-ls-_f:ll Kit 120ml pure T R O R SO £16.99 .I:IEHEJE.{ F{EEHIJ!IQIE:}E{I:EIBE}[E'S
comfigurable between 1-8 across, ¥ Suitable for EPSON STYLUS four refills 120ml pure black.......... £16.99 . . -
Citizen, Epson, Hewlett Packard, NEC, Panasanic, U“ﬂi?“t STYL UG.MELUL({E[{E "I-lh » 4 refills of Sl 4 Colour Citizen Swift/ ABC/240...............£19.99
Seikosha, St ] just about dot matrix « rellow, magenta an S S SRR SPUREN Rt : & K
ey advenglondu g dting v d TRICOLOUR REFILL KITS FOR F1P. DESKJET RANGE :E”i””’ g'szEi ;"]ﬁ Em'“ad] 53-33
P - olour Star [ 5
CANON BICa00, BJC4000 etc. 10 Refills of Yellow, .
ONLY-£3995 CARE SPECIAL £29.95 Magenta & CYan 180Ml.............omssseesmsiosiosssne 2499 4 Colour Star LC2009 Pin.. £12.99
UPGRADE FLEXIDUMP TO FLEXIDUMP 3, Print Head Recovery Fluid for unblocking nozzles .._E5.95 4 Colour Star LC200 9 Pin lRE‘|U|!C]].--- L1909
ONLY £14.55 INC. RETURN MASTER DISK Impartant: Please state type when ordering, 4 Colour Star LC200 24 Pin.. £19.99

. T 4 Colour Star 24 Pin Rr]md'l......
How to order: Enclose cheques /PO made payable to: CARE PRODUCTS or use Access/ Visa 1 Colour Star LC10 l: 4

CARE PRODUCTS 1 Colour Star LC2009 Pin... £999
1 Colour all Star 24 Pini.... m0g
Dept AMC, 15 Holland Gardens, Garston, Watford, Herts, WD2 6JN. Fax: 01923 672102 } Eﬂ%um Epwn ﬁﬁ}“ LQ-HWMKHI P
CRDUr i S el R £
N ORDER LINE ON 01923 894064 W | 1 Colour Panasonic KXD 1080 ..o 999
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND CARRIAGE Ry Wide range of other nbbons nmllahln_

COLOUR KITS for MONO PRINTERS

Ever wished }'nu'd bought a colour printer instead of a mono one? Wouldn't it be nice to print out pictures in colour? Now you can with Amiga

"FlexiKolor Kit". Each AmiFa FlexiKolor kit comes complete with everything you need to print in colour, including superb software. The colour kit 15
simple to use, the ribbons rit exactly the same way as your black ribbons so it will not affect vo TE%MWNEE Also on all models listed below aper
alignment is automatic, you do not have to ma.nuaﬂi :111 n. PRINTS AS GOOD AS COLOUR PRIN If your printer is not listed below please phone,
Amiga FlexiKolor kits for Star LC10, LC20, all Star 24 Pin. Panasonic 1080,/81,/1123/1124. Epson FXB0, LS00 ub:' Citizen 120D+, NEC P, Po+. Please
note colour kits come complete with coloured ribbons, Anti banding now included in software. COMPLETE KIT £39.95
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In the last part of this
guide to multimedia,
Phil South looks at
animated buttons
and sounds

ast month we talked obout making things
L hoppen by using the mouse, and now

we'll look ot making buttons animate so

that the user gets o bit of feedback for his
mouse click.

You'd be surprised how many Amos programs
omit any kind of feedback, that is to say a visual or
audible cue to confirm that o mouse click has been
made and accepled. If you make your buttons with
Amos drawing commands this couldn't be easier,
let's take our example progrom from last time and
odd animated buttons.

feserve Ione 3

Set Tone 1,10,10 To 30,30 Set lone 2,35,10 7o 55,30
$et Zome 3,60,10 To 80,30

Curs OFf 2 Cls @

Ink 2 : Bar 10,10 To 30,30

Ink 8 : Bar 12,12 To 30,30

Ink 7 : Bar 12,12 To 28,28

Ink 2 : Bar 35,10 Ta 55,50

Ink & : Bar 37,12 To 55,50

Ink 7 2 Bar 37,12 To 53,28

Ink 2 : Bar 80,10 To 80,30

Ink 8 : Bar 62,12 To 80,30

Ink 7 & Bar 62,12 To 78,28

Pen 2 : Paper & : Locate 0,8 : Print "Click the
above buttons te make a noise.”

b

IF's tempting to use the builtin sounds for oll your Amos programs, mostly
because the sounds are right there and the commands are simple
Type BOOM, BELL or SHOOT and you are there. | always use them in exam-
ples because they are so easy, but you can odd other sounds to Amos very
eosily,

Sound sampling has olways been an easy fechnology on the Amiga. Most
of the hardware you need to grab sounds is buil in fo the syslem, and with
the addifion of o simple 1/O box you can sample 8-bit sound into the Amiga
directly. To use your own samples, like a button on o computer keyboard
being pressed, you have to pock the samples into & sample bank [Amos Bank
or ABK file), which can be loaded into an Amos program from where the
samples con be played back at any fime in the program using the SAM PLAY
command. Using: ‘

SAN PLAY 1

for example, you will play the first somple in the bank. For really interesfing
multimedia with the minimum of sounds you should steal g frick from the
arcode game coders and play back o sound at different speeds, thereby dou-
bling ond fripling the amounts of uses you can put a single sample to. Use
the:

SAN PLAY 15,1,1000

format where 15 = maximum number of voices for best sound quality, 1 =
sample name from the bonk, and 1000 = samples per secand, with 1000
being around the lowest and 30000 or more being the highest. The only way
fo tell what different speeds will do to your samples is to Iry it and see. You'll
be surprised af the amount of ideas this will give you.

PR
s

Bank: not named
Bytes

Free chip: 848144 - Free fast: 5488352

- —
. rﬂ 5

AMOS's sample editor is not the best there ever was, but it is, at least, integrated
into the programming envirenment, making it easier to incorporate sampled

sound inte your multimedia production

IzMouse lone

C=Mouzs Click

1f t<» and 1=2 Then Boos

1f C<»0 and I=3 Then Shoot
Loap

The basic listing sets up the zones and senses
when o mouse click has occurred. This fime i we
reverse the white and dork grey colours on the
button it'll seem as though the button has been
inveriad

5o for each button we need fo do a redraw each
fime the button is activated. So after the button is
pressed we redraw it with the colours reversed,
wait for half a second, and then redraw them the
way they were, as in this example for the First
bution

If 020 and =1 Then Ball : Ink & : Bar 10,90 To
30,30 : Ink 2 : Bar 12,12 To 30,30 : Ink 7 : Bar
12,12 To 28,28 : Wadt 25 ¢ Ink 2 : Bar 10,10 To
30,30 : Ink 8 : Bar 12,12 To 30,30 : Ink T : Bar
12,12 To 28,28

We only reverse the white [colour 2) and the dark
grey [colour 8 colours and leave the body of the
bution [colour 7) s it is. After a wait of 25 clicks
(half a secand in new money| we redraw the button
the way it was, as if the button pops down for a
second and then pops up again.

I's easy to rewrite all this information onto the end
of the line as you simply do a block copy and paste
with the code fram the original lines which drew
the buttons in the first place. This saves having to
laboriously retype all the data for the butions, but it
also avoids any mistakes in the data if it is identical.

USE YOUR INTUITION

One last thing. I've reviewed o lot of extension add-
ins for Amos over the years which make the program
occess the Intuition librories. Don't neglect Intuifion-
based programs in your search for the perfect multi-
medio app. [One such extension is reviewed in this
very issue, in foct| Multimedia doesn't have to be
carried out on custom screens using Amos, but can
be made perfectly transparently with Intuition, ond
sound samples and other additional mullimedia bits
can be added. If you are really clever you can even
interface the Amiga with other devices fo make your

Amica COMPUTING
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Amiga truly multimedia. But that's up to you and
how much code banging you want to get invalved
in. Al the relevant data for taking this further is in
the Amos manuals and the various hardware
reference works.

Back to our normal transmissions next month
when we'll be learning how to make Amos do all
sorts of clever fricks again. I'll be delving into my
Amos notebooks 1o remind you of o few litle tricks
which are not in the manuals and showing you easy
ways fo make fricky things possible. See you then.

TN YR




Multimedia PowerStation options for all Amigas
- e ) PowerStation Specifications:-

1. 200 watl power supply lor complate Sysiems inchuding monibor
Oft ON@ power swilch

2. Good locking high quality stesl conatructon

3. Five drive bays, various mounting configurations.
4. Ideal monitor stand and cables slide undermaath
5. BONY 2.4 speed CD-Aom drive

. Siamess PC upgrade compatible

7. Low cost when compared bo ssngla drive casas

{ B, DOES NOT WOID WARAANTY

Desktop PowerStation pack Price

Includes Sony 2.4 spesd SCS| CORom + Seulrrel
NEW PRICE £279.95. Tower version add £20

Speakers not included P&P £12.50

SyQUEST ! A1200 3.5" NEW PRICES !!

JTS B40mb Only £189.95 ULTRA SLIM
EZ 135 JTS 1Gb Only £219.95

JTS drives formatted, and Magic Workbench plus PD
SCSI 1.8mb/sec Software installed. Includes cable pack.
External Price Fits as easy as a 2.5" Drive, call for details.
£239.95 Free fitting for personal callers

; ! K Packing £7 (CityLink]
PowerStation Version £229.95 LICEAS 1S Soiking 27 (ClyLiok

SCSI DRIVES
Extra Cartridges £15 each, P&P E7 e Quantum 840mb Lightning New Price £179.95
iy HiQ Ltd, Gable End, 2 The Square, Hockliffe, Beds LU7 9NB.
\ h s EMai! address:- steve@hiqltd.demnn.cn.pk - -
,‘2_? : @““ All Prices include Vat, Please add 2.5% for Credit cards VBA
e unless Connect and Delta versions ’:‘f'

Professional Page 4.1 £49.95

2 manuals, 3 issues of Em, 3 disks of fonts, 87% Amiga

I .l " *gh®
l!lt I .lll| Shopper. Fealures: 256 ::D.Iaurs on-screen, User friendlg
Enhancer Pack Bl

3 disks of fonts ProDraw Upgrade Pack £16
3 diikﬁ of :lip art Includes 1200 rade, HD Install & manual
Step-By-Step tutorials or Step-by-Step with ProPage £19.99
nstaling fonts and clip art written by 200 page tutorial book on ProPage by Larry Hickmott
_-:.J'|":r" Hickmott, author of the fl | aall 1 F '21:_;,;_'_-3|'5_ 1=

Phase 1 CD £24.99

|
Help with Wordworth, Final Writer, PageStream 2/3, 'EM & Phase 2 CD £24.99

ProPage, ImageStudio, ProDraw plus tutorials, letters Power 1'1‘11:':1: ‘the : best CDs for fonts & Clip
pages, AITIigE DTP Cﬂntaﬂt Grﬂup, lﬂt\ES‘t news Elr‘ld more SEN— Iiﬂ_j _,."‘I_.r'!" Ir:_._:lr' |'| l;i'- Ar ,Tll..__;lllf ]
on Amiga DTP. A

Subscribe for 12 months (E24. 30UK) Pk - Image Studio £15
and get 10 disks of fonts & Clip Art fregll TR CU Amiga 90% /Full program + Manual

Convert between graphic formats and
lots more

lh publ l S h lng ] 1 ; |*'::- i 'I.': I !,1I.~.: I0H P&P £1.50 UK/ £3 rh';zep;gi? Rest of World (212 for

CREDIT CARD HOTLINE +44 {0}1903 370230 | P P




Paul Overaa gives
you bad and good
news about recent
events in the Amiga
music scene...

scene hos been disoppointed by the

recent news that Blue Ribbon
e Scundworks, of Bars & Pipes sequencer
and Super]AM fame, are pulling out of Amiga
software development. Pulling out is not quite the
right word — they've been head hunted and bought
by Microsoft to develop software for the PC market
place. Now, if that's not a back-handed compliment
for Amiga music software developers, | don't know
what is.

A few Amiga pundits are regarding the loss of
Blue Ribbon Soundworks as not only o cotosirophe
in the music sense but as yet another indicofion that
developers are leaving the Amiga platform in
droves. Blue Ribbon Soundworks is certainly a loss
the Amiga could have done without but it's not the
end of the world because, as far as any future
development was concerned, it is hard o imogine
what else could possibly be odded 1o o sequencer
like Bars & Pipes!

The underlying reasons for any developer leav-
ing the Amiga are twofold — money, and worry
about the future survival of the machine. Alier the
recent Commodore Amiga fiasco, everyone knew it
would fake fime for the Amiga to reesiablish itself.
During this time most Amiga developers have had o
hard time and it's litle wonder that some have
thought it safest o move fo ofher areas.

HARD TIMES

Now whilst the real blame for the current mess the
Amiga finds itself in lies fairly and squarely with the
Commodore Amiga bosses, indirectly the loss of
cerfain key developers hos actually been our foult -
yours and mine. Whal's hoppened, of course, is
that whilst we've all waited for good news about the
Amiga, none of us have been rushing out to spend
money on things for their Amiga. Understandable of
course - but companies selling Amiga software or
hardware add-ons need people to buy things to
survive, If they don't they either move to different
pastures [like the PC) or go under! "

The Amiga, albeit slowly, is now again on the
move. Amiga Technologies, though, not getting
everything right, are irying hard to do their bit (even
in these still relatively early days). What they don't
need, however, are Amiga owners going around
talking as though the end is nigh. In some respects
you dedicated Amiga owners hold the key to the
Amiga's successhul re-emergence just as much as
Amiga Technologies. The key is in your pocket -
it you can afford to go out and buy software and
hardware add ons then don't think about it, do il

If cash is tight you con still help by spreading the
word about just how good the Amiga is. Be fanati-
cal - just like early Amiga users were when the
machine first appeared with the then stunning
"Juggler’ demo!

E veryone connected with the Amiga music

pipework
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SoundStudio with the synthetic
sound on display

On the brighter side I've recently received
a Beta test copy of the OctaMED Sound
Studio. Now whilst OctaMED & is already
without doubt the best tracker program
available on the Amiga, it is immediately
clear that the new Sound Studio packaoge is
going to surpass it in all respects, and one
of the most significant and exciting new
features will be the new player mode
called ‘1-64 Channel Mixing’. This
mode can handle up te 64 virtual channels
and is mostly independent of what kind of
avdio playback hardware is available
[allewing easy support of different sound
cards).

Existing OctaMED users are going to get
special deals on the pragram when it
arrives later this year so, if you've not
already done it, the thing te deo is
buy OctaMED & now and upgrade to the

A whole host of new sample editing facilities
are being added to the SoundStudio program

Sound Studio when it arrives! OctaMED 6,
incidentally, is also now available on CD
and this has made it possible to include a
whole host of extras with the CD version.

As well as OctaMED 6 itself you'll get
literally hundreds of tracker modules, over
o thousand sound samples from the
Walkabout Music sounds library, Midi files,
and a variety of doc files and OctaMED
related utilities.

The Official OctaMED & CD also comes
with a printed OctaMED 6 tutorial manuval
so if you have o CD-ROM drive, and are
looking to get into music-making on the
Amiga, this particular offering is a good
way to start!

OctaMED 6 is available on disk for £25
from RBF Software - 01703 785680 - and
on CD for £29.95 from Weird Science -
0116 2340682,

AmicAa COMPUTING




An exhibition sponsored by Amiga Technologies

THE AMIGA IS BAGK!

So on with the show

Be the first to see

@ All the latest developments from Amiga Technologies
@® The first major launches in two years

Novotel Exhibition Gentre, Hammersmith, London
Saturday, April 13th and Sunday, April 14th

Admission: Adults £7 Ghildren £5.50
Avoid the queues by booking in advance

| Credit Card Hotline 01369 706346 |
h peo and Postal Orders made payable to The World of Am_:'_ii- A

PO BOX 9, Dunoon, Argyll. PA23 8QQ
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Play God and master
the art of drawing the
human figure. Steve I
White gives you the
head start you need

Cnce you have designed the shape of your subject's head

¥ou can use it as a template for the rest of the body

ast month | described the principles behing

the design of o human head. To complete

this look at human anatomy, this month |

will be explaining useful hints and fips on

how fo create realistic looking figures - that's the
neck down.

The principles underined lost month also work for

designing the human form. In fact, the head is great

starting point. The human form is approximately six
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Here you can see the basic torso muscle and bone structure of a rather

clichéd male form. Tone down or enhance these features accordingly

and a half heads in length with certain posifions ysed
to mark body teatures such as the knee, elbow and
waist, Therefore, the best ploce 1o start s 1o grab the
head circle and paste it down below the
six and o half fimes

onginal egg

With frontal views, and providing the subject matier
's not maving, you really only need to design ane side
After finishing the first half vou can s mply cul, poste

and flip it to the other side. Afier pasf ng the circles

Amica ComPUTING
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down below the head it 5 best io frace an aulline of the
main lorsa and legs — arms, hands and feet can ba
odded later an

The shoulder and fop of the arm should meet of the
middle of the first circle in the artual body, the grain
should end at the junction between the third and fourih
circle, and the knee should, approx mately, be in-
between the lifth and sixth circles, You con odjust fese
pasihons slightly but iry and keep os close as passible
o the guides.

Next you can odd the arms. The elbow should come
between the second and third circle and the hand starts
vetween fhe third and fourth circle alongside the groin
- if you want proof stond up and try it. A common
mistake with the arm is o bring the shoulder out oo
far. Keep the point where the shoulder meets fhe arm in
line with the widest point on the thigh. If you follow this
pracedure you'll find that the armpit point can be
placed accurately, using only the widh of the orm as o
reference

As for the hands, leave them unhil last. Hands and
feet are certoinly one of the mast difficul elements of
ine human form to design on o computer - making
them look realistic is even harder. Don't get bogged
Finish off the main body first and then
add the mare infricate parts af the end

down in defgi

With the main body structure completa you can then
oegin fo odd clothing (if any). Although this arficle is
really only concemned with the human form. it i5 warth-
make or break o
figure. The shape of @ body is fairly stafic, but odd
clothing and shape and form become a lifile more
choatic

while menfioning clothing os it can

(440



EMC PHASE 4 - DESKTOP VIDEO DREAMS
— s el

A By i

The EMC Fhased CL) contains

I.  Bitmap fonts, since bitmap fonts are faster to logd, access and wse in most vide 5. Textured backgrounds, such as Marbles, Stones and Fabrics, again in full video
applications {Scala themselves supply bitmaps! ) we have included a large mumber overscan, that are alve supplied in SO0 x 600 24bit jpeg, PAL 768 x 576 and NTSC
of bitmap fonts, with full IFF previews in 20 sizes between 18 point and 168 point TO8 x 480 256 codour IFF formars

Fountain/fntellifont ready Compugraphic CG scalable fonis with TFF previews . A selection aof useful Image backerownds, again in full video averscan, that can be
and altomatic install 5 FipIx, No more meising about frving fa install fonis, ,.'u-.r wied for a wide varety af s ERLITE wiark, fl_:c'ru.lr all 'mll'.l"!'f.ir'nf im RN g SO0 2
click on an icon and the Compugraphic fonis will be insg Jpeg, PAL 768 x 576 & NTSC 7oK x 480 256 colowr IFF  formars,
.'r'ru.ll_ﬁ' for pie! (WR2/ and hard drive recuired )

Corpiretdorwm arimuafions, festeords, muliinedia ﬂmﬂuﬂ,_l,, (W SCFEER NMEFS, (FVeF 20
Music modules and sound samples. We have used ScalaMM for vears 1o produce videa unilities and a whole host of other stff including ready o run demos of
carporale prefentations _||'ur COTMpan ey like thi YMOA and Power spart ”"rl.'.'lrll'n 't Mulnimedia E_:.;.l:'.l‘f(ru & DPaire 5 and a cusiom 38MB demo u‘fl.f:r- e
International. As a direct result of this, and to satisfv owr own needs, we spent ImeageVision from Image Lab Technology!
mgirry hevars finding the dest modieles and sound samples out of the hundreds of bad
ones, For the first time, you will have access o fully soried and tested music mod

wles and sound samples thet vou can be confident in using in Your presenfalions, £39 99 + p & p
-

Well over 300 mepabvies of “never seen before™ professionally designed buack-

promnds covering subjects such as Weddimes and Technology, These absolutely £34.99 + p & p

siemning backgrounds will add the professional touck 1o any video preseniation

and are supplied in 800 x 600 24bit jpeg along with [FF236 colowr comversions in . when purchasad at the same time
PAL 768 x 576 and NTSC 768 x 480 formats. with EMC Phase1, 2 and/or 3

FONTS Typel EMC 4,56, T&18 - CG EMC 5.8.10,23424 - ProDvaw EMC 18,10 & 20 and 52 IFF Cliplonis Thedi b vy dwiifal G107, Wl pinlishrd andd preswned ™

@‘ Y CLIPART Fully sofed inlo sub-directories (nurmber ol dieclones sted in brackeis)
% 1 IFF Animals (114), Fantasy (27), Music (12), People (T3}, Religion (12} i
IFF Col Birgs, Cars, Cats, Dinosaurs, Dogs, Fish, Horses, Lioniing, Music, Flanes, Reptiles. bl
EPS Animals, Buildings, Computers, Food, Logos, Office, Peaple, Tranaport, USA, Warkd B:u‘.‘:ﬁ = bl o wrar CORC Libemey

IMAGES In IFF 16&3%& colour and HAM interiace formats.
Animals, Balloons, Blake?, Cars, Conan, Dragon Lance, Fantesy, Horses, Motural, Plones, Racing, Aenders, 0% Thir i o ety £ M 1wty rganiied
Repliles, SnowScenes, Space, Star Trek (TOS & Movies) Traina & &7 MB of 738 x 586 Video Backdrops. COMPUTING *_ wimuai'y lspaaiiled 1o flow vl Ardd i 17

OTHER STUFF EH
Fagestream3d updates from 3.0 to v3.0H, Complete Opalvision2 3b update, 1% additional thisd party Gpalvision (Mot wimnl, i i of rive st C0 yow e et
ulilities, Typesmith 2.5a update and Demo, Fagestream2 Domo, 18 really usedul Utilities and loads moral MAGATINE whiew i ooy i ot amd Clipar

i'j."i’!".'L'Q'j"la';'i*_.";-’._ HIGS EMC-PHASE 1 CONTENTS... E * - ufvstl fir DT anaf LTV wanirn®

‘A dresorm CIF for DT fanaf
"A downed e C8 and & muar for DT ensdaotiaaes "

EMC-PHASE 2 CONTENTS... £2499+p & p
g Whix i @ g ©0 Bellon Phase 25| EONTE Typet EMC 17,27, 20877 - CG EMC 25,26,30, 31582 - Colour EMC 15540 and 71 Imagine Type1's
CLIPART  Fully sored inlo sub-directaries [number of direciones fisied in brackets
1w pukibih kere, ir's all guality o IFF Alphabet (4), Borders (16), Bulldings (8}, Carloons (17}, Computer {7} Education (5,

Electric {B), Food (90), Hisiory (), Natwral (59), Spsos & SciFi (1)
IFF Cad Fruit, World Maps (of every coumiry on Earthl), Ships. Vegetabies.
GEM Arrows & Stars, Borders, Bulidings, Clipart, Office, DtharStuft, Photo, Transpar
IMG Animals. Carloons, Food, OtherSiufl, People, Plants. Sports, TheArts, Tranaport, Xmas.
IMAGES In IFF 1657256 cofour ard FHAM inbariace lenmals.

EM : iur IR crdlre fisa nims America, Babylons, Birds, BorisY, Britain, Dogs, Egypt, EQuest, FamousPeople, Girts, Kelly, Military,
MAGAZINE : o Phevaier 1, NightBreed, Pancrama, People, SciFi, Terminator, Textures, Star Trek (THG), V, Waler Scenes, Wikicals. World,
WorkdPeopls & over 70 M8 of 736 ¥ 566 Video Backdrops in IFF 16 & 256 colour formats.

EMC-PHASE 3 CONTENTS... £E2499+p & p
FONTS Typa1 EMC 78, 79, 80 & 81 - Pagestroam EMC 3 - CG EMC £3, 84, BS, B6 & B7

. Cliplonts and all our previcusly unreleased Typat, ©G and ColourFonts
CLIPART Fully sarted into Sub-dirsciones (rumier of dreciones ksied in eckets)
IFF Evenis (45), Military (28], Misc (33}, Sport (37), Transport (35), Work (37) and Warkd [£1).
IFF Col Flowers, Insects, Mammals, Trees, Xmns. 90%
IMAGES in IFF 16 cofoue, HAM intarlace and IFF 256 colour formats COMPUTING

Bikes (Motor), Boats Casties, Cats, Classic Cars, Dungeons and Dragons, Dr. Wha, Star Trek (DS0), Fractals,
Girls, Gresee, Hunks, Heavy Metal. talian Cars, Movies, Robols, Starwars, Walerlile, White, Woadrothe and B6%
aver B7 MB of 738 x 568 Video Backdrops in IFF 16 & 256 colour lormats cu

E.M.Compuiergraphic’s INDEX is a CD containing thumbnail indax screens (just e the EMC Phase1, 2 & 3 CDs) of the graphics con-

tained on a wide range of CDs. EMG's INDEX oflers you the opporiunity, parhaps for the first tima, to view the graphics that are con- EME PHASE 1’ 2 & 3 CD

tained on COs thal should have included indexes in the first placel If you've ever boan frustrated by searching through countless CDs WSGOUNTS

to locate an image, EMC's INDEX is your answer| Even if you don't have all the CDs covered by EMC's INDEX, you can use it to view Buyany 2 CDsfor C44.90 + p & p

the contents of a particular CD before you decide to by it! Buyall 3for£59.99 +p & p

CDs covered include. . Prol')Fonts & Chpart, Graphic & Adult Sensations, World of Clpart, ProPics, Pandora, RHS Color Kollection,

Aminet 3-7, Multimedia Toolkil1, Clipart Heaven, Fresh Arte. Mother of all Clipart, PCX Potpourri, Publique Art, So Much Screenware, POSTAGE AND PACKING RATES

SciFi & Fantasy, Gifs Galora, Clipart Gaoliath, Clipart Warehousa, GilGalaxy and Almathera’s COPD3, Demo, Dama2, 10 ont0 & DTV 1CO UK-E1DD,  Eurcpe-E4.00, World-£ 6.00

2C0s UK-£150, Eurcpe-£5.00, 'Word-E 8.00

RRP £1499 +p & p RELEASE DATE: 20th MAY 1996 iChs UKE2000  Eurcpef500, ‘Word-E10.00

{advance order price £12.92 +p & p for all orders placed before 17th May 1996) |:1EED5. E:;E'ﬁn' ; Em'ﬂﬁ ry‘lﬂfﬂ-ﬂaﬂu

oA .The EMC Phase 1, 2 3{'"1’ 3 CDs are also available from...z- A DISTRIBUTOR AND DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME
W LH Publishing, Gordon Harwoods, < A

C.H.LP.S. Computer shops atl Middiesborough, Stockton, Redcar & Darington !

= your locss SELIEA Sivp &>
&L N E B E.M.CoOMPUTERGRAPHIC

E&OE : 8 EDITH ROAD, CLACTON, ESSEX. CO15 1JU
- Tel : 01255 431389 Fax: 01255 428666
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Murphy's Law even
affects you when
you work with
video as Gary

Whitely discovers

ow that winter has released its icy grip,

the days are getting longer and spring

is once again in the air, | thought I'd
M shore o few strange, true ond strange
but true things which tend to happen again and
again in video. Maybe you would be as well to
bear some of them in mind while you're dusting off
the video camera and edit suite in preparation for
the longer days to come, and this year's video
productions fo get under way.

Let's start with some of the true (and sometimes
silly] things which can happen during video edifing
and production. II's always infuriating when you
can't get an edit suite to do what you want, and
even worse if there are bits of kit which look like
they might be potenfial causes for your problem.
But more often than not this ‘problem’ can be quic-
kly traced to one simple thing - your edit video-
lape is protected from recording! This means the
protection fab in the tape is either missing, broken
off, or in the wrong position, dapnnding on the
format of tope you use. What's even worse is when
you've taped over the missing tab hole and the
problem is still there, only to find later that the tape
has come unstuck or got dimpled so the VCR stll
thinks the videotape is record protected! |'ve seen
these problems happen on numerous occasion, and
clten to people who should have known better.

STRIPPING

An equally silly situation is the basis for one of my
most embarrassing video moments. |'d been asked
to video an important occasion which had to run to
schedule, and something appeared to have gone
very wrong with the video equipment. Everyone
was waiting impatiently as | searched franfically for
the problem. In the midst of stripping down the
U-matic recorder, some wag sarcasfically suggest
ed that loking the lens cap off might help. Moral -
don't panic. Check all the simple things first before
tearing the equipment aporl. And then check them
ogain because you're already ponicking|

MNow for something you might think strange fbut
which | think is true). Call me insane, but | believe
video equipment con be odversely offected by the
people who use it. Ten years ago Gavin, the guy
who storted me out in video, used to stand by cur

MurPHY's Law

Just what does
this '50's
American soldier
have te do with
video? - You'd
better read on,..

VCRs and siroke them when they were misbehaving
or refusing to edit cleanly. Invariably, the edit
would immediately be successful. Since then |'ve
noticed, over the years, that there are certain
people who just don't seem o ‘get on’ with video
equipment, no matter how good they are at using
it. When they're around, video kit seems fo breck
down with an almost unnerving regularity, but for
no apparently logical reason. And there are other
folks who have o knack of gefting the machines
working again.

Being nice fo your machine is almost crucial, In
foct, serious research carried out by, amongst oth-
ers, the US military has proved a more than signifi-
cant link between faults in electro-mechanical
equipment and particular individuals. We all know
people who are ‘jinxed’ - their light bulbs are

One of the misunderstandings | often come across is that it's possible to edit direct from and to an edit master,
and even do things like fades and dissolves. Well, think about it! How can you possibly read, convert, move,
effect. return, convert and re-record video that fast, even if you could replace it into the exact spot it came
from less than a 50th of a second ago. On @ moving tape? Forget it! I've been hearing inexperienced editors
asking why they can’t do this, but it never goes away. | guess it will eventually change to “Why can | read
Mpeg from my hard disk, change it, and send it back in real time to where it just came from?” Maybe it might

be possible, but only when time and space become the same thing.

always blowing, their car breaks down far too often
IF this sounds like you, maybe you should just try
being nicer to your machines?

What about those fimes when you leave a crucial
piece of kit somewhere, without which you'd be
sunk? Strange but true - we've all probably done it.
Let me tell you about o shoot | was working on
where we wen! for lunch in a pub half way to our
next location and took the camera in with us for safe
keeping. An hour loter we were on our way, only to
discover we'd left the camera in the publl We
hadn't gene for and we soon got the camera back,
but imagine if we hodn't been so lucky. Our shoot
would have been o disaster|

One of the silliest sights I've witnessed is the
production crew of a major movie almost grinding
to o halt because their mobile telephones wouldn't
work in our rugged meuntainous location. The local
phune boxes almost gave out under the strain.
Perhaps it couldn't be helped, but it made o change
for @ film crew's mobiles to be silent!

CONTACT
POINT

Gary Whiteley can be emailed as
drgaz@cix.compulink.co.uk
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Paul Austin boldly

goes where
everyone goes
eventually

ou can iry ond fight it, you can say it will

never happen to you, but the truth is, just

about everybody wheo's ever bought o 3D

packoge hos o boash ot o space ship. Over
the next few issues I'll be toking you through the
whale process from concept and initial design right
through to surfacing and scene consiruction.
However, betore we embark on this epic journey it's
well worth running through the ground rules of trans-
lating an dll too familiar format into o believable
sceng.

The first step on the road is put the mouse aside
and pick up pencil and paper. The first mistake
every new intergaloctic newbie makes is to rush
headlong info Modeller and instantly start slopping
shapes logether.

Before you do any designing toke o moment or
two to think about exactly what you're trying to
achieve. Is the ship big or small2 What kind of
monoeuvres and interaction will your creation be
expected to achievet Is it a bad guy or a good guy?

These ore just o few of the basic questions you
should ask before you even start thinking about the
overall look of your masterpiece. To help you answer
them, here are o few basic scii, but more importan-
thy psychological, cornersiones of believable space
craft.

DESIGN SIZE

The first question is one of scole. Are you designing
a huge freighter or just a small fighter? If you're opt
ing for a fighter you'll require an obvious cockpit
area fo help clarify scale. More importantly, you'l
need large conirol surfaces or wing sections to
enhance the feeling of high manoeuvrability.. Fighter
planes have lorge swept back wings, therefore view-
ers expect the same high speed look and fee! from o
space craft. The fact that o space craft needs
thrusters rather than wings has nothing fo do with it.
A house brick would be just as mancewvrable as the
sleekest body shape in deep space, but that's not the
issue — it's all about percepfion. -

The most important thing about a ship's shape is

A classic example of organics and the look and feel of a predator
courtesy of the king of 3D space, our very own Ron Thormton

its psychological affect. Remember, you're nat just o
designing, you're actually delivering a visual
narrafive. If it looks mean, it is mean...

Mext up comes the good guy,/bad guy questien. If
your ship is o bod guy it's got to look the part
Again, this is simply o matter of psychology.
Basically, there are two main styling techniques for
both large and small scale design, For
Freighters/space cruisers the general rule of thumb is
that bad guys have o very angular lock with sharp
oggressive protrusions and a generally more alien
appearance. Good guys, on the other hand, are gen-
erally more rounded and have o slightly sobter, more
organic look. When it comes to fighters the

POSSIBILITIES AND PRACTICALITIES

Assuming you've decided on the nature of your
beast, the next step is to think long and hard
about practicalities. Will your ship need to dock
with others or maybe land on an alien planet? It's
absolutely vital that you run through all the possi-
bilities in advance. The one thing you don’t want
to do is compromise the story telling because your
creation doesn’t allow for it,

Another all important consideration for most
people is polygon count. During the conceptual bit
it's all too easy to run amuck designing massively

K AL ANV

complete ships that cause rendering problems fur
ther down the line.
screan simultaneously ¥: W h":” if you l:l.'lf o show
the ship hurtling over a complex 3D landscope
will your machine take the strain? And if not, what
can you afford to sacrifice in the original design?
Next month
converting your creation from
3D design. In
importance of detail
the aid of textures.-

What it j.-'nu need ten ships on

we'll run through the process of

paper into a basic

the subsequent issve we'll cover the

and how best fo fake it with
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differences are usually more subfle, but having said
that they tend to be more stringently applied.
Basically, good guys tend to be mare dart like with
large contral surfaces and smooth sexy lines. In
short, the kind of ship every self respecting scifi fan
would kill to toke for o test drive. Bad guys, on the
other hand, tend to opt for @ much more predatorial
look with undertones of either insects or birds of
prey.

Again, this plays on inherent fears in the human
psyche, Creepy crawlies, huge vicious flying crea-
tures with fangs and tolons. Perhaps the best exam-
ple of this is the innumerable number of bad guys fiy-
ing about in ships with down swept, hawk-like
wings.

As mentioned earlier, these are simply rules of
thumb. Essentially, it's a case of knight in shining
armour fights drogon - the only thing you wont fo
avoid is obvious repetition. The acknowledged king
of 3D space simulation, Ron Thornton, bases the
majority of his designs on food ~ which given Ron's
real world proportions isn't entirely surprising
However, aven if you examine Ron’s masterful
designs, these basic themes still hold true. His bod
dies, although generally organic regardless of scale,
all share an inherent predatorial lock, olten display-
ing sharklike fins, squid-like tendrils, or perhaps spi-
der-esque construction, Again, oll phobia-inducing
premanitions which you certainly wouldn't want o
discover swimming about in your bathiub.
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“Breathless has boldly taken the Amiga where no
Amiga has gone before.” AMIGA FORMAT MAGAZINE

-a ' .
“At the moment there's nothing like it. This game
plays as well as it looks™ 923 CU AMIGA MAGAZINE
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ORDER HOTLINE
01234 273000

256 AGA COLOURS « 3D RAYTRACED GRAPHICS « 360° FIRST PERSON PEHSFEETI'&"E) o
r

20 AWESOME LEVELS » MULTIPLE WEAPONS SYSTEMS « REALISTIC LIGHTING EFFECTS
ATMOSPHERIC SOUND & MUSIC « HD INSTALLABLE » AVAILABLE FOR THE A1200/4000

POWER COMPUTINE®LTD 44A/B STANLEY BEDFORD MK41 TRW N -



SUPERDOUBLE CD PAcK

), £189

- Inclades
4 Squirrel 5CSI

The superb SuperDouble CD-ROM is back! Using an excellent 2.4 speed drive
from Sony, this CD-ROM provides outstanding performance at an amazing
price. With a 360KIy's data transfer rate and a 230ms access time, the SuperDouble
CD-ROM provides all the speed for the power user.

The SuperDouble is fully compatible with the new Squirrel MPEG card, supporting
the industry standard VideoCD (White Book) format.

The SuperDouble CD-ROM pack includes the award-winning AGA Experience
CD-ROM - rated 93% in issue 79 of Amiga Format. This CD-EOM is crammed
full of pictures, utilities, demos, animations and tools for AGA Amigas. The
SuperDouble pack also includes the latest Aminet CD-ROM. This disk is brimming
with the latest PD), shareware, utilities, demos and picture files from the Aminet
archives on the internet.

A full classic Squirrel is also included in the pack. This allows easy connection
of any SCSI peripheral to the A1200. The package has all the necessary drivers
and software for easy connection of hard drives, CD-ROMs and removable disk

drives, such as the Zip" Drive, to your Amiga.

-
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* 1Gb Corts

laz is a revolutionary 1Ch
* 6MB/sec

removable hard disk system
for any Amiga with SCSI.
Like a Zip drive on

steroids, Jaz provides
astonishing

performance. Offering

data transfer rates of

up to 6MB/s and access
times of under 12ms.

For full information on this
amazing SCSI peripheral
contact HiSoft Systems.
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Cinema4D

Professional Ray-Tracing and
Animation for your Amiga

CinemadD is the easy-to-
use ray-tracing and animation
system for your Amiga.
Equipped with an intuition-
based multi-tasking editor,
Cinema4D is replete with every
conceivable option including
window-based real-time

interactive modelling, direct object converter.

will have your objects
move realistically through
time and space.

CinemadD also includes
MagicLink, the flexible

SQUIRREL MPEG

- 8 unrr‘E‘l
o ‘IMPEG

EN AN RN NS N AN NSNS RN ARG EEEEE R
Thee SCSIEMPEG Mayer for your Amiga, Atari, Macintosh & IEM.PC Compatible

Bring the cinema into your home and onto your computer with Squirrel
MPEG™. Playing the popular VideoCD and CDI CD-ROMs as well as
raw MPEG streams, Squirrel MPEG brings high quality digitally mastered
images and 16-bit stereo sound to you and your Amiga.

Squirrel MPEG is a 5CSI peripheral that can be used in conjunction with
any SCS1 controller, such as the Classic Squirrel™ or Surf Squirrel™, and
any VideoCD compatible CD-ROM. Squirrel MPEG can also be used as
a stand-alone unit, with a SCSI CD-ROM, as an addition to your TV,
Video and Hi-Fi setup,

Available from March 1996, Squirrel MPEG is the latest in an established
line of ground-breaking products, for you and your Amiga, from HiSoft
\LE'.!\'ﬁlt‘Tt\.‘;.
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Studio V2 Professional

The original colour management
system for your Amiga

Use Studio 2 to get the most out
of your printer. With its powerful
Workbench drivers, you will get
outstanding printed results from
your applications, every Hme.
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Studio 2 brings professional
colour management to the Amiga,
ensuring that the colours on your
screen malch the colours on vour
printer.

Studio 2is also directly supported
by the popular printer
manufacturers, and always
includes drivers for their latest

\E‘rrinh'ni.

set every concetonble print option
[from the Studio preference program
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‘DiskMAGIC . &

Easy File & Disk Management

Constantly doing battle with the
Shell/CLI? Stop this futile struggle with
DiskMAGIC, the easy-to-use file and
disk management utility from HiSoft.
DiskMAGIC simplifies every task you
perform, from the copying of disks and
files, to the viewing of pictures and

modelling in 3D, basic and
complex primitives with infinite
variations, easy object
manipulation, floating toolbars,
user-defined menus, object and
texture lists, definable object
hierarchies, optimised versions
for 68020 (A1200 etc.) & FPUSs,
and much more!

The Cinema4D animator brings
you even closer to the world of
"virtual reality”, breathing life
into objects and scenes.
Whether you have your
spaceship dock with a
spacestation, or take a tour
around the darkest dungeon -
with CinemadD it's so simple.
Just a few mouse clicks and vou

== i 5D

MagicLink converts all
popular object formats
[]!!‘Iﬂg‘.im-". S::ulpt. DXE Amiga without it.
Reflections, etc.) to hiie

anims. In fact, after using DiskMAGIC,
you'll wonder how you ever used your

CinemadD format & back.

Order Hotline 7k
() 0500 223660

To order any of the products shown on this page
(or any other HiSoft title) - just call us, free of
charge, on 0500 223660, armed with your credit
or debit card; we will normally despatch within
4 working days (£4 P&F) or, for only £6 within
the UK, by guaranteed next day delivery (for
goods in stock), Alternatively, you can send us a
cheque or postal orders, made out to HiSoft. All
prices include VAT Export orders: please call or
fax to confirm’ pricing and postage costs.
£ 1995 HiSoft. E&OE.

All prices imclude UK
VAT @ 17.5%

Zip, Jaz are trademarks of
Tomesa Inc

HiSe

SYSTEMS

The Old School, Greenfield
Bedford MK45 5DE UK
Tel: +44 (0) 1525 718181
Fax: +44 (0) 1525 713716

email; isoft@cix.compulink.co.uk



